


Latest: price of common ries where tost-works are open is 10 seers per rupeo. Numbers 
iguiitae Bituitag, Bel ‘April, Sadar and Kandi subdivisions— 
Men. Women. Ohildren. Total.” 
Tost-workers au. we 8,581 386 416 8,983 
Tessore.—Weathor oool; cloudy and damp with occasional rain, Rainfall af Thonide 
218, Magura 1°60, Narail 265, Bangvon 215.” ‘This tain “hes dono much goed to. the 
cultivation of aus and aman paddy, juto and ¢i/, but more rain is wanted. Price of rico 
has a tendency to rise, Common rice sells as follows :— 





Bre. ©. Srs. c. 
Tessore e a «= 9 Oto 0 0 
Thorida 0 
Magura 9 2to10 0 }Per rupee. 
Narail e ey a 10 oi 
Bangaon ee ide w+ 10 Otoll 0. 


Scarcity of fodder and wator felt in places. Oattlo-disoaso reported from Bangaon. 


Khulna.—Rainfail at Sadar +81, Satkhira 1:56, Bogirhst -24. Wonthor. warm and 
dlondy. Prospect of 40:0 good, much benefited by revent rain. Oultivation of ave and 
jute going on. Common rica sells as follows:— 








8rs. 
Sadar a . 10tollL 0 
Satkhiro es 9 3 per rap 
Bagorhat jon 10 1 





Relief wages caletlated at 10 seers per rnpoo. Foddor siifficiont. Water ‘Yory scarce. 
Cattlo-discaso reported from some parts of the district. Numbers on reliof— 
‘ Men. Women. Ohildren. Total. 


Relief-workers why ve 2,104 Nil 204 2,308 
Otherwise relieved .., ave 480 2,055 1,315) 4,450 
Total tea 6,768 


Rajshahi—Rainfall at Sadar “3%, Nator 1:39, Naugnon 2°56, This rain has been of 
sore help to agricultural operations, but more is wanted for sowing of aus, Gi, and jute. 
Fodder available. Soaroity of water reported from some plases at Sadar. Price of common 
tice ranges between 8} and 10 sors per rupse. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 3rd 


April— 
Men, Women, Children. ‘otal, 
Tesb-workers od 680 Nil aot bok 
Price of rive at relief-works, 8 to 9 seers per rupoo, 


Dinajpur—Averago rainfall +44,  Weathor seasonable. Oultivation of bhadoi going 
al Gontttion of eal goda Fodder and eter plentiful. Common rico selling at Sader 
10 soers ‘and Thakurgon 9 seers per rupee. 


Jalpaiguri.—Rairifall at Sadar 06. Weather seasonable. "The rain which fell last 
‘wook has improved. prospects, but slightly damaged. the tobacco fields. Sowing of vetri 
snd jute going on. No want.of fodder and water. Average, price of common, rico, 8) soars 
per rupee. i 


Darjecling.—Rainfall at Sadar -32, Kurse 166, Bilignri 20, Weather seasonable, 
Hills—J/utta being planted; wheat, barley, nal phone being harvested; lands being pre- 
pared for vhota marua and Uhadoi cop. ‘Terai—Ploughing for badoi, jute and sugarcane 
going on; tobavco being out. “Prive of ‘course rice -— 





Bscut a 
Tort 3 B12 of perpen 


Bhutia sells trom 13 to 20 seers per rupee, 


Rangpur. Avorago' rainfall “79. Ruinfill at Sadar “B6. Bow! ing’ of wid” nid jute 
‘contitines, anid’ thes arv-up in some -plives. Prospest.apipears good, hapa pling 
at 8 to 10 seers per rupee, Fodder and water sufliciont except at Kurigram. tutes 


\ 
Bogra.—Rainfall' ‘67. Sowing of jute and aus in Progress. Fodder and water sufl- 
cient. Prive) 6f common rice at Bead? uarters 9: in the interioy: rom 7 seers 
14 chitaks to 10 coors 11-chitaks per rupee, t mech and a. the ahaa 











‘Rainfall ot Sadar ni, 
oc eee 


‘Test-workers 


and Siraj 
lentiful. Relief 
Numbers on relief on Sa! i, 8rd April— 


* 
ral 


Men. 
242 


‘98. Weather hot and 
ing prepared for ave pad 
Wages coloulated at 8 to 9 soars par rupee. 


Nil 


Dacea—Reinfall at Sadat 1'12, Manikganj 2-28, Munshi 
Weather hot in day time; cool at night; mornings foggy. Rain 


stones did much damage to the stunding crops in some villages in tho M 
Fodder availablo. No watloldlitais “Past of common rie, ° 


Mymonsingh.—Rainfall at; Sadar 1-42, Kishorganj 1°68, 
Jomalpur 1:05." Weather clear and warm, Aus aud jute s 
good aftor recont rainfall. Common rico sells from 8} tv 10 


reported from Netzokona and Kishorganj. 


Faridpur—Rainfall at Sadar 1:19, Goalundo ‘37, 
slightly improved the prospects, bus more is much need 
rTiseD, 





Children, 
81 


doing good 


to9} seers per rapes. Fodder and water for cattle suflicient. 


Backergunge.—Rainfall at Sadar *91, Bhola 1:60. Weather 


poor. Common rice selling at 8 to 11 scers per rupee. 


Tippera.—Reinfall . at Sadar nil, Brahmanbaria 2-2, Chandpur 4:78. Weather 
soasonnbic. Ploughing continues, ‘Tho rain will to some extent remove the 


in Chandpur, Price of rico rising 


Sadar 
Brahmanbaria 
Chandpur 








Noakhali— Rainfall ot Sadar 1-38, Peni 63. 


2 10 soers por rupee, 


Chittagong.—No rain. Weathor hot and ovensionally cloudy, 
crops not favourable, Ruin badly wanted. Fodder und water sufficient, 


seers per rupee. Sporadic cattie-diseaso continues. 


Patna. —Rainfoli ot Sadar ‘21, Bikram ‘41, Barh “78, 
26° "Throshing of radi in progross.’ Recent tain has done 
threshing ground in Bah and in thana Chandi in Bihar, 


Brs. 0. 


90to100 
10 0 toll 0 
9 8tol0 0 


Rain has done 
Ploughing for aus going on... Fodder and water not sufficient. 


slight dama, 
otherwise it has 


rs. o. 


Common 


Aye th 


otal | 
3 


iganj 2°23, Narainganj 1:31, 


to toro, Hail- 


‘waehiganj subdivision, 
9 ta 10 soors por noe 

Tangail 1-03, Notrokona. ‘3B, 
owings in progress. Prospeots 
seers per rupee. Cattle-diseaso 


Madaripur 180. Tho rain has 
led. Pricé of common’ rico has 


cool. Prospect of crops 


scarcity of water 


jenn 
good’ to standing crops. 


rice sélis at 8 to 


Prospeots of rabi 
Ribp selling. af 10 


Bir -29, Filed’ 00, ‘Dihtdpon 
go to grain af the 
ocetted. 





catio, millets, vegetables, €o,, on the ground. Opium weighments have commenced, 


and water for catilo sufficient. Prices in Patna 
rupee. Numbers on relief on Saturday, dnd April— 


Relieved in poor-houises 
Otherwite telioved ... 


Goya-—Rabi harvest finished. lou, 
a ae selling at 8} seers, por mee 


Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar’ -22, 


Bhabua—: 

Relict-workers _., 
neta PR 

Relieved in podr-houséi' and 











Rain has jot done much damage to standin, 
and has: benofited sugarcane, Harvesting of radi and 

ished. Sow'ng of cheena in progress. Fodder and 
sufficient, Price of comition ried 8¥ to 9 scbrs per rapes. Latest 


(Bk seors por, rupee) fixes, relief wages. Numbors on reliof on 


Men, 
43 
4 


Women. Children. 
24 u 
cf Nil 
Total 


risen slightly common rico 10’ ators per 


‘Total. 
81 
5 


86 
ae 


ing for biadoi in progress. Priggg hordening, 


Bhubua 58. Somo rain throughout'the district; 


Men. 
8,593 


il 
a 


shoal a 


crops or exops collected in threshing floor, 
plantation of sugarcane nearly 
water for cattle in Bhabua not 


ico of tice at’ Buabliti 
Betunday, aa Apt 
‘Women.  Childien, "Totals" 

4,364 B71 10,668 
Nil 1,648" Be 

72 47 810 

8,450 5,585 17,818 

1 BY 58 

: Nil 4 
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< ig 
Men. Women. Children. Total. 
. 


Relioved in poor-houses .. 42 9 ao 8F 
Otherwise relieved segs 6 2 13 

Debri— 
Believed in kitchens piri; 4 28 87 
Total ws 80,628 


Saran.—Rainfall at Sadar “02 on 28th March. Rubi baresing in progress, Cheeng 
being still sown,  Cattlo-disenso in parts of Gopalgenj subdivision, Famine wages fixed by 
barley selling at 12 to 14 soors por rupoo. Numbers on relief on Saturday, ard April— 


Men. Women, Children, Total. 
Sadar subdivision— 
Relief-workers we 1,025 1201 1,896 8,632 
Relieved in houses oo 25 23 15 63 
Otherwise relieved ae 1,706 7,294 1,856 10,858 
Siwan subdivision — 
Relief-workers + { 485 936 641 2,062 
Relieved in poor-houses ose 6 7 5 18 
Otherwise relieved oes 720 2,243 643 8,606 
Gopalganj subdivision— 
Relief-workers vee 2,439 2,936 8,133 8,508 
Otherwise relieved aoe 2,726 7,872 4,803 15,401 
Total one 44,146 
Private relieof— 
Hatwa— 
Relief-workers ow — 1,528 1775 1,271 4,574 
Relieved in poor-houses ove 90 m4 79 263 
Otherwise relieved woe 40 110 oT 207 
Manjhe— 
Relieved in poor-houses 13 6 10 29 
Otherwise relieved 9 2 Ni 1 





Champaran.—Rainfall at Motihari *05, Bettiah nil, Bagaha -49. Rain too slight to 
affect prospect except ‘again to dostroy indigo. In north of Bettiah catterpillars injuring 
indigo. Harvesting of spring crops continues; opium collection nearly over Lands bei 
filled after late rain, Prices—common rico 8{ seers at Motihari (fall) and 9 seers at Bettiah 
(rise) ; maize 9$ seors. Little rabi grain yet in market. Fodder sufficient, Water rather 
scarce. Numbers on relief— 








Sadar subdivision— 
Men, Women, Ohildren. Total. 
Relief-workers 14,402 10,826 8,288 82,966 
Dependents 137 206 1,907 2,250 
Relieved in poor-houses ° 92 66 45 208 
Otherwise relieved ws 6,705 15,858 12,843 84,401 

Bottiah subdivision— 
Relief-workers ... 28,374 21,195 11,826 56,394. 
Dependants ... 101 251 4,010 4,362 
Relieved in houses 114 64 62 240 
Otherwise relieved 4,093 7,789 4,797 16,679 
Total vee 147,495 


being a doorease of 16,931 due to harvesting and ploughing operations. 
Muzaffarpur.—Rainfall “83, Prospects good, Paddy and mun; boing sown. Prices 
are—Burma rice 10 seers, country rice 9 score, wheat 3 seers, abot 04 Cas ed 
12 "boers, gram 11 seers, rahar‘18 seers. Makai and rahar fix the relief prices. Numbers 
on reliof on Saturday, 3rd April— ; 
Sadar subdivision— 


3 Mon, Women. Children, ‘Total 
Relief-workers vee 10,868 8,320 2,575 16,268 
61 i 523 605 





39 13 6 ov 
1,199 2,572 2,852 6,128 
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Hajipur subdivision 
- Women. Children. Total. 
Relief-workers — ... 8,654 2,868 8,932 
Relieved in ‘-houses 4 2 12 
Otherwise relieved 1,424 744. 2,680 
Sitamarhi subdivision— 
ief-workers ove 2,432 2,581 9,250 
Dependents Ne 205 1,162 1,434 
ieved in poor-houses 48 72 201 
Otherwise relieved ... 7,505 5,973 17,197 
Total 62,753 


Darbhanga.—Rainfall ot Sadar -20, Samastipur “48, 


of rabi omnes Fields are boing cultivated for next crops. 
. 


the Inte rain. Common rice selling at 8} seers per rupee. 
8rd April— 











Madhubani 0:3, Harvesting 
Mung and dian benefited by 
mbers on relief on Saturday, 


Sadar subdivision— 5 
Men. Women. Children. Total. 
Relief-workers 21,481 26,378 6,848 54,152 
Dependants 180 ‘1,285 5,277 6,742 
Relieved in poor-houses 83 16 i4 63 
Otherwise relieved. oe 6,279 15,000 7,699 28,978 
Madhubani subdivision — . 
Relief-workers we 21,169 19,777 10,886 51,832 
Dependants we oo 23 52 3,846 8,921 
Relieved in houses oe 25 4 7 386 
Otherwise relieved. aes 8,892 18,005 6,412 28,309 
Samastipur subdivision 
Relief-workers 1,688 1,827 362 8,877 
Relieved in poor-houses 6 7 1 14 
~ Otherwise relieved 828 681 403 1,407 
‘Tost-workers vee 84 130 45 209 
Total . 174,040 
Private relief— 
Darbhanga Roj— 
4d Relief-workers 10,790 4,696 1,391 16,877 
Gratuitous relief one 1,713 4,259 2,941 8,918 


Mongiyr.—Rainfall at Sadar -25, B 
‘cool for the season of the year, 


rai 2, Jamui ‘08, Cloudy mornings; do; 
‘Rabi in field and farm damaged by recent rain. seating 


Harves 


continues. Sowing of paddy in low tracts and of indigo in progress, Sufficient fodder an 


Common rice sells as follows :— 
Monghyr 
Samui a Hs 
ipur.— Rainfall 
warm, Tho yield of mahua in Banka is estimated at 10 to 12 


doing well. Paddy and mung being sown. Fodder soanty in 
cient. Cases of cattle-diseuse reported from parts of Banka. 


Sadar 
Banka 


Madhi 
Supoul a 

‘The price of marua at Madhipura 16 seers and Su 
relief wages. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 8rd recta 


water. 
7 to 
8 to 


















Srs. c. 
90 


8 6} per rupee. 
90 


at Sadar nil, Banka ‘38, Madhipura 46, Supaul *02,. Weather 


annas, Indigo and sugarcane 
thana Katou, ‘Water suffi- 
Prices of common rice:— 
Srs. 0. 
814 
91 
10 0 
lo 0 
14 seers now determines the 


|v ‘i 


Madhipura subdivision— 
Men. Women. Children, Total. 
Relief-workers ... 1,890 1,963 701 4,554 
Dependants  ... 3 8 196 202 
Otherwise relieved we 898 999 307 1,699 
Supaul subdivision— 
ief-workers ... .. 1,888 2,070 585 4,043 
dants =... 1 Nil 339 340 
‘ise relieved we 255 560 161 976 
Total a L814 
5 Find operations attr hoary ruin bavo drawn away labourers fem rele WOU 
Purnea,—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Kishanganj ‘33, Araria -41, Harvesting of radi 
om. Recent rain has done good to kawni and meng, and facilitated preparation of tnd, 
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tural generally fair. of cattle-disonse reported from Asaria, but 
28 ingens tear Polley gal wate: ealect Ree oh poco : 


ee ee oe bas 4 a | 
ii ote ae wee rupee. 
lie . ies ued 10 to a 

Malda.—Rainfall at Shibganj ‘19. i hadvi rie going on. 
Boro peat thriving well. Common rioo selling at 8 to 10 seers por rupee, 

thal Parganas,—Average rainfall “31. Mohua damaged by rein and cloudy weather. 

Sugarcane doing well. adi harvested in Godda. Harvest mrroging! elsowhere, Jamtara, 
prices—rice 94 seers; district pricos—rice 8 to 11 seers and maize 9 to 18 seers. Oow=pox 
Ba Fodder and water-supply insufficient in parts of district, Numbers on 
m —_ ‘ 


tara on Saturday, 3: 
ae ee fen, Women. Children, 








Reliof-workers ... a 978 68S. 501 
Depordants 1843 qt 
Otherwise relieved as BR S48 1 

Total ots 








Dooghur private reliof-works—men 488; women 218, children 69. 

Cuttack.—Rainfall at Sadar 4°53, Jajpur 2-0, Kondrapara 1°82, Banki 1:16, Falso 
Point -82. Weather hot. Duda being harvested.’ Cattle-diseaso in some parts. Fodder 
generally available. Bice procurable in nearly all marts. Common ice sells.as follows :— 


Srs. 0. 
Qotack 9 te ts Bs 
endrapara .. 7 
ajpur Ke. . 7. DEE HE 





si the ae ae 15 12 

Balasore.— Rainfall at Sadar 1°84. Rain in all parts of the distiiet. Plonghing going 
on, Sugarcane being transplanted. Dadua crop being harvested. Gotton growing well. 
Price of coarse rice varies from 12 to 18: soers por rupoo in the intorior, Rico sells at 12 
and 18 seers per rupee at Balasore and Bhadrak respectively. Fodder and water sufficient. 

.—Rainfall 1:28 This rain willdo much good. arly ploughing’ general. 

Price of coarse rice 16 seers per rupee in Angul and 134 seers in Khondmals. 

Puri.—Rainfall at Sadar 2°33, Khurda 2°24. Good rain all over the district. State 
of standing orops fair. Food and fodder-supply fair. Price of common rice ranges between 
10 scors 8 chitaks and i4 seers 7 chitaks per rupee. Famine wage calculated at 10 to 11 seers 
per rupee, Numbers on relief on Saturday, 3rd April— 

Men, Women. Children. Total, 


Relief-workers ae 2,705 106 652 3,463 
Dependants = oe, Nil Nil 3h 81 
Otherwise relieved ... oo, 12 17 23 52 
Post-workers os ue 487 6 79 572 

Total we 4,118 





Hazaribagh.— Rainfall at Sadar 10, Giridi +20, Further thunderstorms have 
reduced mahua to 8 annas’ crop. Mango not exceeding 2 annas possible. Staples gell—rice 
8 to 11 seers, makai 9 to 12 seers, mahua 25 to 40 seers. Numbers on relief on Saturday 


3rd. April— 
Mon. Women. Ohildten:' ‘Total. 
Hasaribagh subdivision — 

‘Post-workers si | 808 320 456 11,650 
Fed at kitchons S138 126 71 635 

Cotton workers, 600. 

Giridih subdivision— 
Test-workens es, 267 96 40 403 
Total vas 2697 
ae 

Privato rolief— 

Gia ee 
Relief workers ce 8,259 1,352 743; 5,854 
Otherwise relieved praia yt 18 12 "bl 


Lobardaga.—Rainfall +11, Ploughing continues, State of twa, dian. favourable. 
bees ve amps by sini Hogs pith ee 8£ seers, and in the. interior 
seers: ‘odder i -eattle-disease. 
Grinia eikwutientit de pent ee ee 
Palamau.—Rainfall *66, ‘romty weather accom anied by rain.and somotiines hail of 
daily ooourronce, Z2abi on threshing floors soriously damaged. Hlaif of mule oPop, lost. 
Zewa dhan promising. Price of common rico—32 markets against 18 last week selli 
oa Bl ats gal pmel p as a markets against 19 at 8 seers: 
37 markets agait 9 above 8 seers low, re; 10. agai at 9 soors 
‘one market ‘egains over 9 sor but below 10 goer. Bu i ming 6 


oe ee 
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aii Children, Total. 


Men. 
Relief-workers Be ee ORO 513 020 
Otherwise relieved «.. we 484 953 (68 pet 


‘otal aS 


Manbhum.— Rainfall at Sadar nil, Govindpur ‘07, ‘Weather cool for the time of the 
year. 2ahua considerably damaged by rain. Rinderpest reported from thanas Raghunathpur 
and Purulia. Fodder and water sufficient at recat ‘Averege price of common Tio 
10 soors per rupee at Sadar and 9 seers at Govindpur. Relief wages calculated at 94 seers 
om average. Supply sufficient at present. 


° 


Men. Women, Ohildren, Total, 


Test-workers: 2211 —+1,408 282 3,901 
Gratuitous relief... oo 972 2,348 2,014 6,834 
Total 9,235 


Singhbhum,—Rainfoll at Chaibosss “13, Obakradharpur “32, @hntsilfa -53. Rice 
plentiful’ Prive of rice 8 to 12 soars per rupes. 


General Summary.—There was general rain during the week. Ploughing is being 
pushed on vigorously everywhere, und the: sowing of eurly rive and jute is in progress in 
North and East Bongal. In Bihar cheena and mung millets are being sown as well as paddy 
on low lands, Spring rice and indigo are doing well wherever grown; but in parte of 
Champaran caterpillars have appeared and are doing some injury to the indigo. The mahua 
crop in parts of Chota Nagpur is said to have been considerably damaged by the recent rain, 
The harvesting of the raht crops is still proceeding in some districts, and that of spring rice 
is going on in Orissa. . Tho prico of common rice shows a tendency to rise in some distriats. 
In the distressed districts the prices of the staple food-grain on which the famine ws is 
based are—Nadia (common rice) 9$ seers, Murshidabad (common rice)]0 seers, Khulna 
(common rice) 10 seers, Rajshabi (common rice) 8 to 9 seers, Pabna (common rice) 8 
to 9 seers, Patna (common rice) 10 seers, Shahabad (common rice at Bhabua) 84 seers, 

® Saran (barley) 12, to 14 seors, Champaran (Indian-corn) 9% seers, Muzaffarpur (Indian- 
corn) 10} seers, Dasthunge (ndian-corn) not reported, Bhagalpur (marua) 14 and 15 seers, 
Sonthal Parganas (rice at Jamtara) 94 seers, Puri (common rice) 10 to 11 seers, Hazaribagh 
(rice) 8 to 11 seers and (mahua) 25 to 40 seers, Manbhum (common rive)9} seers. 
‘The numbers on relief on Saturday, the 3rd April, were — 
i vee 28,015 













Nadia q 
Murshidabad oe 8,983. 
Khulna ve 6,758 
Rajshahi ave 691 
Pabna ok. 828 
Patna 86 
Shahabad 30,623 
Saran wee 44,146 
Champaran vu 147,491 
‘Muzafiarpur wey 62,753 
Darbhanga w4,049 
Bhagelpur 11,814 
Bor Parganas 2,481 
Puri pens 
Hazaribagh 251 
Palamau 5,725 
Manbhum ane 9,285, 
Total », 584,783, against 528,537 in the previous week. 
‘This total is distributed as follows :— 
Men. ‘Women. Children. — Total. 
Relief-workers s+» 128,212 106,369 = 7,225 291,806 
Dependants one 639 2,176 22,269. 25,084 
Relieved in poor-houses 733 875 300 1,408 
Otherwise relieved. 40,022 104,043 60,729 204,794 
Dost-workers T8]285«—«21996- S410 Lad 
Private relief— 
Relief-works— 
Darbhanga Raj ws» 10,790 4,696 1,391 16,877 
wi 1,528 1,775 1271 4,574 
218 69 720 


433 
8259-1852 748° 6,364 

718 2 4 8,018 
ee Ne a 

22 8 10 40 
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PRIOES-CURRENT (retail) of Food-grains and Sait in the 


QUANTITIES PER RUPEE yy 
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‘—Berampore 


‘Tupeo aro:—Kalna 10 seers (pangu) and 11 seers (Karkateh), Katwa 10 otrs 10 chittlt 


are :=Contal 8 seers, 


ns Sota 2 a a 












For the. week ending the Sth Aprit 1897, 





Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sader ‘41, Kalna +90, Katwa 1°45, Roniganj 28. Weather 
hots Ploughing-and manurin; of pay ota uo Ry. Radi harvost nearly over ; 
outtura for: sa 0'abtns) alba ennas, aod water suffitiént. Common rice 
selling as followss— 

Srs. oc. Sra. oc. 
Sader ote «10 0 tol2 0 
Kalna ww 10 0 toll 0 
bis 20/6 0 10 10( Paneme 
i oe es 0 





Birbhum,—TRainfall at Sadar “12, Rompur Hat -05. Weather hot. Ploughing con- 
tinves. No want of fodder. Price of common rice at Sadar 9 seers, and Rampur Hat 9} 
seers per rupee. 

Bankura,—Rainfall at Sadar -08, Onda’ *75, Khatra ‘90, Reipur -45, Kotalpur -45, 
Indas:'15, Vishnupur *95. ‘Weather hot and oecasionally dbady” Plooptiinig’ gain of 
briskly all over the district. Threshing of wheat and barley almost’ over. Rive solling at 
Bankura 11 seors, and Vishnupur 11} seers per rupee. 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 2:11, Contai +60, Tamluk 1:65, Ghatel “68. Weather 
soasonable, ‘The recent rain has proved beneficial to indigo, mugeronity til and boro. 
Ploughing has commenced. Plantation of sugarcane and sowing of boro still continue. 
No want of fodder or water.  Cattle-disease reported from Keshpur, , Garhbeta, Debra, 
Binpur, and Sabong. Common rica selling as follows :— 





8rs, 
Sadar ah aes 
Contai a i to13. (04 
Tamluk io a Le 
G@hatal ne: o SI 10} to 11 


Hooghly.—Rainfoll 168, Ploughing going on briskly for early rico. Common rice 
seljs from 9 to 10} seers por rupee. 


Howrah.— Rainfall at Sadar 1-22, Ulubaria 2:22, Woathor moderately hot and cloudy, 
with oocasional rain, Ploughing for aus and aman in Ulubaria commenced, Fodder and 
water sufficient. Common rice sells at 8} to 11 seers per rupee. 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘31, Barasat 1°68, Basirhat 1°55, Diamond Harbour 
1-94, | Weuther warmer with cloud. Prospect of sugarcane improved by recent rain, 
Ploughing going on briskly. No cattle-dissase. Fodder and water sufficient. Common 
rice sells as follows :— 





8rs, 0. 
ada ei BH oto 0 
t * 9 
Basirhat ni 10 8 ¢ Per Tupeo. 
Diamond Harbour .., is 10 0. 





Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar 1-29, Kushtia 08, Meherpur *84, Chuadanga +05, Ranoghat 
1-44. More rain required for ploughing. Water-supply generally deficient. Fodder insuffi- 
cient in places. Sporadic cases of cattle-pox in thana Chuadanga. Common rice sella 
from 8 to 10 seers per rupoe. Latest price of rico where test-works are open is 9} seers 
por rupeo. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 3rd April— 


Men. Women. Children, Total, 





Relief-workers ae 9,980 1,730 1,510, 18,220 
Dependents pecking) 120 8.208 3,376 
Otherwise relieved " 1,560 7,180 «2729 11,49 

Total ‘a. 28,015 


Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘52, Jangipur ‘07, Harvesting of gram and wheat 
ever, Indigo doing fairly well. Sowing of bladot commenced. Fodder sutticient, Common, 
Tioo sells as follows :— 





Sr. 
Saneh : i wt 
Or oe eee 
a ane iearee aoe 
‘ 





sis at Renee ted: ‘ 2 10 
on ral on Seturdy, Sed Apel Sela ond Read oeivison 
Men. Women. hildren. 
‘Tost-workers a. oe 8,631 36 416 8 
Tossore.—Weather cool; cloudy and damp with occasional rain, Rainfall at Thenid, 
2°18, Magura 1°60, Narail 2-65, ie 215. This rain has done much good to th 
cultivation of ausand aman paddy, jute and ti, but moro rain is wanted. Price of Tico 
has a tendency to riso, Common rice sells as follows :— 








rs. 0. Sts. c. 
Tessore = ms 0 
aa 5 8 em 
Narail oo 





0 
Bangaon ove ) 
Scarcity of fodder and water felt in places. Oattle-disease reported from Bangaon, 


Khulna,— Rainfall at Sadar °81, Satkhira 1:56, Bogirhat +24. Woather warm ang 
cloudy. Prospoot of b070 good, much benefited by rocont rain. Cultivation of aue aaj 
jute going on. Qommon rice sells as follows :— 


8rs. 
Sadar ps ia we Wtoll 0 
Satkhira we in bas 9 3 pr rp. 
Bagorhat es iis a 10 1 


Relief wages calculated at 10 seers per rupee, Fodder sufficient. Water ‘Vory ‘soarve, 
Cattle-disease reported from some parts of the district. Numbers on relief — 


Men. Women. Children. — ‘Total. 


Relief-workers oo ve 2,104 Nil 204 2,808 
Otherwise relieved ... eee 480 2,655 1,315 4,450 
Total ne GT58 


. 
‘ jshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar a Nator 180, Nan m 256, Thit-ein has been of 
some help to agricultural operations, but more is wat for sowing of aus, til, and jute. 
Fodder available. Soarcity of water reported from somo places at Sadar. Prise of wml 
soo sang between 8} and 10 seers per rupee. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 3rd 


¥ Men, Women, Children. Total. 
Test-workers ae 580 Nil 1 591 
Price of rice at relief-works, 8 to 9 socrs por rupee. 





Dinajpur.—Average rainfall -44. Weather seasonable. Cultivation of bhadoi 
on, Condition of cattle Fodder and water plentiful. Common rice selling at 
10 seers and Thakurgon 9 seers per rupee. 


Jalpaiguri—Rainfall at Sadar -06. Weather seasonable. The rain which fell last 
vwook has improved prospects, but slightly damaged the toboo fields. Sowing of vein 
and jute going on,. No want of fodder and water. Average price of common rico, 84 seers 

“per rupee, 


Degetting baal at Sadar -32, Kurscong *66, Siliguri “20, Weather seasonable- 
Hills—Bhuéta being planted; wheat, barley, and phaphur being harvested; lands being pro- 
pared for chota marua and bhadoi crop. ‘Rerai ~Ploughing for bhadoi, jute and sugarcane 
going on; tobacco being out. Price of coarse riee:— 

* 8rs, 


Hills 7 to 8 
or 9 to 10 f Per rupee. 





Terai 
Bhutia eclls from 18 to 20 seers per rupeo, 





= 


Bangpur.—Avorage rainfall 79. Rainfall ‘at Sadat 38, Sowing of au and 
continues, and these are up in some places, P; good. Common 
at 8 to 10 seers por rupee Feddar and water uflaiont Secope af te i 


rice 
Rainfall -67. Sowing of jute and aus in progress. Fodder and water suf 
cient. Prioo of common rice at head-quartors 9} seers, i interior from 7 
14 chitaks to 10 eoors 11 chitaks per rupee, i eras 


a8 






-—Rainfl a Saar ni an Siraj 00. Weather bot, wat 
Seaeie Heide nina. tate sae cans 
ted ees toy ba Apsiiee ‘Wages calculated at 8 to 9 seers per rupee. 





Men. Women. Children, Total. 
Test-workers ag 242 Nil 81 823 


° 
Dacca—Rainfall at Sadar 1:12, Manikganj 2°28, Munshiganj 2-23, Narainganj 1-31. 
‘Weather hot in day time; cool at night; mornings foggy. Rain doing good to Joro, Huil- 
stones did much damage to the standing orope in some villages in the Munshiganj subdivision. 
Fodder available. No cattlesdisease, Price of common rice, 9 to 10 seers per rupee. 

Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:42, Kishorganj 1:68, Tangail 1:03, Netrokona ‘35 
Jamalpur 1:05, Weather clear and warm. ws and jute vewities in progress. Prospects, 
good after recent rainfall, Oommon rico solls from 8} to 10 seers por rupee. Cattle.disease 
reported from Netrokona and Kishorganj. 

Faridpur.—Rainfall at Sadar 119, Goalundo “37, Madaripur 1:80, Tho rain has 
slightly improved the prospects, but more is much needed. Price of common rice 
risen, 8 to 94 seers per rupee, Fodder and water for cattle sufficient. 


Backergunge,—Rainfall at Sadar “91, Bhola 1:60. Weather cool, Prospect of crops 
poor. Common rice selling at 8 to 11 seers per rupee. 


Tippera,—Tovinfall at Sadar, nil, Brahmanbarin 22, Chandpur 4:76. Weather 
seasonabie. Ploughing continues. ‘Therain will to some extent remove the scarcity of water 
in Chandpur. Price of rioo rising— 





Br. c. Bre. o. 
Sadar 9 0to10 0 
Brahmanbaria 7 10 0 to lL °| per ran 
Chandpur a < «9 Bto 10.0 


Noakhali.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:88, Feni +53. Rain has done to ‘standing crops. 
Ploughing for aus going on, Fodder and water not sufficient. Common rice selis at 8 to 
10 seers per rupee. 

Chittagong.—No rain. Weather hot and occasionally cloudy. Prospects of rabi 
crops not favourable. Rain badly wanted. Fodder and water sufficient, Rico selling at 10 
soers per rupee. Sporadic eattio-disease continues. 


Patna.—Rainfall st Sadar 21, Bikram -41, Barh +78, Bihar 39, Hilsa “90, Dinapore 
26 Threshing of ren in Eom, Recent rain has done slight damage to grain at the 
threshing ground in Barh and in thana Chandi in Bihar, otherwise it has benefited su; 
tens, millet, vegetables, éo., onthe ground. Opium weighments have commenood. Fottler 
and water for cattle sufficient. Prices in Patna risen slightly common rice 10 seers por 
rupee. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 3rd April—- 


Men, Women. Children, Total. 


Relieved in poor-houses we 43 24 i4 81 
Otherwise relieved... Py 4 1 Nil 5 
Total ae 86 


Gaya—Rabi harvest finished. Ploughing for Dha/oi in progress. Prices herdening. 
Daca inellig tt wees ae wake ee 


Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar +22, Bhabua ‘58, Some rain throughout the district. 
Rain has not done much damage to standing crops or crops collected in threshing floor, 
and has benefited sugarcane. Harvesting of rabi and plantation of sugarcane nearly 
finished. Sowing of cheena in- progress. Fodder and water for cattle in Bhabua not 
sufficient. Price vf common rice 84 to 9 seers per rupes. Latest price of rice at Bhabhua 
(8h seers per rupee) fixes relief wages. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 8rd April— 


Bhabua— 
Men. Women. Children. Total. 


sey» 8,598 4,364 2,711 10,668 
Ra INL Nil 1,643 1,643 

191 72 47 310 
ve 8,788 8,450 5,585 17,818 





Relieved in poor-houses =... «30 18 5 53 
| Otherwise relieved Ean Rena a 4 











Saran. —Rainfall at Sadar 02 on 26th March. Rubi harvestin, 





being still sown.  Cattlo-disenso in parts of Gopalganj subdivision, 





Men, 
Sader subdivision — 
Relief-workers we 1,025 
Relieved in poor-houses tbat BS. 
Otherwise relieved ao 1,706 
eli a 485 
Relieved in poor-houses a 6 
Otherwise relieved aca BO 
Gopalganj subdivision 
Reliet-workors oe 2,439 
Othorwise relieved we 2,726 
Private reliot— 
Hatwa— 
Relief-workers ae | 1,588 
Relieved in poor-houses cin DO 
Otherwise relieved we 40 
Manjha— 
Relieved in poor-houses 13 
‘Otherwise rolioved 9 





‘Women. 
1211 
23 
7,204 
936 
% 
2,243, 


036 
872 


Total 


176 
4 
0 


6 
2 


craic 


Joy gelling at 12 to 14 sogrs per rupee. “Numbers on, relief on Saturday, 3rd April— 





in progress. Chena 
Namnine wages fred by 
Children. ‘Total. 
1,896 «8,082 
15 63 
1,856. 10,856 
641 2,00 
Gone 
643 8,606 
8,133 608 
4,803 15,401 
we 44,146 
1,271 4,574 
79 268 
o7 207 
10 29 
Nil i 


Champaran.—Rainfall at Motihari ‘06, Bettiah nil, Bageha +49. Rain too slight to 
affect ot except again to destroy indigo. In north of Bettiah catterpillars injuring 
indigo. esting of spring crops continues; opium collection nearly over D 

i ; i ‘at Motihari (fall) and 9 seers at Betti 


after late rain Prices—common rice 8 seers 


(rise) ; maize 92 secrs. Little rabi grain yet in market. Fodder sufficient, Water rather 
searce. 








Numbers on relief— 
Sadar subdivision— 
Men. 
Relief-workers ve 14,402 
dants oe 137 
Relieved in poor-houses 92 
Otherwise relieved we 6,705 
Bettiah subdivision— 

* Relief-workers ... 28,874 
Dependants oe 101 
Relieved in poor-houses on 114 
Otherwise relieved. ay 4,093 


‘Women. 
10,326 
206 
66 
15,358 


21,19. 
4 


being a decrease of 16,931 due to harvesting and ploughing operations 


‘Muzaffarpur.—Rainfall “33. Prospects good. 


mung sown. Prices 
are—Burma rice 10 seers, country rice 9 seers, wheat 9} seers, makati 10} barley 


Paddy and 


12 soors, gram 11 seers, rahar 18 goers. Makai and rahar fix the relief pri 


gn zolot on Saturday, 82° Ape 


Sadar subdivision— 
Men. 
Relief-workers 10,3¢8 
Dependants » 6L 
E Relieved in poor-houses 89 
, Otherwise i199 





13 
2,572 


(Public Works Departmont Agency figures not received.) 


5 
2,852 


Lands being 


Total. 
32,966 
2,250 
208 
84,401 


56,394 
4,362 


240 
ABA? 





16,268 
595 


uth 








coe AOL, Ae 

te’ 4,087,488 

s aie) 205 

dlioved in poor-houses. = 8. 48 
ise relieved Cl 8719 7,605 


Darb! Rainfall at Sadar -20, Samastipur -48, Madhubani, 0-3, 


of rabi completed. Fields are being cultivated for next crops. 


Sed April— 
Sadar subdivision—(Figures not received). 


Men. Women. 


Madhubani subdivision— 
Relief-workers so 10,168 9,652 
Dependants ee o00 Nil Nil 
Relieved in poor-houses ote 25 4 
Otherwise relieved one 8,892 13,005 


(Public Works Department Agency figures not received.) 
Samastipur subdiveton: ' 


Relief-workers ae 1,688 1,827 
Relieved in poor-honses - 6 7 
‘Otherwise relieved 4 823 681 
‘Lest-workers ae 34 130 


Monghyr.—Reinfall at Sadar -25, Bogussrai -2, Jamui +08, Cloudy 
coal for to saanon cf tho your. fais inl and forin daspaged Ly sont 


ly 
6 


Children, 
2908 8,982. 
744 200 
2,581 9,250 
1,162 a4 
72 201 
6973 «17,197 


Children. 


6,859 
1,631 


7 
6,412 
862 


45 


mornings; 


rain, 






Harvesti 


: \ . Mung ana chan benoit be 
the late rain Common riee selling at 8} eeers per rupeo. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 


‘Total. 
26174 
1,581 
36 
23,309 


-arvestin, 
continues. Sowing of paddy in low tracts and of indigo in progress. Sufficient fodder 


water. Common rice sells as follows :— 





8rs. o. 

Mongbys, bat ww T to 8 ‘| 
i oo 6 } per rupee. 
Jamui ist ig 8to 9 0 a} 


ipur.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Banka ‘38, aadkipas “46, Supaul -02, Weather 


warm. The yield of mahua in Banks is ostimated at 10 to 


Qantas, Indigo and sugarcane 


doing well. Paddy and mung boing sown, Fodder scanty in thana Katona. ‘Water oui 


cient. Cases of cattle-disease reported from parts of Banka. Prices of common rice :— 





c 
Sadar oe 814 
Banka 91 
Madhipura a. 10 Hore 
Supaul te 4 10 0 





The price of mrua at Madhipura 15 seers and Supaul 14 seers now determines the 


relief wages. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 8rd April— 
Madhipura subdivision— 


Men. Women. Children. 








Relief-workers .., 1,890 1,968 
Dependants 1. ies 8 8 
Otherwise relieved ve = 808. 999 
Supaul subdivision— 

lief -workers .., we 1,888 2,070 
Depensanta ee 1 Nil 
O ‘ise relieved we 265 560 

Total 


71 
196 
307 


585 
339 
161 





Total. 
4,55: 
20: 
1,699 
4,043 


340 
976 


184 





Field operations after heavy rain have drawn away labourers from relief-works. 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Kishanganj -83, Araria «41. Hi 


farvesting of radi or 
tion of lank 


ing on. Reoent rain has done good to kauni and mung, and facilitated pri 





cultural prospects generally fair. Somo cases of cattl orted from Araria, but 
ot in epidemic form, Fodder and water suficient. Prices of commen ties a? 
Seder ne sis 9 
ishanga: we 8hto *| rupee. 
Araria we 10 to 11 re, 





Malda.—Rointall ‘at Shibganj 19. Ploughing for déndoi rico and juto going on. 
Bore paddy iving wel. Common rico welling nk 8 fo 10 sors por upon 










me 


ja16. SUPPLEMENT 








a 
Sonthal Parganas—Average rainfall ‘31, Mola demaged by rain and cloudy weather. 
Sugarcane doing well. Rabi harvested in Godda. Harvest, sel elsewhere, Jamtara 
pricos—rice 94 seers; district prices—rioe 8 to 11 seers and maine 9 to 13 Cow-pox 
in Fodder and water-supply “insufficient in parts of district. fumbers on 





relict in Jomtara on Saturday, 3rd April— 
Men, Women. Children, ‘Total. 
Relief-workers ... 978 688 501’ 2,162 
Dependants .. 18 43 127 188 
Otherwise relieved ne 1 81 
Total 2,431 


Deoghur private relief-Wworks—men 438, women 218, children 69. 

Cuttack.—Rainfall at Sadar 453, Jajpur 2°00, Kendrapara 1°32, Banki 1:16, False 
Point 82, Weather hot. Dalua being harvested. Cattle-disease in some parts. Fodder 
generally available. Rice procurable in nearly all marts, Oommon rice sells as follows :— 





8rs. 0. 
Guttack , aie iB s 
ndrapara ++ 
Jajpur 14,7) Pee 
Banki sai, ADL 


Balasore.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°84. Rain in all parts of the district. Ploughing going 
on, Sugarcane being transplanted. Dalua crop being harvested. Cotton growing well 
Price of coarse rico varies from 12 to 18 seers per rupee in the interior. Rice sells at 12 
and 18 seers per rupoo at Balasore and Bhadrak respectively. Fodder and water sufficient, 


—Rainfall 1:28 This rain willdo much good. Early ploughing gene, 
Prige of coarse rice 16 seers per rupes in Angul and 13} soers in Khondmals. 

Puri.—Rainfoll at Sadar 2°33, Khurda 2°24. Good. rain all over tho district. State 
of standing crops fair. Food and fodder-supply fair. Price of common rice ranges between 
10 seers 8 chitaks and 14 seers 7 chitaks per rupee. Famine wage calculated at 10 to 11 seers 
numbers on relief on Saturday, 3rd April— 











‘per rupee. 
Mon, Women. Children. Total, = ° 
Relief-workers 2,705 106 652 8,463 
Dependants Ni Nil 81 31 
Otherwise relieved 12 Ww 23 52 
Test-workers 487 6 7 672 
Total 4,118 
Hazaribagh.— Rainfall at Sadar +10, Giridi 20. Further thunderstorms have 


reduced mahua to 8 annas’ crop. Mango not exceeding 2 annas possible. Staples sell—rice 
B to 11 seers, makai 9 to12 seers, mahwa 25 to 40 seers. Numbers on relief on Saturday 


8rd April— 


Men. Women. Children, ‘Total. 
Havaribagh subdivision— 
‘Tost-workers ws. 883 320 456 1,659- 
Fed at kitchens 1 88, 126 271 535 
Cotton workers, 600. 
Giridih subdivision— ; 
‘Dest-workers oat Ga007 96 40 408 
Total . 2,597 
Private relief— 
Giridih— 
Relief workers 8,259 1,352 743 5,354 
Otherwise relieved 21 18 12 51 


Lchardaga,—Rainfall “11. aed continues. Stato of fewa dian favourable 
Afahua slightly damaged by reiniall, "ico ells at Ranchi 84 seers and in the interior 
from 8 to 11 seers per rupee, Fodder and water sufficient. No report of ‘cattle-disease. 
Grain in stock sufficient for the prosent. 

_,Palaman-—Rainfall°66. Stormy weather accompanied by main and, sometimes hail of 
daily occurrence. Rabi on threshing floors seriously demu: Half of mahua crop lost. 
ewa dhon promising. Price of common rico—32 markets against 18 last week selling below 
8 seors (lowest darhassi selling at 6 seers 12 chitaks); 14 markets against 19 at 8 seers 
87 markets against 39 above 8 seers but below 9 seers; 10. markets against 9 at ony 


‘one market against 1 over 9 seers but below 10 seers. Supplies at markets becoming 
962 maunds 15 seers Burma: rico imported into Daltonganj under the bounty sys” 


Cattlo-disease reported from the eastern part of the district. 


o 





268 1705 
7 oo 5,725 
Manbhum,—Rainfall at Sadar nil, G s 
0 bly damaged by rai rpest reported from thanas Raghunathpur 
Average price of common rice 
Relief wages calculated at 94 seers 


- Men. Women. Children, Total. 


2,211 1,408 282 3,901 
Gratuitous relief ... we O72 2,848 2,014 5,884 
Total wc 93285 


‘ CM — 
Singhbhum.—Rainfall at Cheibassa “13, Chakradharpur ‘32, Ghatsilla “53, Rice 
plentiful. Price of rico 9 to 12 seers per rupee. 


General Summary.—There was general rain during the wook. Ploughing is being 
on Vij shinee ey bie 7m of early rice and jute is in progress in 
forth and “Test Bengal, In Bihar cheena and mung millets are being sown as well as paddy 
‘on low lands, Spring rice and indigo are doing well wherever 3, but in parts of 
Champaran Gant! have appeared and are doing some injury to the indigo. The mahua 
crop in parts of Chota Nagpur is said to have been considerably damaged by the recent rain. 
‘The harvesting of the rabi crops is still proceeding in some districts, and that of spring rice 
js going on in Orissa, ‘The price of common rico shows a tendency to, rise in some districts. 
In the distressed districts the priees of tho are food-grain on which the famine is 
eg cr enedin “(enciapnn clea), Bb fears? Mavgoidalod: (egaceen eisay10 coke TCL 
(common rice) 10 seers, Rajshahi (common rice) 8 to 9 seers, Pabna (common rice) 8 
to 9 seers, Patna (common rice) 10 seers, Shahabad (common rice at Bhabua) 7) seers, 
Saran (barley) 12 to 14 seers, Champaran (Indian-corn) 93 scers, Muzaffarpur (Indian- 
corn) 10} seers, Darbhan; (indian-corn) not reported, Bhagalpur (marwa) 14 and 15 seers, 
Sonthal Pi (rice at fevene 94 seers, Puri (common rice) 10 to 11 seers, Hazaribagh 
(rico) 8 to 1 seers and (malua) 25 to 40 seers, Manbhum (common rice) 9} seers, 


The numbers on relief on Saturday, the 8rd April, wore ~ 


Cparsparen 
jarpur 
Darbhanga 


i a 
Beata Jarganas 
Pari 





received. 
L775 1,271 4,574 

218 69 720 4 
1,252 748. 6,864 
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17,80,887 


11,21,987 





miata | 8.478 28,52,624 |12,507,500) 1,060,776 | 12,844 /1,72,805 
42s | 45,008 | 14,674 28,58,865 | 12,948,943) 1,08,776 | 19,844 |1,75,028 
mi ream 14,985 2,20,808 | 39,087,100) 2:77,010 | 921 1,88,079 


















































I. 
Imports ito Oatcutra, 


Statement shows the several routes followed by the Trade ix the Principal Staples of Traffic imporlel — 
into Caloutta during the month of December 1896, 
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5 Sen he rl eye ik Pri Slaples of ic 
Oaloutta during the month of Decomber 1896 :— rinhiineatilabhs 
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‘The tota Ryambervof hours of bright uashine during the mouth 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ae 






The mean temperature of the month .., 

The average temperature of March from 24 yeare? registers 

‘The highest temperature in the month = H ( 
lowest temperature in the month ,. oe 639 13th 
range of temperature during the month m ; 




















* Phe mean daily range of temperature .. eas) 
‘The greatest range of temperature in one TS ae ae 269 10th 
* Percent, 
‘The mean humidity of the month —.. pay mW 
“The average humidity of March from 24 years’ reginters Bi 66 
Anchee, 
The mean vapour tension of the month i 0708 
‘The average vapour tension of March from 9 year: " rogiaters we 0702 ] 
‘The mean cloud proportion of the month 262 i 
‘The average cloud mroparHien of ier from 20- year | 
registers tee ee QT 
Tns. 
‘The total-rainfal] of the month. o 137 





‘The total rainfall indicated by a Beckley’s self-registering : 
juge (mouth of the gauge about 52 feet above the ground) 134 
‘The average fall of March from 48 Your’ registers 134 . 




















‘The greatest fall in 24 hours 2 = 0:80 29th | 
De ] 
‘The number of rainy days in the month rt ' 
The average number of ey days in ae Fron 24 years? 
registers . ros oe 4 
The mean maximum sguitibeiam eaesperneere of ice radiation a 
during the month. ww 144-2 
‘The mean difference of sun and air temperacares 644 
‘The gi rature ¥ 152-6 28th 
‘The gre sun over air temperature ey 626 25th 
The mean temperature of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
on woollen cloth 65:9 
The mean depression of the nocturnal ‘radiation “thermometer 
‘below the minimum air temperature at 4 feet above the 
ground 49 
‘The greatest depression of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
below the minimum air temperature 102 5th 
Miles, } 
‘The mean movement of the wind per day ‘Soe 125°8 | 
"Phe greatest movement of the wind in one day... 2180 18th ] 
‘Tho greatest movement of the wind in oue hour 20°0 Sth Noon tol ra | 
| 


¥ 


The number of hours with winds from each of the 8 points— | 
N. 16, N.B. 17, B. 82, 8. 44, 8. 247, 8.W. 244, W. 65, N.W. 40, Calm 39. i 
The results of observations at the Alipore Observatory are not rigorously comparable vi 
registers of past years (at the Park Street Observatory). The barometer is about 3 fet 
Alipore, and, other things being equal, reads therefore ‘008 lower. ‘The diurnal rang’ 
temperature is also greater at Alipore, and tho mean te about 1:0° lowe 
pair, ie oe Voce! whith iri the record cena ‘at the Surveyor-Generi!S 
during 20 years and upwar found to read 0°6 highor than the Kew standard thermomel!, 
the standard of reference at the present Observatory. 1 
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of the Results of the Barometric and Thermometric Obsertations 4 
Inebes, Date. 






1. at the Meteorological Office, Chowringhee, in the month of March 1 








he mean pressure at 10 4.4. during tho month Pe we 29-918 
% ‘The mean temperature at 10 a.m. during the month ag 850 
The highest Soaks bue? end fi ee et 7 aw 1005 10th. 
‘The lowest temperature during the mont . wes OB*4e I 
© Tbe absolute range of temperature during the month .,, eer 3 | nt, eld lithe 

‘The mean daily range of temperature during the month oe ord 
| Mhe greatest range of teraperature in one day during the mouth 
| ‘The mean 10 a.m, humidity during the month ed ¥ 
| ‘Yhe mean 10 art, vapour tension during the month i 
| ‘The total rainfall of the month o ‘ 
| Phe greatest fall in 24 hours i 
| 
| ‘V'ne number of rainy days in the mouth .., as 


0. Linx, 


Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengals 
Mereoronocicar Orrice, Benoa, 


The 5th April 1897, 




















Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro. ~ 
logical Office, Chowringhee, from 28th March to 3rd April 1897, 


























‘TawrenaroRE, | Hyaoweray, i 
| sre { 3 3 x % 
Bald Fi ey 3 
g | g)2 13 a] dy i 
5 | i Eftalaa| + 4 i 
EA a 12+ [8+] s¢ | ge | os 
fi * 4 . © |’ Inches . % | Inches, 
92°3 186 7 881 135 wy 742 ot Nil 
a7 | 23 | wa| we] ee] fe] a] & | oe ; 
927 | 209 | 718 | 355 | ore “437 55-2 | 36 fa * 
Bele ar | S/R) BY) Ye |e 
950 | 929 | 721 | eee | 745 74S 70 63 ods 
Inches, * 
‘The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days 4, oe se 29886 
i=} 
‘The mean temperature of the seven days sm io wwe 885 
‘Thg extreme variation of temperature wee oo we 26:7 
‘The maximum temperature a oo oo on ane 
‘Tho moan 10 a.m, relutive humidity of the sevon days wn 68 
Inches, 
‘The total fall of rain from 28th March to 8rd April 1897... we 1:00 
The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures, 
Mersonotooica, Ovvicx, Benoat, 0. Larix, 
The 5th April 1897. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal, 








Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory tron D 


28th March to 3rd April 1897. 
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hours of 
barometer 


Provailing direo- 
sion. 5 


fean 
at 
Mean, * 
Maximum, 
Range. 
Minimam. 
Vapour tension, 
Dew paint, 
Miles recorded. 


Number 


Month, 
Date. © 
Maximom in sun, 
Sight euhakéne, 
Fabr. 





1897. 3 Inchon] °° | ° | ° | * |imches| © 
Mar. | 26th [1525] 8:0 | 20849 | 801 | 900) 179| 727) 745 |O-7SK| 7-9 


3 oe | Bumiaity, 





» [20th [1428] 7-8] +808 | 7-0 | 867 | 165 | 692) 737] +739] 721 | 85) SSEand SSW.| 167] 046 





0th | 13S 102 797 | 806 | 894) 184 | 71:0 739) +750) 70°38 75 |S Why W, WS W,) 124 Na 
* | [PP aways 
| 
| 
32 | 59 


go | Sixt] 2458] 102] 812) 807 | 904 | 180] 724) 6o6| 582 SW by Sand W} 105 | 
: | by 8. | 
| 
April, | Ist 1477] 9-7 806 a8 | 938 | 252 | 686 729) -702| 687 | 69/8 8 W,WSW,) 110, | Chioty clan, 


| 8 Why S. 





| | 
| 2nd]1503) 75) 786 | 813) v4) 169) 765) 758 | -en6| 795 | 78) SSWandSby K) 161 | O08 | Orietly dat, 
| od og 
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a | Sajico2} ou | 829) s19 





























933 | 201] 71-2] 783) 70s) 689 | 68|NNWand WN] go | Nil | Chiefy douisa 




















Todos, 
of the seven days... a ce 29-820 , 
sure of the corresponding period for 24 yours, Surveyor 
General’s Office ans ms = ne vee 29-785 
Hou 
The total number of hours of bright suoshino 5 See * 05 
‘The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine - wee 86:1 
‘The mean temperature of the seven days st vA - 804 
‘The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyore 
General's Office... fs 838 
‘The extreme variation of temperature Sy 252 
- The maximum temperature + a) 938 
‘ Milos 
o ‘The highest velocity of the wind in one-hour ‘a 5 x 1b 
‘The mean relative humidity ... pA is mj a #8 
The average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 yeurs, 
Surveyor-General’s Office = Se = 0 67 
- Auehos 
‘The total fall of rain from 28th March to 8rd April 1897 ss o 
The average fall of the correspouding period for 24 years, Surveyor-Gene. 
Office ie 0-23 





The total fall from Ist January to 8rd April 1897 .., aoe 
‘The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 4 
Office oe or n ase 2:98 
The mean pressure, temperature, are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and ‘Thermograp 
‘The maximum and minimum tempe: are obtained from self-registering thermometers. 4! 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constracted aad vorified 
Kew Observatory. ‘Whey are exposed under a thatched shed, open at the sides, and are suspenuen four | 
gooye the ground. 
The barometer’ readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman's No 
formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Otheo. 
The hygrometric clemenis are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tablea oompy'#! 
the 7 logical Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 






rections and the movement of the wind are taken frum the trace of a Buckley's ancmogray* 
‘The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 


©, overcast; p, passing temporary showers; t, thunder ; 

< lightning; , drizzling rain; , dew; =a, fog. 
Marxonovoorcat Orvicx, Govr. or Invia, J. H. Giesanany, b 
| Cabot, the 5th April 1897, For Matvorologioal Reportar to the Gort. of Inde 
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pibenig abe To end of the i 

month. month, month, month, = 
1 2 3 4 5 ee | 

" Orissa Circle. baa ine ut Rae” Sua ae J es 2” SE le 2 BR: MD 

 Paldanda Canal System| 1,176 18 3} 21,051 15 4] 1,411 9 0| 1867611 4 

Kendrapara sel sons 7 1 (01082 12 7| alse 12 6| 95090 1 6 

High Level Ousl, ange 2,428 13 6/ 17,833 8 6) 2,688 7 9| 13,665 15 8 

ito, °S 452 14 9} 8,183 2 0 610 5 0} 38230 7 0 

bitte » a 105 12 3 834 7 9 21314 8! 1,754 9 6 

Sojpur Canal | 410 9] 266 4 9 032 7/ ‘86211 4 





‘Total Orissa Circle ...| 14,260 18 7 |1,44,251 18 11} 16,946 3 1 |1,27,710 7 IL 
South-Western Circle. 


























* Midnapore Canal ... | 9,408 9 6 11,28,243 14 0] 14,819 8 9 |1,28,060 5 0 
‘Hijili Tidel Canal oe 4,918 1 0| 81,179 0 6} 2,268 1 0| 55,945 10 9 
‘Total South-Western 

Circle... we | 14,821 10 6 |2,19,422 14 °6 | 17,087 9 9 |1,79,005 15 9 

Sone Circle. : 

» Patna Canal System ....| 2,125 10 9 | 18882 11 9| 1,61012 8| 19,299 21 . 
Arrah ditto «| 4,641 14 9| 26111 4 0 1,508 1 0/ 16,782 8 6 
Buxar ditto sisi 689 2 3] 8,465 6 6 847 12 6 | 10,069 14 3 
Total Sone Circle ...| 7,456 11 9 | 53,459 6 3 8,966 9 9) 45,151 8 10 











Granv Toran ... | 86,089 8 10 /4,17,184 2 87,999 6 7 /8,51,868 0 6 

















had aeotes Transport Service. 














‘Touaos, 18097 ‘Toutaan, 1895-06, 
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Auessed Tllage Receipts. 























anwinos, 1606 1896.97. Banninas, 1895-96, 


Duringthe | Toend ofthe | During the | To end of the 
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-, Canals ... vss | 87,886 12 8-8,10,146 7. 6 36,529 1 6 |8,12,888 6 3 

“Tolly’s Nala i | 741710 8 | 74,414 8 9 7,858 2 8| 79,926 4 6 

a sets 

Total wa. | 45,274 6 6 (3,84,561 0 8 44,387 8 9 [3,902,814 10 8 
ee a 

“Orissa Coast Canal = s. | 4,767 7 3| 72,948 2 9] 10,831 0 0 75,468 4 6 
Nadia Rivers we | 8,802 1 6 | 89,828.13 3] 3,669 12 0 |1,16,064 8 0 

: Guanv Tora ... | 58,438.15 3 15,847,888 0 3 | 68,878:15 9 |5,88,42 6 9 

“ OavourTa, O. OC. Lees, . 
The bth Apri 1897. Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Eengal, 











CIRCULAR AND EASTERN OANALS. 


Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the Brad April 1897, 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 
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sacqeres | 27949014 0} a,s00xom 20 | oaere0 8 











TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return uf Iruffic for week ended 27th March 1897 on 22:23 miles open, 

















Coxcurxa Tuarnie, | M#ROMANDION ap Mrnmnar: 


= __Ommereurnings 
(estimated). 





Numbor of | Coaching 


Fiumberct | Gonching —|weightonrried.| Receipts, 


‘Teayric Taacemreas KUN, 





Ra ar.| Moss Rear, Rede, 


aozst | 5,003 6 0 20,478 80 rm 2.0 soe 
20 3 5 - 610 0210 


sarsrt0 | s0sseo 7 0] t1,90,48520| tram1s 0] 57 0 0 


Re, a B 


0 8.0 
rete 


iaeT 4 0 





09,608 | 79,007 13 0 | 208,900 20 | _g,n9 15 0 ao 


5308 9 1 om 90 use 
m1 80 Suny oes 
4.788 12:10 1,76,075 | 6a 8 +} 188123 


2,582 18-0 


5900 7 7 
0 13 4 
9,17 12 








number of 96 and Bs, ; 
Seisied mau aed m 1¢ fon sceoant a aifereuo between th approximate and aud figures for thn week ended 18th Fvbreary 9%, 
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DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Traffic for weok ended 27th March 1897 on 160°47 miles open. 
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Ba ae. Moss] Rs a. 7, 


nun 9 ¢ sr] sas 0 
an 1ST 1 = wet 7 
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200,008 | 1,07,708 4 0 | 05,000 0| 2,83,080 19 0 


At eat 
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FINANCIAL YEAR, 
Approcimate Statement of Gross Receipts of the susesBergel Railway. 
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ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 
(Currragox@ Sxotron.) 


‘Audited Return of Traffe for the week ended 30th January 1897 on 274 miles open for all descriptions of Trafle ani 
additional 19 miles for Goode Traffic only 
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FINANOIAL YEAR. 


fe ee Audited Statement of Gross Reccipte of the Assam- Bengal Railway. 
— 
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EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 


(xonvprxe N. B, Dacca, KD, xp Assam Bran Sncrioys.) 
Approvimate Return of Traffic aid Mileage for the week ended 20th March 1807 on B14 miler open. 
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98.007 00 
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6 00 
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* Audited up to 16th January 1807, 


RASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY, 


Aworvpixe N, B,, Dacca, K.-D., axp Assan Braz Szorrows.) 
Return of Trajic and Mileuge ror the week ended 27th Marck 1897 on B14 
janruami tera 


miles open. 
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ua 0 0| 260,166 0) 26,41 0 0 


7061 0 0| 840,090 0) 80m 0 0 


415 | 6072 0 0 m0 0} 870 0 0 
s7 | woo ww ol moo 
aisra | 88,996 0 0] — 800,709 | B8982 0 0 








‘ Audited up to 16th January 1807. 


DaOCa STATE RAILWAY. 


Approzimate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 27th March 1897 on 85 mites upom. 
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* Audited up to oth January 1897. 


BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWayY, 


(Ixorepas Trnwor Stare Rartway.) 


Approvimate Return of Trafte for the week ending 20th March 1897 on $19 miles upen. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO 


The Calcutta Gazette. 











WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 1897. 











OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


[Non-Subschibers ‘to the Gazette may receive the Surpieunwt separately on paymont of Sie Rupets 
par aidhilm if delivered in Calextia, or Twelve Rupees if sent by Post J 
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ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENOY GENERAL HOSPITAL. 


MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT—MEDICAL. 
Oaloutta, the 9th April 1897. 
RESOLUTION—No. 2045Medl. 


Frow time to time complaints have reached the Government regarding the 
administrative arrangements of the Presidency General Hospital. It has been 
alleged that delay occurs in admitting patients who are brought to the 
hospital; that the Resident Surgeons are not always in attendance; that the 
nadiod and nursing staff is insufficient; that the food is bad and the cooking 
arrangements defective; that the supply of bedding, linen, and clothing is 
unsuitable and inadequate; that the stock of instruments is out of date, and the 
fittings and arrangements of the operating-room untidy and neglected; and + 
finally, that the Superintendent does not devote enough time to the work of 
the hospital. 

2. The structural shortcomings of the hospital have recently formed the 
Subject of enquiry by a Special Committee, and a scheme for reconstructing the 

isting buildings as funds become available has been drawn up. Tho land 
necessary for the purpose has been acquired and provision has been mado in 
the Budget of the current year for commencing the work. A similar enquiry 
Anto the administrative arrangements of the hospital soems to the Lioutenant- 
to be desirable, in order to ascertain how far the allegations above 


referred to founded, determine what changes ) system of 
management should be int1 at once, and what further changes will bo 

when the new buildings come into use. A supply of veling ne, 
&c., has recently been given, and steps are being taken to renew the stock 
of instruments, but there are still many reforms urgently called for which 
admits of introduction apart from any structural changes. His Honour has 
accordingly been pleased to appoint the following Committee to inquire into 
cand report upon the working of the General Hospital : 


Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel G. Bomford, Princi 1, Me- 
ae College... ay) ae e «+ President, 
Allan Arthur, Esq., President, Chamber of Commerce) 
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel J. Lewtas, Officiating Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy, Medical College... =e 
Surgoon-Lieutenant-Colonel R. Cobb, Officiating Super- 
intendent, Presidency General Hospital se. > Members, 
Mrs. Ashton, Honorary Secretary, Padies Committee 
of the Canning Home and Calcutta Hospital Nurses 
Institution ae oa see oe 
Surge n-Captain D, M. Moir, Officiating First Resident 
Surgeon, Presidency General Hospital... Secretary, 
3. It will be the duty of the Committee to examino thoroughly and 
report upon all branches of the internal management of the hospital, including 
the hours of attendance of the medical and nursing staff; the arrangements 
for the diet of all classes of patients; the routine of nursing; the sufficiency of 
the instruments in stock ; the system of supplying clothes, linen, and bedding 
for the uso of patients; the number of servants employed and their respective 
duties. Their recommendations for reforms in connection with these and any 
other points of hospital management which may come before them should be 
clearly set out, and might perhaps conveniently “be accompanied by a set of 
draft rules for the management of the hospital. The Tiontenae-Goratnte 
hopes that they will find it possible to submit their report within the next three 
months. While anxious to Bing the hospital arrangements up to the level of 
present-day requirements, His Honour must impress upon the Committee the 
absolute necessity of framing their proposals with strict regard to a severe 
economy. 












By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
H. H. RISLEY, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 









No. 2018L.8.0.—Tho 8th Agri 1897—Tho following ah thie pro: 


gress made in the districts of Kiulna and Cuttack in collecting and placi 
on record the chief facts regurding water-supply are Published for Pa 
information, 


H. H. RISLEY, 
Socy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 





No, 163G.—L.8.-G., dated Calcutta, the 26th March 1897, 
From—E. V. Wasruacorr, Esa., Commissioner of the Presidency Division, 
To—The Secretary to the Governneut of Bengal, Municipal Department, 

Ty continuation of this office lotter No. 133G.—L,S.-G., dated the 21st 
January 1897, submitting the first cuartarly Teport on the progress made in 
each district of this Division in collecting and placing on record the chief facts 
regarding water-supply, and the steps taken by the Municipalities and District 
Boards of this Division to improve the existing sources of water-supply and to 
pen new ones, I have the honour to enclogo a copy of a letter No. 634, dated 
the 12th March 1897. from the Oollector of ulna, reporting on the steps 
taken by the Municipalities in his district, 





No, 634, dated Khulna, the 12th March 1897. 


From—W. H. Vincent, Esa., Magistrate of Khulna, 
To—Lho Commissioner of the Presidency Division, 

Wrrx roferenos to your letter No 36M'-Cir., dated 18th December 1896, forwarding 
copy of Government Giroalar No, 58L.S.-G., dated 12th idem, directing to submit quarterly 
reports of progross mado in egoh district “in oollocting and Placing on record the chief favis 
regarding water supoly, and tho stops, if any, that have bot: tokes by Municipalities and 
Distriot Bourse, youbectively, to improve existing resouroos of water-supply and fy open new 
ones, T have the honour to report as follows, 

2, ‘The Commissionors of the Khulna Municipality have made the following progress :— 

(@) One tank reserved for drinking purposes only he leon excavatod in the village 
Bonakhamar, 

(6) The reserved tank of the civil station is being filled up with the river water, 

(c) Plan and estimate have already been submitted to Government for sanction of a 
new tank in the village Choto Boyra, 

(@ A resorvoir of wator is boing constructed near Do garden. 

(¢) The Tootpara reservoir of water for Tootpara villages especially has been 
connected by pipes with the main reserves 

3, The Commissioners of the Satkhi Municipality have cleared some tanks in the 

ira, Pransagor and Bankal wards by issuing notices upon their owners; they have 
Twently reserved one tank named Manikpukur in the Bankal ward, and they are taking ste 
‘alitk some wells in the manner in which they aro ordinarily dug in this part of {| 
Giuntry in somo of the wards where drinking water will be sroatly needed during the ensuing 


4. The Commissionors of the Debhatta Municipality report the following progress:— 
(2) There are altogether 195 tanks within tho Municipality, of which 73 ma; be 
( called wholesome : out of the latter 36 only may wie Purpose of aatlhag 
ing good drinking water. 
(+) The number of unwholesome tanks is still 122 after the re-exoavation of 14 
moro in the year under report. Threo of these 14 were re-exoavated by 


remaining 11 were re-exoavated by the owners thervof, 

(0) Five more old tanks are under orders of revexcavation, while two have been 
Tequired to be cleansed under section 200, 

(@ Thoro is ono private woll in the compound of a private gentleman who uses its 
Water which is good for drinking purpose. ‘Iwo more wells have boon sunk 
by the Mumeipality, but they are not popular with the people though they 
contain pure water. 





: 
No, 820, dated Puri, the 13th March 1897. 
From--W. H. Ler, Bsa., Officiating Magistrate of Puri, 
To—Tho Commissioner of the Orissa Division. 
“Warn reference to your No. 8998.-G., dated 17th Decomber 1896, 1 have the honour to 
submit a copy of the Puri Municipal Chairman’s report on the chief facts regarding water. 
supply in tho Puri town for the quarter ending Bist’ December 1696. As regards the Toc 


lities outside the: Muniecipalit; ,, the names of villages containing 100 houses and upwards with 
their ation, have paegnill ‘down from the census register, and some 26 villages have been 
i ‘and their souroes of water-supply noted. No steps have been taken by the District 
Bourd during the quarter to improve ing souroes of water-supply and'to OW ones 
‘The Mariund tank is now, Tam sorsy 10 6y5 3% as filthy as it ever was. The is: 
and always. has beon, indescribably the stuff it:contains being more like!soup than water, 


Quarterly report on water-supply. 


‘There are 281 tanks in the town of Puri, out of which four’ are’ big ones; namely, the 
Narendra, Indradumu, Markand and Brroigenat belonging to the Rani/of Puri. The water 
‘of the first two tanks remains unpolluted in all the seasons during the year, but that of the 
last two, which are sacred tanks and used for religious purposes only by the Hindus, become 
dirty in almost all the seasons. Numerous. attempts. were made to keep the water of these 
tanks clean and useful, but they were of no avail, specially in the case of the Swetg: tank. 
Lately in the month of May last-an attempt was'made to'dewater and cleanse the Markand 
tank with a steam pump, which proved. total success, whereas in case of the latter it failed 
There being no proper. outlet or inlet of the Bwetiganga tank, the water of it cannot have free 
intercourse with any river or such ‘streant 80 as to remedy the defects contained in it, 

2. Thirty-four tanks belonging to both Municipality and private individuals have been 
cleansed‘and weeds removed ‘out, of om during‘the quarter under report, and a tank nedr the 
re ‘town station has been’ filled in on’ accountot its being in an ‘instnitary condition and 

objectionable to: the locality. 

8) ‘Dhore are 862 -wells'in the town both mmunicipal and private, and the ‘following in- 
provements have been mado Togarding their cleansing during the cea under review:—1 
municipal ' wells disinfected with’ permanganate of potassiam and 79 ‘with slaked lime. ‘These 
wolls were all cleaned,out-and vegetable growths in tho» removed, and:also wells ‘belonging to 


private individuals were all cleaned out in accordance with the proclamation given before the 


panchuk festival; three wells were closed for drinking under section 199A.of:the Bengal Muni- 
cipal Act, tho water being found quito unfit for the purpose. Five wells in publi ple be. 
longing to the Municij have been fitted with pumps for the convenience of the poople 
drawing water out of them. ‘The sinking of a few wells in the localities in which thoy are 
required is under consideration, and. a few insanitary tanks require filling ‘up. 
Srraza On Guoss, 
Chiairman, Puri Miinicipality. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HEALTH OFFICER 
OF THE PORT OF CALOUTTA FOR THE YEAR 1896, 


No. 869Marine. 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL—MARINE DEPARTMENT. 
Dated Caloutta, the 13th April 1897. 
RESOLUTION. 
Rrap— 


Letter from the Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal, No. 875, dated the 12th March 
1897, submitting the Report of tho Health Officer of the Port of Galeutta for 
the year 1896. 

The report was flue to Government on the Ist March, and was received 
on the 12th idem. 

2.. Establishment.—The duties of the Health Officer of the Port of Calcutta 
were performed throughout the year by Dr. Forsyth. His work was done 
in the steam-launch Zelief and a steam-cutter until September, when the steam- 
cutter was replaced by a row-boat. The Sanitary Inspector carried out his 
duties in a bholio. 4 

3. Inspectione,—The total umber of vessels inspected during the year was 
1,566, against 1,592 in the previous year and 1,589 in 1894, ‘The total number 
of vi which arrived in port was 1,032, of which 888 were inspected. 
There wero 1,053 departures, of which 728 were inspected. All vessels 
are inspected on arrival, with the exception of Indian coasting, steamers which 
are only inspected four times a year. 

4, Ventilation of crew space.—The Health Officer mentions six vessels that 
have had their forecastle ventilation improved, but ho draws attention to 
serious defects in the new types of vessels, which the British India Steam 
Navigation Company and the Clan Line have introduced. He points out that 
the iron stem-to-stern decks in the new vessels of the former Company 

«get intensely hot, and are in consequence most trying to both officers and men in 
the hot weather. Tho new cargo boats brought out by the Clan Line have not 
only narrow unsheathed iron decks raised above the iron hull, but ulso iron- 
sided officers’ cabins. The Lieutenant-Governor concurs with the Health 
Officer in thinking that both the docks and officers’ quarters of these vessels 
should be sheathed in wood. The Health Officer will be called upon to 
submit a further report on this subject. 

5. Sickness and mortality among Huropean seamen.—The number of European 
seamen, who arriyed in the port during the year 1896, was 17,053, against 
18,015 in the previous year. The daily average number in port was 1,124, 
against 1,431 in 1895. The total number of admissions into hospital was 
1,121, and the death-rate per mille was 28:46, against 24°45 in the year 
Firion, and 16°83 the quinquennial mean. Including the deaths out of 











ospital, the death-rate per mille was 40:92 during the year, against 81-44, 
26:33 and 24-50 in the three preceding years, 

Of the admissions into hospital, 23 cases were due to cholera, and 18 ended 
fatally. There were 61 admissions from bowel-complaints, one case of small- 
pox and one of sunstroke. There were 7 cases of drowning, against 5 in the 
previous year. 

The following table shows the number of admissions into hospital from 
Venereal diseases during the year 1896 and the previous ten years :— 





Yew. Admissions. —~—" 
1886 ae aoe epee it 3 1792 
1837 Zs a6 tie OURS 120-4 
1888 fee ii sw, ABB 121-1 
1889 es se 188 1143 
1890 a we 248 147-7 
1891 rd wo, -185 129-7 
1892 ave 479 2245 
1893 jos BRB 185-4 
1894 ve 343 2316 
1895 nS owe 842 238-9 
1896 i os ‘eat 191-2 
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The totalnumber of admissions is lower ‘than the admissions in’ any, of the 
preceding four years. © ¢ 
6. Sickness and mortality among the native floating p. tion — were 
altogether 219 deaths in and out of hospital, against 123 deaths in 1895 and 137 
in 1894, the detante per mille (8:54) being higher than that of 1895, 
which was 4°79. is total, 456 deaths were fiom cholera, against 68 deaths 
from this cause in 1895. ‘There was one death from small-pox, 31 deaths from 
© fever and 9 from bowel-complaints.. Twenty-nine patients died in hospital, 27 
of them from cholera, and 190 out of hospit é 
% Pilgrim trafic.—No, vessels, with, pilgrims, for, Mecca: sailed. from the 
Port,of, Caloutta, during the year) 1896; butone vessel, the. S.S, Sultan, sailed 
from Jeddah with 1,156 pilgrims and arrived at Calcutta with 1,112 pilgrims, 


_, There, were, 44 deaths, during the, voyago from,Jeddah. *No,complaints were 
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* made. 
~8: Infectious. diseases. —Five steamers. arrived, with small-pox, on board. 
The cases. were removed to,the Campbell Hospitel; and the vessels, disinfected,: 
cted members of the crew, and passengers were, vaccinated. 

The number of, corpses found, floating in the river, was 165, against 133 
in 1895. The number of carcasses was 2,707, pera 2,216.in. the previous 
year, Tho,increase, will, be brought to the notice of the Judicial: Department, 

9,, Plague,—Plague having broken ont at Bombay, quarantine was imposed 
by. the Government to prevent its being brought by sen into:the Port-of Calcutta, 
The quarantine regulations, were imposed, from the,2 1st October 1896. From 
that date to tho end.of,the year 31; steamers, arrived ‘from Bombay. On none 

Wof the vessels was there any case of plague, Itis,stated that, the masters 
of vessels. bound, from. Bombay, axe, under. instructions, from their Agents 
to, prevent the crew going ashore whilst.in thePort.of Bombay. On the voyage 
from. Bombay, to Calcutta, the crew's, quarters. aud property; are fumigated 
with; sylphux, and the floors and: walls.of the forecastle;, &¢.,, are, w: » Out 
See aphenyle lotion.. One vessel, which, arrived,in;port on; 16th December, had 
‘on; board 80. bales, of, rags; and. waste paper forthe Bally; Paper Mills, The, 
bales were uot landed, but,after beingfamigated. vrith sulphur in the hold, were 
put, into a.cargo boat, and towed.to.a point some six.miles, below, Budge-Budge 
where, they. were.Janded. and, barat, The. coolies employed) in landing and 

‘ling the bales were, washed in,a,solution-of \conrosive sublimate, andthe cargo 
+ wasalso washed with the same disinfectant. 

10. Water-supply.—Municipal filtered water,was) supplied, to. the shipping 
throughout the year, and no complaints, regarding the quality of the water 
supplied, were made. 

11, Food.—At the requost,of, tho master of the Falls.of Hitrick, the beet and 
salt, pork were examined, jand. two. casks of the formen and one \of the latter were 
condemned. . An examination of the biscuits.of the Arracan, was made at, the 
reqnest,.of the master, and,about one ton wascondemned. T:wo of;the crew of 
one, vessel complained of, thé beef, not being,fit;to,eat when cooked, but) the 
beef was found to be of good quality, A complaint made by three-members of 
the crew, of another vessel, led’ to. 3.cwt. of biscuits; being pias ie 


By, order of the Lieutenant-Governor of:Bengal; Fi 


A.D, MeARTHUR, Odtonel RE. 
Steretary tothe Govt. of Bengat. 
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STATISROS OF THE SEA-BORNE TRAFFIO OF OALOUTTA 
IN FOOD-GRAINS, si 














No. 884 Statistics —The following memorandum and statements are ee for 
general information. a, . 












































M. Frrveaye, ’ 
¢  Srarusrica, Derartaenr, Beoy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
The 13th April 1897, 
Memorandum. tf 
i . 
¥ ‘ 
* The be import and export traffic of Oaloutta in food-grains during the 10 days 
from. 22nd to Sst March 1806: and the corresponding period of 1897 is shown in the following 
é _ Statement :— 
x, 22np to Slst Marc 
3 
Whee 
1896. : 1897. 
F 
¥ 1 2 3 4 5 
2 a Owts. Mas. Onts, Mas, 
Imports. 
From Foreign Ports “ 23 81 409 557 
” i Se ase 61,962 84,337 324,673 4,41,916 
$< | es | 
Total oo 61,985 84,368 825,082 442,473 
‘ [oe Pee = et ' 
% Beports. 
To Foreign Ports... 1 820,809 4,386,657 116,039 167,942 
M4 Amdian = y -- a10 ser | 8,240 79,271 19,388 26,389 
' Total ws | 979,049 | 615,028 | 135427 | 1,84991 
ie Imports.—The different staples comprising the import traffic are shown in the table 


© below, and the figures for tho Inst 10 days of March 1897 are compared with those for the 
corresponding period of last year:— 


























aioe 
Ne 22nxp to 3lsr Maron 
1896. 1897, 
1 2 3 4 5 
i wis. Mas. Owts. Mads, 
ve] 48,228 4 4,06,240 
id a 9,667 -obra67 
m oo oo gece 1! MT gage? Cl a. Memon). Pill) ,ageuas. 
© Grom and pulses ea 4,090 10,671 
Other Sared such as jowar, eens, 5,095 
Darley, ats, &o. 
Total we | 61,985 4,42,478 
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pete teenie rena 
tigen ports from whieh rice was imported ints Chisel a 





neko 
gaattgton te 


(9,870 -owts, against 





B 
19,490 owts. in the corresponding period of 1896) and Chandbali 
{4,119 ewts. against 28,721 owts, in Ro eceeenredinnwatural last yer). bara ecninaet 


14,002 ewts. of the total import of 16,087 owts, of paddy, against nothing during the 
10 days ending Sist March 1896. The improyement.mder gram and pulses and miscella- 
neous food-grains was due to larger despatches from the Madras ports and from Rangoon, 

—In the following statement the total quantity of each kind of food-grain 
exported by sea cuing the last 10 days of March 1897 is compared with the figures for 
the corresponding period of 1896:— , 








| 22xp To Slsr Marcu 














1896. 1897. 

1 ars 4 5 
Owts. Mas, 

Food-grains, 
i 826,828 44,842 
Pads os ey | tae 
pcaliy 49,107 oc,02 
Gram and pulses... A 

Other ‘od grits uch as jower,| 2,312 3147 











| 
barley, oats, &e, 
° Total .. | 379,049 | 5,165,928 


‘The total quantity of rico exported to Foreign ports fell off from 274,180 owts in the 
ae corresponding period of last year to 109,200 owts. during 
reign the period under report, ‘The exports in the preceding week 





wero 172,980 cwis. ‘There was a heavy decline in the quantities sont to Coylon, namely, « 


5,606 owts, against 118,586 cwls. and to Mauritius 1,467 owts. against 28,041 owts. in 
corresponding period of last year; there were no exports at all to Germany and to states in 
Arabia other than Muccat and Reunion, against 66,411 cwts. carried to those ports in the 
corresponding period of last year; there was ar increase in the shipments to the United 
Kingdom— 44,484 owts. against 27,707 ewts., to Natal 29,524 owts. against 18,334 cwts., to 
Muscat in Arabia 12,477 owts. Cie 985 owts., and to Persia 4,479 cwts. against 499 ewts. 
during the corresponding period of 1896. The decrease under gram and pulses was due 
to the absence of exports to Mauritius, the United Kingdom, and to Reunion. 
‘With the coast ports there was practically no trade in food-grains. ‘The consignments 
teins Brite. of rice fell from 52,648 ewts. in the last 10 days of March 
. 1896 to 8,928 ewts. during the period now under review; 
tho port of Bombay showed a decline of 21,603 owts. ‘The increase in the trade in an 
puleos was 4,894 cwts. us compared with the same period of the preceding year. The trade 
under the other heads was small, and the fluctuations call for no remarks. 
Detailed statements showing the sources of supply and the places of destination, both as 
regards Foreign and Indian ports, aro given below. 2 
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Blatement No. T, shotting the Imports of Pooi-pin into Caleutta from Forcign ond Iu Ports from 
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© the 28nd to 81st March 1896 and 1897 (both days inclusive). 
nt : —— 
ere 
4 Port, Bice, | Paddy. | Wheat. |Orm oom ‘bae.| To 
® ley, oats, 
c. 
| 
1 2 38 ‘ 3 6 
*, * From Indian Porte. | ewe. | Ont | Owts, | Owts. 
he | 
1898 wy | 4 
Bobs a {igor woe | tances 
: (Madras os Ee ‘ 
a | 
4 
~ Modes «4 Cooonada hae 
i | 
{Masulipatam 7 (it rsh 
1806. 
‘Rangoon 1897. 12,176 
{ Moulmein ete 3) ee 
Barma “ 1896 
Akyab 1397 Lar 
(Sandoway ier 
* x z 1896... | 19,490 1,270 
« Balasore ” { 1897 | 9,370 1,086 
Balasore 2 
1896... | 28,721 | 8,897 
% Ohandbali cs { 1807... | 14119 
. 1886... | 48,21) 9,067 
‘ ‘Total Indian Ports ... {ise ve | 208,46: 16,087 
he From Foreign Ports. 
* 
United Kingdom “i (st a 
1898 
Ceylon ~ = {ieer 
18965 ve 1B 
hina—Hongkong ie 5 
1806, 
NowZesiod my ae Foe 
Ke fnsaneaae 
Hf Total Foreign Ports... {888 ~~ 2 uel, ‘io 
We asin "Garo Tour or) 1606 ...| 45208 + eer |... ma ; 
‘Hy Forriex axp a} ey 
ae 3 pian Ports w=) 1897... | 208,469 | 15,087 7,840 9,748 
ee Gra WU Gace Oe ee 
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Statement No, I, showing the Laports of Food-grains from Caleutta to Foreign an 











to SIst March 1896 and 189Y (both days inclusive), 


1d Indian Porle from the 22n 

































































































































































6,402 



























































an = a ae 
Other |» 
. si 4 food-grains, 
, ram and| such as 
Ponts. Rios, | Paddy. | Wheat, | Gram ond/ fovertba:| eel 
ley, oate, 
1 2 8 4 5s | 1 
= md 
~ 
To Foreign Ports. Cwts. Owts. Cwts. Cwts. Owts. Cwt, * 
Kingd ~ oe (1896, | 27,704 16 7,165 84,875 
Dalia eco sor | adap | 15004 45,488 
(Hamburg my (ies we | 6,008 ase 6,004 
ds = i ie ‘ 
Loremen {186 | 39,008 a 23,998 - 
By ents | sea 
1896 5,508 ents Sait 6,508 
(Capo Town + L807 6,739 pay ‘ 6,789 
Port Elizabeth wu {199 a 
spe Colony 4 Kast London, { 1808 
189%, 
” Algoa Bay otis” 
. 
= Uossol Bay, {TRE 
1896 
a UB0T 
Zanzibar So Eee oes 
tern Const of 1897... 249 
Africa. 
a Delagoa Bay... 1898, 907 com 367 
189 | 1,628 1,636 
writius a Pe vf 1805 | 470 | 68,188 
1897 yo eee 1482 
tal ss = ~~ 2808 | us | 19960) 
: 1897 ehed 32,068 
rtion se 1 {1808 12,368 
th Ameriea—Demerara ~ (ie 1,053 
. Ee {1800 | 1,541 
Muscat *.g1998 980 
hia leer | 33,477 | 
Other States... (1896. | 28,124 | 
189 | seca 
on ae 9 w= $1896, | 218,586 eae 2,284 
1897 1. | 6,608 2,851 
Hong a4 Bs en tee Py [geen Pare 
kong 1008 tos ie 
” ~ oo i 
~ {itor ai 
Sottl 993 
lements re ie ee tr 
$820,809 
Total Foreign Ports ,,, {ip 263 | 116,03y 

















To Indian Ports. 


ara 
Calicut 
# Calingapatam 
Cannanore 
Madras w 
Cochin. 
Negapatam 
Tellicherry 


Taticorn 


Vizagapatam 


* ‘Rangoon 
Akyab 
Bums «4 Kyouk Pyoo 
* 
¥ 


Moulmoia 
+ UGandoway 


Chittagong ” 


Balasore 


‘ e Onandbali 
* 
* Cuttack % ay 


Coco sland =. - 


| Kathiywar Porbandar 


Gaaxp Torr 
Fornigx xD 
‘pian Pours. 











‘Total Indian! Ports. { igep 


“3 


1896 
C1897 


1896 ww 
T1897 ane 


1896. 
"11807 

1898. 
ie {iss a 


~~ {isge 


1896... 
(1897 ae 


{leer 


1896... 
C1897 


1896 
(1897, 


~ {iso 


1896 
C1897 


fear 


~ {ir 


~ {ist 


1896 
~~ (1897 


1896 
a { 1897 


= {i807 


= (i807 


1896 
(1807 


1896 
“(1897 


~{iser 


1896 
(1897 


or ( 1896 
Ix. { 
1807 











11,643 
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STATISTIOS OF THE SHA-BORNE TRAFFIC OF THE MINOR PORTS iki 
IN BENGAL IN FOOD.GRAINS. bg 


No, 831 Statistic: —Tho following memorandum and statements H 
cere information, m8 ents are published for 


Srarisricat Derr., M. Finvcanz, 
Tho 18th April 1897. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 





‘ 
emorandum. 


Tum comparativo statements below givo statisties of the import and export trade of the 
rcinor ports of Chittagong, Narnyangenj, Balasore (including both Balasore and Chanbat), 
Gsttack and Puri during tho wock ending 14th March 1897, as compared with ihe 
trade of the corresponding period of 1896 :— 




















IMPORTS. 
Ports. From Foreign From Indian 
pores tony 
Owts. Owts, 
; 1896 : 
Chittagong ... 1897 
. £1896 
Norayanganj .., ee 
Balasore ports... 108 
1896 
Cuttack ——.,, | 1698 
* { 1896 
on “| 1897 
Total... | 1857 
EXPORTS, 
Vorte, To Foreign ‘To Indian 
porta, Ports, 
. Owts. 
é 1896 1,102 
Chittagong oF ygg7 1 me : saat 
Narayanganj ...{ Tg97 “7 een. te 
1896 46,307 46,307 63,029 
Balasore ports... | 1397 20,488 68,370 93,059 
Oatiack a LTB pe oe eg wae 
: 1806 a, 408 4,408 6,000 
Puri mw hason 0 2939 2,989 4,000 
1896 +... 6,831 57,634 64,465 87,744 
Total {i977 50,821 20,488 71,809 97,059 
The rise of 17,650 owts, in the import trade of Chittagong, which amounted to 
: 18,038 owts., was chiefly duo to tho receipts of vise and 
oe paddy from Burma, against 80 ewts. in the corresponding 
week of 1896, e 
lore being no exports to Foreign and Indian ports from Chittagong, Narayanganj, 
pasolie and Cuttack, the trade of those ports ‘ieee by 1,102 owts., 


‘ 78 owts,, and 12,575 owts. respectively. ‘Tho trade of Puri, 
© 00, fell off by 1,469 owts. on account “of smaller shipments of rico'to Foreign ports. As 
7eards tho Balasore ports, the exports of rico to Mauritius amountod to 47,882 owts. during 
the week undor review, against nothing in the week ending 14th March 1896, The 
thipments of rico to Oaloutia diminished from 30,900 owts. to 13,045 owts., and of paddy 
824 owts, to 4,660 cwts., while those of gram and pulse showed no great fluctuation, 

2,614 owts. against 2,183 owts. 
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Blatement skiing the pasate o atta imported into ‘Cua each even 
aad Tnilian Port during the eck ending 14th March 1897, as compared with the trade of 


the corresponding period of 1896. 
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Statement showing the quantities of Food-grains exported from Chittagong to each Foreign 
and Indian Port during the week ending Lith March 1897, a8 compared with the trade of 


the corresponding period of 1896. 
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Statement showing the quantities of Food-grains exported from Narayangany to each Foreign and 
Indian Port during the week ending 14th March 1897, as compared with the trade of the 
corresponiing period of 1896. 
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ii Bet Lega pri tite Batusore from 4iok: Foreign 
week ending Lkth March 1897, a2 compared with the ong 






























































































































































corresponding period of 1896, 
a . 
Other toode Z 
Piey ] este] tine, |) Sean | ete og 
Ponts rnos wanton rvonrep, ‘ats, bce # 
” 
a 
Indian Port, 
a i | Me 9 ee 
Toial fF Dy 
Statement showing the quantities of Food-grains exported from Balasore to each Foreign and 
Indian Port during the weok ending Lith March 189%, as compared with the trade of the 
corresponding period of 1896, 
> Rio. | Paday, ‘Wheat. | aioe 
Ponts 10 waic xxroxrsp, 
, v= [oer [me [oer || [we 
1 ete eeeTer pe 4 
Owia, | Owts. | owts. | owts, | owts, | owts. | owt | Owte, 
Poreion Ports. 
Manritius wy ar890 ae ee foe 
pasa ain ‘ 
Calcutta wy oe | 90,060 | 13,045 | 23,008 asi |_ sss 
Total... | 90,009 | wi,s27 | Laan Pore arr) 
.* 
Statement showing the quantivies of Foodzgraing exported from False Point in the Cuttack District 
£0 each Foreign and Indian Port during the week ending 1jth March 189%, a8 compared with j 
the trado of the corresponding period of 1896, 1 
Rice, Paldy. Wheat, | Gramand | Other food. ea: 
Ports ro wmicu xxvourE, | = las ‘ 
pom | [Jo fom [oe [i Toe [ome [ome me Pe 
1 tfalafa ofa tf «foetal 
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Sigtemont showing tho quantitios of Fooit-grtins exported: from Puri to each 
‘Indian Port during the week endiig Lith Match 1897, as compared with 
corresponding poriod of 1896. 
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2,939 
1,469 
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EXPORTS OF FOOD-GRAINS BY THE EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 


No. 852Statislics —The following statement shows the quantity of rice and other 
food-grains exported by the Hast Indian Railway from Caloutta and Howrah during the 
period from Ist January to 3rd April 1897, both days inclusive, to have been 82,09,576 
maunds. ‘Tho destination of 30,85,661 maunds is specified. About three-fifths of this 
coat (18,483,738) was carried to the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, more than 
one-fifth (6,88,820 maunds) to stations in Bengal, and tho rest (5,53,103 maunds) to * 
other provinces. In. the last week of the peed ‘99,748 maunds were exported to the 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh, and 1,28,085 maunds to Bihar. The exports from 
Caloutta to Bihar now exceed the exports from Caloutta to the North-Western Provinces. 


M. Finvcang, 
Becy. to the Gort. of Bengal 


SratisricaL DerartMent, 
The 13th Sprit 1897, 
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i 
a way) by the Raat mm Ast January to Srd 
. wi "otal from |’Poral from | 
Brartoy do wurcm |e foun | Slst Jan 2th Rebra| Week 
soit alll January | 89 t0 27th ary to 27th ending 3rd 
1e97 | Bebruary | “Murch | Att 
| 1s97, igor, | 1897. 
1 2 8 4 5 
BENGAL. 
Mas, Mas, 
ee ds, Mda, Mas, 
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PRELIMINARY NOTE ON THE OUTTURN OF THE RABI 
FOOD-OROPS IN BENGAL. 





‘Tux following is published for general information. 
Rev, Dezrt., M. Fixccane, 
‘The 18th April 1897. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 





DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND AGRI- 
CULTURE BENGAL. 





Preliminary Note on the outturn of the rabi food-crops in Bengal, 
harvested in the spring of 1897. 


Explanatory.—In consequence of the incomplete estimates 
returned by District Officers of rabi non-food-crops, it has 
not been found possible to prepare, by the due date, a 
complete report on area cultivated with all kinds of radi crops 
during the present: season and the outturn ex; d. The 
present forecast is, therefore, confined to an estimate of rabi 
food-crops only, for which early information was necessary. 
It is proposed to issue a more full report on the area 
cultivated with all kinds of rabi “crops (food and non-food) 
and on the outturn obtained about a month hence. 

2. Character of the season.—The monsoon season of 1896 
was exceptionally dry, and the rains, moreover, ceased early 
in the latter part of September. The month’ of October was 
practically rainless, no general rain was received over 
the Province till the third week of November. The absence 
of rain during this period, and the deficient rainfall of the 
previous months, produced lack of moisture in thesoil, which 
Interfered seriously with the preparation of the: land and the 
sowings of the rabi crops generally, Rain fell onthe 23rd and 
21th November in many parts of these Provinces, but the 
showers wore too light todo much good to the rabi crops 
which had been sown. In December there was no rain in 
Lower Bengal and Orissa, In North Bengal there was 
general rain on the 31st, and in Bihar and Chota Nagpur 
light rain fell on the 25th and 3lst, In January, rain was 
very light throughout the Province, in most parts practically 
ail. In February useful showers were received in all parts 
of these Provinces during the first three weeks of the month, 
which improved the prospects of the standing crops to some 
extent. o showers were generally light, except the rain 
which fell about the middle of the month in Orissa and 
Ohota ‘Nagpur. No rain fell during the last week of 
February. ‘Tho rainfall of February was above the normal 
in Orissa and Chota Nagpur, practically normal in Bihar, 
and in defect of the normal in Bengal Proper. i 
slightly damaged the standing crops in Palamau during 
the first week of February. ere was rain in the first 
week of March in parts of Northern and Eastern Bengal. 
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In the second weok slight showers of rain fell in man) 
districts ; and in parts of Bhagalpur and Palamau the rain 
was accompanied by hail and storm which did some 
damage tostanding crops, In the third,week scattered showers 
‘accompanied in some instances kad high winds) fell in 
ifferent parts of these Provinces, uring the last week of 
March rain was general all over the Province. It proved use- 
ful to spring crops, and is not reported to have injured the 
crops ready for harvest or lying on the threshing floor. 
Blight id some damage to the crops in Patna, 

3. Area cultivated.—In the district returns appended 
hereto, the total area sown with rabi food-crops during 
the season 1896-97 is estimated at 8,226,351 acres, 
against 8,993,000 seres estimated to havo been cropped 
in the previous year. The decrease of 766,700 acres (8°6 
per.cent,) is due to the early cessation of the monsoon 
rains in September last, Contraction in the area, cultivated 
is oneal noticeable in Birbhum, Bankura, the 24- 
Parganas, Nadia, Murshidabad, Rangpur, Patna, Chitta- 

‘ong, Darbhanga, Saran, Monghyr, Palamau, Puri, and Angul. 
The district reports generally state that jarge areas could 
not be sown for want of moisture in the soil. “On the other 
hand, there is an increase in the total area under rabi food 
crops this year, as compared with the corresponding areas 
of last year in Midnapore, Jalpaiguri, Dacca, Patna, Gaya, 
Shahabad and Purnea, The differences in Midnapore and 
Dacca have arisen from a revision. of estimates. The in- 
crease in Jalpaiguri is stated to be due to the introduction 
of rabi cereals and pulses in the Duars; and in the other 
districts mentioned above, the increase is due to the extended 
cultivation of radi crops on paddy lands after the failure of 
bhadoi and, winter paddy. he failure of these latter 
crops led to an extension of cultivation of boro paddy in 
Jessore, Rajshahi, Faridpur, Cuttack and Balasore. 

4, Character of the crop.—The present season has not 
been favourable to the radi crops in these Provinces. The 
crops suffered very badly at the time of sowing for want 
of moisture in the soil. The drought that followed lasting 
up to the third week of Noyembor checked the proper 

owth and development of the plants, and the showers of 
a iba and February, which were nerally below the 
normal, though useful, were not at al sufficient to redeem 
the season, Out of the 45 districts of these Provinces, one 
district only, viz,, Gaya, returns an av. crop of 16 annas, 
which is reported to be the result of timely rainfall; 6 dis- 
tricts, viz, Khulna, Rangpur, Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, 
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Bhagilpur, and Malda, retain orops’ between’'12 afng and 


i er 
i 7 ong 
Piymentingts “Back haignner y Soong 
ie Ba aee, Sonthal 
‘Champaran Monehyy ecto 


‘Hawuribagh, 
irbhom, Bankura, 
port Sobor ‘Nadia, Murshido- 


Hy aie Babe, Faridpury Chitte- 
Fepand Khondmals, Lehardage, 
Fee au, Moubhum and Singhbhas. 


Khondmals, return crops less than 8 annas, 


‘and Chittagong the oe 
‘a 


2 annas, rospeetively. 


‘a little abovo 14 annas; 22* ed 
tricts return crops varying ‘from 
8 to 12 antas, aa dca, 
including 7 out of the 10 districts 
of the Burdwan and Presidency 
Divisions, 4 out of the 5 districts 
of the Chota Nagpur Division 
and Rajéhabi, Pabna, Faridpur, 
Chittagong and An, end the 
in Manbhum 
ate estimated at only 85 and 


King the Provinco as a whole, it 


would appear that the rabi_ foo gets of 1896-97 are poorer 
than those of 1895-96, The ari métical ‘mean‘of the ‘out- 
turn of this season, calculated with reference to the ‘areas 
cultivated, comes to 105 annas, against 11} annas estimated 
‘as the outturn of 1895-96 over a large area. 

Tn the Patna and Bhagalpur visions which ‘together 
comprise §ths of the total area under rabi food-crops and where 
the area under cultivation with rabt food-crops is not ‘much 
Jess than was cultivated last year, the outturn ‘may ‘be put at 
not less than 12 annas. 


N, ‘N. Banenser, 
Assistant Director of the Dept. of Land 
Records'and Agriculture, Bengal. 


‘W. C. Macrnmnson, 
Direotor of the Dept. of Land Records 


and Agriculture, Be al, 
__ “Oxtodtta, rite 
"pas bra Aprit 1897. 








Remarks by District Officers, 
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Estimate of Outturn of Rabi Food-crops in Bengal harvested in the Spring of 1897. 
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N.B.—Twenty sunad represents » bumper crop, 16 aunas an average crop, 12 annas three-fourths of am average erop, and 80 om. 
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SUMMARY OF THE METEOROLOGIOAL AND RAINFALL preety 
TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 


TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 1897. 


Wearaen during March was more unsettled than is usual at the time of the year, 
whenthe change from cold to hot weather is becoming established. ‘Though the mean 
Values of the varions meteorological data. do not differ much from tho corresponding normals, 
they underwont mumerous and in some cases large changes, while at times they varied 
(especially temporature) largely from the normal. 

Phere were four occasions of disturbed weather owing to passing depressions, and on at 
least two of these occasions there were well-marked peculiarities similar to those I referred 
to in the report for February. ‘I'he two most important peculiarities were (1) the tendency 
which the depressions showed of moving southwards and ultimately becoming diffused. or 
disappearing over the Bay ; (2) the continued cloudy weather which lasted at ‘times for two 
or three days. Owing to the second of these two, the average cloud values are above the 
normal over the whole Provinee by from 10 to 20 per cont. except at Darjecling, where thore 
was much less cloud than ‘usual in March, As a consequence of the continued . cloud 
during the times of disturbance, maximum or day temperatures were very low, but these low 
readings were counterbalanced by the high temperatures during the early part of the month, 
espocially about the 10ch, when there was large excess in all distriots for some days. 

‘Under present conditions a more important effect of these repeated disturbances was 
the frequent rainfall. Every district received amounts in excess of the normal, and the 
distribution of the rain shows the unusual behaviour of the depressions to which it was 
distrib wer Bengal received less compared with the normal than any other part of the 
Province, whereas in Orissa more than three times the normal amount fell. Bihar and 
Ghota Nagpur also received between two and three times their normal falls for March, 
$Pthe depeessions had followed their usual contse eastward, the falle in Lower Bengal 
would have been heavier, and in all probability there would have been much less rain in 
Oesa, ‘The unusual displacoment of the depressions towards the south brought Orissa 
more under their influence, and asin the end they disappeared over the Bay, the northerly 
winds which then set in over Lower Bengal were not favourable for the development of 
the thunderstorms to which rainfall at this season of the year is due. 

‘The heavier rainfall in North Bengal appears to be connected with the peculiarity 
noticed above regarding the direction of motion of the depressions, While the shallow , 
depressions approached the west of the Province, as usual from the west, pressure fell iu 
North Bengal, and a local depression formed there. These local depressions were not: of long 
duration, but they gave rise to rain earlier in North Bengal than in the other districts. 
‘Phe fall of preksare was followed by a rapid rise, which spread southwards and met the 
shallow depression from the west, causing it to take a more southerly course over Orissa into 
the Bay area. 

‘Ai the beginning of the month the pressare distribution was still of the cold-weather 
type, readings being highest in North Bengal ‘and lowest in Ceylon. ‘Cho gradient, howover, 
was very slight, and winds were light and southwesterly over a great part of the Province. 
Temperature was below the normal except in the south-western districts, where there was a 
call excess, On the 2nd rather large changes oocurred, and entirely altered the character 
‘of the distribution. Readings became lowest over Bengal, while with the more general 
establishment of southerly winds, the area of high temperature spread northwards. Pressure 
fell more rapidly on the 8rd, and still more so on the 4th, oa which date the fall was more 
than “15 inch in Bibar, and the steady increase of gradieut continned till the 5th, ‘There 
were then present all the signs of ‘a depression over the western half of the Proviace. 
Winds were cast or soutuseast at nearly all stations, and defect in pressure increased from 
‘07 inch in Hast Bengal to 22 inch inthe west of Bihar. The depression moved rapidly 
eastward over the Province, and caused only a few showers—most of them in Hast and North 

















Bengal. 

Sito usual fall of temperature accompanied the westerly winds in rear of the depression, 
but the change was not very marked, and a considerable excess remained in the south of the 
Province. 

reesher disturbance followed in a few days, and this was perhaps tho best example of 
the double change to which I have referred above, On the 10th cloudy showery weather 
hogan in Chota Nagpur; and though pressure had changed very slightly, these winds were 
pee easterly, showing there was a low-pressure area to the west; also on, the 10th there 
southprisk fall of pressure in North Bengal and the adjacent parts of Assam and East 
Bengal, and the winds had a cyclonic arrangement round a centre near Bogra. On the 1th 
venga vere two areas of tapidly-falling pressuro—one in North Bengal, the other in Orissa 
see Chota Nagpur. ‘The winds were very irregular, especially in the southern districts. 
On the 12th and 18th pressure rose—first briskly and then rapidly—in North Bengal, and the 
area of lowest pressure was on the former date over Orissa, and on the latter over the 
Cirears and the south-west of the Bay, 

Seattered showers fell on the 11th in most distriots, and in a few on the 10th and 12th; 
but as northewesterly winds became general, the cloudy showery weather soun co a. 
From being about 10° above on the 11th, temperature fell to 6° below the normal on the 
13th, after which it began to rise, but was not in excoss till the 17¢h, Bevtled weather with 
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southwesterly winds and steadily increasing temperature prevailed till the 20th, when the 
third disturbance began, The fall of pressure in North Bengal, which was suob a noticeable 
feature in the provious case, was not marked in this ease, but the rapid rise began in the 
extreme north of the Province, and had the same effect as before in forcing the depression 
over the north of the Bay. On tho 22nd pressure was lowest in Bibar, and. south-easetrly 
winds, prevailed over the whole Provinee ; on the 28rd readings were low at all the westerns 
stations as fer south as reat on the 24th lowest pressure was in the north of Madras. 









but a diflerence arose from the rise of pressure not being maintained over Bengal, This 
resulted in a uniform distribution over the Province, irregular winds, and continued 
thunderstorms. 

‘Tho rainfall caused by the above disturbance began on the 21st, but was then limited to 
a few scattered showers, mostly in Chota Nagpur, On the three following days showers were 
very general over the whole Provinee, and in some places heavy, a few stations in Orisea and 
tie adjacent part of South-West Bengal reosiving more than 3 inches. The rainfall ceased 
first in Bibar on the 24th, and on the 25th was confined almost entirely to North Bengal 

ind Orissa. * 
; Unusually dense cloud for the season provailed for two or three days, and mean tem- 
perature fell many degrees below the normal. The coolest weather was on tho 24th when 
defect varied from 5° in the east to 16° in Chota Nagpur and South Bihar. 

A short period of cool settled weather followed, the first signs of an interruption appear- 
ing on the 28th, when winds became easterly and thunderstorms began in the west, Pressure 
changes ou that date were more irregular than usual, but gave only a faint indication of 
unsettled weather. On the 29th pressure rose everywhere, but again by variable amounts, 
and the local storms were evideutly due to the interaction of the variable winds which then 
obtained, 

The rapid fall of pressure on the 30th in North Bengal caused a steeper gradient from 
south-west to north-oast ; a more regular system of south-westerly winds followed, and by the 
end of the month weather was again more settled, ‘Temperature remained low throughout 
the last week owing to the frequent thunderstorms, the average defect being about 5°. 

Pressure on an average for the whole month was slightly below the normal in all 
districts, the greatest defect being about ‘02 in Lower Bengal, Orissa, and part of Bihar, 
The changes that occurred during the month were at times large and irregular; but as the 
more important of them have already been described above in connection with the disturb- 
ances, it is wunecossary to make any further reference to them. 

Temperature.—Neither day nor night temperatures show much variation from the 
corresponding normal means, but the variations from day to day were at times very large, 
Daring the eorly part of the month thero was considerably greater heat than ig usual io. the 
early part of March, excess at times being more than 10°. During the latter half of the 
mouth, when weather remained unsettled for several days at a time, there was a large defect 
in mean daily temporature. These differonces neutralise one another on an average for the 
whole month, so that the mean difference is rarely more than 1°, There was a small excess 
in the south of the Province and a small defect in the north, 

Rainfail.—Tbere were four periods of rainy weather, the most important being between 
the 22nd and 24th when general and in places heavy rain fell over the whole Province. 
Light scattered showers fell about the 6th, the 11th, and after the period referred to in the 
previous sentence on the 29th and 30th. The showers were much heavier on the two last 
geeasions, espocially in tho" south-western districts, where some places received more than 
3 inches, 

‘Tho average rainfall for the month is above the normal in all districts, more especially 
in the west of the Province. Exces: is 2°62 inches in Orissa, 1:33 inches in North Bengal, 
nearly 1 inch in Chota Nagpur and Bibar, and about half-an-ineh in Lower Bengal. 

‘The rainfall being caused by thunderstorms was irregular in its distribution, and it is 


aa ss giving details of the larger amounts, as they are to be found in the Preceding 
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‘The following table gives the summary of the tem and rainfall data of each of 
the seven inetooralogioal Siete of the Province for the month of March 1897 : 
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Merrororocroat Orrior, BENGAL, C. Lars, 
The 18h April 1897. Meteorologioai Reporter to te Gort. of Bengal. 








Meteorological Observations taken at 





the Alipore Observatory from 




































: ' 4th to 10th April 1897, 
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Py, 
q ‘Sth | 1635] 10-0 780 | 825 | 977] 299] 07-8 67°8 | 485 | 581] 49/8. and SbyW] 160 Clear, oy 
w [20th [1565] 95 ‘770 | 868 |1018| 970] 248 71 | +552] 61-8 | 48 SWibys andSS} 150 ” Clear, ~ 
z of the seven days, is x oe 29835 
ure of the corresponding period for 24 yours, Surveyor 
General’s Office ane SS =: 99°767 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine ee : rr 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ta 87-2 
‘The mean temperature of the seven days see <o 82-2 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor 
General’s Office ite ave hee 845 
‘The extreme variation of temperature ,,, 33:7 
‘The maximum temperature ... os 7 101-3 
er 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour, ie = 15. 
°, 
‘The mean relative humidity .., we ane ws 58 
The average relative humidity of the Oorresponding period for 24 y 
Surveyor-General’s Office oe a on 68 
Bf ” 
Phe total fall of rain from 4th to 10th April 1897, a O28 
average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General 
joe “te BS tee on ~ 0-40 
The total fall from Ist January to 10th April 1897 


ove a 881 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office me see ie ate 3:83 
Tho mean pressure, temperature, &o. are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and Th 
from obeorvations made Oh. Thc dks onsen e srangrapl, 
maximum end minimum temperatures are obtained from self istering thermometers, All the 
vO ters ate verified and the readings have becn corrected to a stan Constructed and verified at the 


ai 
Observatory, ‘They are exposed under a thatched shed, open at the sides, and are suspended four feet 
ove the groun 


The barometer Teadings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman’s No, 86, 
nerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office, 


the hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed ii 
Meteorological Office, and based on Reguault's medtdorson of August's formula. in 
The directions and the movement of tie wind are taken from the truce of a Bookley's anemograph, 
ground, 












The mouth of the Tain-gauge is one foot above the 
© overcast; K, thunderstorm; p, passing temporary showers; 
t, thunder; <, lightning; =, dew. 
oalc 1 Oreioe, Gove. or Inna, J. 0. Guzaxy, 
: l For Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of India, 


























Results of the Barometrical and Thermometrical Observations taken at tae Meteora, 
logical Office, Ohowringhee, from 4th to 10th April 1807, 
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‘The mean temperature of the seven days ee om on 839 
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‘The maximum temperature or aee on oe wr 
‘Tho mean 10 a.u. relative humidity of the seven days — aw = 8 
Inches, 
‘The total fall of rain from 4th to 10th April 1897 ve ODT 


‘The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures. 


Maxrzonovoercat Orricz, Buncal, ©. Lrrria, . 
The 18th Aprit 1897, Mateorological Reporter to the Govt, of Bengal, 

















CIROULAR AND EASTERN CANALS, 


Approximate Return of Traffic for the week-ending Saturday, the 10th April 1897, 
‘28 compared with the corresponding week of the previous year, 
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©. W. Cuarxx, Assistant Auditor, 
Trarrio Avpir Orrice, Goons Divison, Jawaurun, the 7th April 1897. . 
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TARKESSUR BRANOH RAILWAY. 


















































Approvimate Return of Traffic for week ended 3rd. April 1897 on 22:23 miler open. ‘ 
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DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 3rd April 1897 on 160-47 miles open, 
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(a) Tnoludes audited figures to week ending oth February 1807, 


. FINANCIAL YEAR, 
Approximate Statement of Gross Receipis of the Aesam-Bengal Railway, 
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ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 
(Cmrragone Sxotiow.) 


of Traffic For the week ended 6th Fébruary 1397 on 274 imiles open ducted Pacts es 
additional 12 miles for Goods Traffic only 
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FINANOIAL YEAR. 
Audited Statement of Gross Receipte of the thang} 'Roiteay, 
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DACCA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approsimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 3rd April 1897 on 86 miles open. 
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* Audited-up to 6th February 187. 











BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 27th March 1397 on 125 miles open, 
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* Audited up to week ending 80th January 1807, 
BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY. 


(Laoxepes Tremor Stare Rureway.) 


Approsimate Return of Traffic for the week ending 27th March 1897 on 819 miles open. 
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decrease is dus to the Migh Mela which was heldiat Alluhabad in the. Ling work of the previow year. 
in chit ment thes a ns in.8 is dae to local 
t eater he dereaasan ours i dant incetiea lal tate owe Sass cae” 


.. PARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED, 
Bee : oe : 


Approximate earnings for the weok ending 32d-April 1807 
Gorrenponding perisd of 1806 ae Ae ~% weed 
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Receipts from Tat Junnary to SrdApril 187 
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F 








| WEATHER AND! OROP REPORT, 





| For the weak ending the 12th April 1897, 


Burdwan.—Rainfall at Sadar “10, Raniganj +13, 
ing of rabi completed, 
‘water scaros in somo villages. Rioo selling 


lends continues. — Harvesting 
irrigated. Fodder sufficient, but 


Badar 
Kalna 
Katwa 
Raniganj 


Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar +08. Weather hi 
Rampur Hat 


going on, Price of rice at Sadar 9 seers, and at 


Weather hot. Plonghing of 
Onions and ‘vogetatlo aa ors oF 
fallo 


as Ws t— 
8rs. 0. Sts. c.. 
~ 9 8 tole 0 
++ 10 0 toll 0 
-» 10 0 to10 5 ¢ Por rupee. 
ws 9 8 


ot. Foughing and manuring of fields s 
De 


# seers per rupee, 


Rainfall at Bankura “14, Vishnupur ‘21, Khatra -53, Raipur 22, Indas “16, 


Bankura.. 
Onda “30. Weather rather oool in the beginning of the 
in the district. 


rabi 5 annas on an avera; 


week, but: 


at Bankura 11 seers, 


Export of rice continues, 
Vishnupur 11} seers per rupee, 


hot now. Outturn of 
Common rice selling 


Midnapore.—Rainfall at Sadar 89, Oontai 


pects of indigo, ti? and boro good. dus ia bein 
tines. Ploughing going on. Oattlo-di 


Binpur, and Sabong. "Common rico selling as follows :— 


Sadar 
Contai we 
Tamluk 
Ghatal 





*45, Ghatal -43. Weather seasonable, 
ig sown. Plantation of sugarcane still con- 


reported from Keshpur, Garhbeta, Debra, 
S8rs, 
11 
1 13 
ll to 8 bo acapoe, 





103 to 


Hooghly.—Rainfall at Sadar “06, Scrampore “15, Ploughing going on briskly. Com- 


mon rive sells from 8} to 10} seers 
Howrah.—Rainfall at 


per rupee. 
Sadar -23, Ulubaria 








"02, Weather hot. Ploughi 


for aus and 







aman in Ulubaria going on. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice ge! at 8} to 
11 seers per rupee, 
24-Parganas,—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Barasat +08. Woather hot in day, cool at night, 
Sugarcane improved by recent rain. Bloughing going on briskly for aus and jute crops, 
Fodder adequate, Water i ient in some parts of the district, Common rive sells as 
follows :— 
8rs. o. 
Sadar ae see 9toll 0 
Barasat 0 ase 9 
Basirhat os “ es 10 8 ¢ Per rupee, 
Diamond Harbour .., oo aw 10 0 
Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Kushti 01, Ranaghat -03. Woather hot. Ploughing 
for bhadoi going on. Rain urgently required at Kushtia for ploughing. Sporadic cases ¢f 
cattlo-diseaso: in Sadar, Kushtia, and Meherpur  gphiivisione ater-supply generally 
deficient, Fodder insufficient in places, Oi F sells from 8 to 10 seers Por rupee. 
Numbers on relief on Saturda , 10th April— 
Men. Women, Children, Total. 
Relief-workerg oo - 11,719 1,814 1,582 15,115 
Dependants one 802 341 3,766 4,409 
Otherwise relieved 4, ++ 1,984 10,228 4,356 16,568 
— 
Total 36,092 
— 
Murshidabad.—Rainfall nil. Weather hot, Sowing of bAadoi going on in low lands 
Indigo and mulberry doing fairly well. Fodder sutiiciont, on rice sells as 
Sr. 
Sadar 8] 
Kandi ‘9% } per rupee, 
Sangipur 9 








\ 
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Latest price of common rite where tost-wérks are is} soars por rupoo, Numbers 

on relief on Saturday, 10th April, Sadar and Kandi eer ata j 

"i Men. Women. Children. ‘Total. 

TDest-workers sa wae 1,689 14 176. 1,829 
Jessore-—Rainfall at Sadar -03, Jhenida *06. Days hot; nights cool. Ploughing and 


© sowing going on. Harvesting of boro commenced. Rain is badly wanted for the sowing of 
pai ‘on high lands, Fodder and water available excopt in places. Common rice sells as 
lows :— ‘ 








Ss. 
Tessore we oo 9 to a4 
ere a a 9 to 10 }Per Fupee. 
Narail : Be 10 
=e oo - ae 10 to 11 


Khulna,—No rain. Weather hot in day ; nights cool. Cultivation of aus progressing, 
Prospects of tore fair. Common rice sells as follows:— 


8rs. c. 
Sadar oo on aw 9tol0 0 
Satkhira ia oe on 9 5 | per rupee, 
Bagerbat oe on oo lo 1 


Relief-wages caloulated at 10 seers per i ag Fodder sufficient. Water very scarce, 
A few cases of cattle-disease Numbers on reliei— 


Men. Women. Children. —Total. 


Reliefworkers ows we 2258 Nil 194-9452 
Otherwise relieved -.. “foo 9620824161 
? Total ww 6618 


Rajshahi.—No rain. Sowing of bhadoi paddy, jute and fi} continues. Pro: of” 
standing orops (bore paddy and tid) reported to bo fair.’ Fodder available. Soarcity of water 
felt in places. Price of common rice ranges between 8} and 10 seers per rupee, Numbers 
on rolief on ‘Saturday, 10th April— 


Men, Women. Children. Total. 
‘Tost-workers on 868 Nil 4 872 


Price of rice at relief-works, 8 seers por rupeo. 


Dinajpur.—Avorage rainfall “01, Nights cool. Sowing of diadoi and jute going on. 
Rain requited for jute. Condition of cattle good. Fodder and water plentiful. Common 
ioo selling at 10 seors at Sadar and 9 scers at Thakurgaon. 


Jalpaiguri—Rainfall at Sadar *16, Alipore Duars *24, Days warm; nights pleasant. 
Weather is favourable to agricultural operations. Oultivation of bhadoi and jute going on. 
No want of fodder and water. Average price of common rice is 8} seers per rupee. 


Darjeeling.—Rainfall at Sadar -44, Kurscong ‘16, Siliguri +10, ‘Woathor soasonstle. 
Hills—Biutta, bhadoi dhan, and chota marua progressing. Terai—Ploughing going on for 
dado’ and jute; tobacco being cut. Price of coarse rices— 


Srs. 
Hills os as a w Tto 8 
Terai s om of 540 10 | Per rupee 


Bhutia sells from 18 to 20 seers per rupee, 


Rangpur.—Avernge rainfall 7. No rain at Sadar. Sowing of aus and jute goins 
on Vii ly and germinating well. Weeding of aus commenced. Prospects good. Common 
rice sells at 8 to 10 soors per rupec, Fodder and water sufficient exoopt at Kurigram. 


Bogra.—No rain. Weather hot and clear. [ierachi or cheena being reaped ; outtaen 1° 
annas, Sowing of aus and jute continues. Fodder and water sufficient. | Common nim 
selling at head-quarters 9$ soors, and in the interior from 7 soons 14 chitaks to 10 se 
11 chitaks per rupee. 





Pabna.—No rain. Weather hot, Standihg crops fair, but rain much wanted for the 
soning at fhepe args Fodder plentiful. wages calculated at 8} soars per rupee. 


on Saturday, 10th April— 


Men. Women. Children, ‘Total, 
‘Test-workers ave 898 Nil 116 61a 


Dacca—No rain, Weather very hot in day, but, cool at night. Sowing of jute and 
aus paddy going on. t of boro paddy fair. Foddor available. Price St och its rice 
9 to 10 seers per rupee. ittle-disease in parts of the Munshiganj subdivision. 


Mymensingh.— Rainfall at Netrokona ‘08, elsowhere no rain, Weather warm. AI 
<adynan julcrare bellig'sown. Boro peddy” is being ‘harvested, Prospeots ‘atietactory. 
Gommon rice sells from 84 to 12 seers per rupee. 

Faridpur—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Goalundo -05, Madaripur -82, Weather hot. 
Sowing of aus paddy and jute going on, but rain is wanted. Fodder and water suificient. 
Rice sells at 8 to 94 seers per rupes,. 

Backergunge “No rain, Days hot; nights cool. Prospects of crops poor. Common 
ive selling st 8 fo 10 seers per rupee. 

Tippera.—No rain. Weathor dry, but nights oool. Sowing of paddy and jute con- 
tinues. Fodder sufficient. Prioo of rice rising— 


Num 





rs. 0, Srs. o, 
Sadar 9 O0to100 
Brahmanberia ... ° 8 0to10 8 perme. 
Chandpur igs «9 Btol0 0 


Noakhali—Roinfall nil. Ploughing for avs continues. Prospects not good. No 
cattle-disease. Fodder and water not sufficiont. Price of common rice 8 to 10} seers per 
Tupeo. 

Chittagong.—No rain. Weather hot. Prospects of rabi erops not good. Rain 
badly wanted. Water and fodder sufficient, Rico selling at 10 seers per rupee. 


Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Bikram ‘11, Bihar “31. Rabi crops being threshed. 

» Opium weighments going on, Sugarcane, millets aud vogetables doing well. Prices of 
gosrsor grains lightly tin. | Comion ioe at Paton 10 sears per rapes, "Fodor and. water 
for cattle sufficient. Green fodder searce in Bihar. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 10th 


‘April— 
; Mon, Women. Children. + Total. 

Relieved in poor-houses ae 54 37 23 114 
Otherwise relieved... one 8 9 4 21 

Total on 135 


Gaya.—Sugarcane doing well. Price of common rice at Sadar 8 soors per rupee. 


Shahabad.—Rainfall at Buxar ‘07 and Sasaram ‘34 not damaged crops on threshing 
floor and benefited sugarcane and cheena, Rabi harvest and sugaroano planting over. Sow.ng 
of oheena going on. Fodder and water for cattle sufficient except at Bhabua. Price of 
common rice 8} to 9 seers per rupee. Latest price of rice at Bhabhua (8} sears per rupee) 
fixes relief-wages, Numbers on relief on Saturday, 10th April— 








Bhabua— 
Men. Women. Children. Total. 
Reliof-workers —... we 8,647 4,393 2,299 10,889 
endants too «= “Nil Nil 1,869 1,869 
aleve in poor-houses and 206 82 66 854 
ens. 
Otherwise relieved 4,093 9,388 6,255 19,736 
Sasaram — 
Relioved in “houses 81 17 6 be 
‘Otherwise relit i 43 sh 57 
Arrah— 
Relieved in houses ate 38 8 ¥, 53 
Otherwise relieved hee 4 7 2 13 
Dehri— 
Bolioved in kitchens on 47 42 74 163 


Total ve 82,688 


. 
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Saran.—Nb rain. abi harvesting almost concluded. Cheena sowing still going 
Prospect of mango improved by west wind. Iimine wage fixed by barley selling at 12 
14 seers per rupee. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 10th April— » 

Children, otal 


on, 
to 














Men. Women. 
Sadar subdivision — 
Relief-workers one 1,607 2,087 2,292 5,976 
‘Relieved in poor-houses a 81 25 19 75 
Otherwise relieved see 1,988 8,786 2,736 18,510 
Siwan subdivision 
Relief-workers 401 641 514° 1,606 
Dependants Ni Nil 98 98 
Relieved in poor-houses 5 2 3 10 
Otherwise relieved . eee 7 2,510 788 4,075 
Gopalganj subdivision— 
Relief-workers 2,887 8,230 8,424 
Otherwise relieved 9,084 6,983 18,201 
Total on 61,976 
Private relief— 
Hatwa— 
Relief-workers 1,748 1,146 4,394 
Relieved in poor-houses 78 67 231 
Otherwise relieved 90 65 195 
Manjha— 
Relieved in poor-houses oo 3 6 10 19 
Otherwise relieved on 1b Nil Nil 15 
Koildwa— 
Otherwise relieved ee 60 146 54 260 
Total we 5,114 : 


Champaran.—Rain (Motihari 2, Bottiah *5, Bagaha *3) of no value to rabi, but 
injurious to indigo in most concerns. Harvesting of raéi continues. Opium collection finished. 
Lands being ploughed for diadoi and aghani_crops. Prioos aro—common rice 8} seers (fall), 
maize 94 soors (fall), barley 14 seers (full). Fodder sufficient, Water ecarco. Numbers on 
relief- \ 


Men. Women. Children, ‘Total. 








Sadar subdivision— 
Relief-workers 14,878 9,665 8,579 82,622 
Dependants 159 242 2,187 2,588 
Relieved in poor-houses * 94 76 44 214 
Otherwise relieved ve 6,522 15,505 12,161 34,178 
Bettiah subdivision— 
Relief-workers 23,654 20,429 10,960 55,048 
Dependants 3 174 3,956 4,260 
Relieved in poor-ho 7 59 243 
Otherwise relieved 8,762 5,198 18,266 
Total ve 147,414 


Muzaffarpur.—No rain. Prospects good. Rabi harvesting over. Priocs are—Burma 
rico 94 seers, country rice 9 seers, wheat 9} seers, barley 11 seers, gram 10} seers, rakar 
re Bed Barley and rahar fix tho relief prices. Numi on relief on Saturday, 10th 

pril— 
Mon, Women. Ohildren. Total. 





Sadar subdivision— 
Relief-workers we 18,857 5,018 8,429 21,804 
Dependants yh Seip LB 8 TIL 827 
Relieved in poor-houses rs 28 10 5 43 
Otherwise relieved = 3,519 8,680 6,622 «18,821 

Hajipur subdivision— ; 

Relief-workers 2,862 8,236 1,848 7,946 
Sp meres ie bs 352 852 
Rel in poor. 8 3 2 13 
Otherwize xcliovod «8171, 986 599 3,402 


‘Total ve. 88,692 


nae 


“Bala ot Madnubant 14. ‘This hus dono som good to erope. Aten ‘and 
han doing wall. Harvesting of rath coccinea are boing propared for the mnt 
‘erops. Common rice selling at Por rupee. Numbers on telief on Saturday, 10th 





Fang re 
on— 
ine fe Moo. Women. Children. ‘Tota 
Relief-workors s+ 28,260 28,045 6138 61,843 
ei 1,223. “Nil 8592” ais 
Relieved in poor-houses 39 15 7 


16 0 
Otherwise relieved 6,531 16,349 8,275 81,155 





Madhubani subdivision — 
Relief-workers 23,481 21,610 10,124 155,215 
D 184 Nil 6,135 6,269 
Relieved houses 60 20 16 96 
Otherwise ved. os 4,135 13,992 6,669 24,796 

Samastipur subdivision— 
Relief-workers ue 1,505 1,940 888 8,833 
Relioved in poor-howises - 7 a 1 415 
Otherwise relieved rm 356 781 491 1,628 
Test-workérs oo 28 114 36 178 
Total oe 189,413 
—_—— 
Private relief— 
* Darbhanga Raj— 

Relief-workers oe 11,558 4,876 1,495 17,929 
Gratuitous relief on 1776 4,463 8,075 9,314 
Total oe 7,248 
— 


Monghyr.—No rain. Rabi harvesting practically over excopt castor. Lands are being 
longhed for bhadot. “Ma ye . Stra; vf cattle-digease 
k nghed for Fe a ery Poor 'Y cases of cattle. Teported from 


rai, No want of 


mn rice sells as follows :— 


8rs, o. 
w= 7 to 9 0 
> 8 | pr mpe 


i 
5 
f 

; 
E 


=) 





tle-disonse reported from parts of Banke, Prices:aro— stevie 








‘Nawbers on slat on Saberday, 100 Agail— 





5 es Men. Women, 
Madhipura subdivision— 
Relief-workers .., 2,061 1,125 
Dependants — 6 313 
Otherwise relieved 1,050 80 
Supaul subdivision — 
Relief-workers ... 2,017 513 8,923 
Dependants — ... Nil su 8u 
Otherwise relieved 606 162 979 
subdivision— 
Otherwiso relieved. ove 16. 18 3 36 
aes’ 
* Total ove 13,078 


Purnea.—Rainfall at Saar “09. Rubi harvest in progress. Sowing of thadoi paddy. 
and jute going on briskly. Prospects generally fair. Some cases of cattle-disease reported 
from thana Kalinganj, Fodder and water sufficient. Prioos of common rico :— 





Sadar a 2 att 9 
Kishanganj ver 0. 9.0 per ruy 
Ara m9 to Fa nn 





Malda.—Rainfall at, Chanchal ‘10, Harvesting of wheat still continues. ‘Lands havo 
been prepared for. bAadoé paddy and jute. Tain wanted for their sowing. Fodder sufficient, 
Common rice selling at 8 to 11 seers per rupee. 


Sonthal Parganas.—No rain, Weather hotter with west winds. Harvesting of rabi 
nearly over; outturn not known. Mahw2 damaged in Jamtara, elsowhere fair. Waters 
supply loss than last year. Clattle-disoase in Rajmahal. Prices aro—oommon rice 8 to LL 





seers and maize 9 to'13 seers. Price of rice at Jamtara 9 scers per rupee. Numbers on 
reliof on Saturday, 10th April— 
Men, Women, Children. Total. 
Jamtora— 

Reliof-workers ... 7 504 448 1,709 
Depondants it 33 99 146 
Otherwise relier 23 38 Nil 61 
Potal ae 1,916 


Deoghur private relief-workers—men 750, women 377, children 203—total 1,330, 


Cuttack.—Rainfall at Jajpur -24. Weather hot.  Dalua bein, 


reaped. Tico and 
fodder gonerally available. Cattlo-diseaso has appeared in. places. 


Jommon. rive sells 95 








follows :— 
Srs, ¢ 
Cuttack ae . B 8 
Jajpur ‘ 4.7 
Ranepare 14. 7 Pee 
Banki oe oe oe 14 18 
Balasore.—No rain at Sadar, Rain in interior: has caused a little damage to daius 


‘erop. Ploughing going on. Sugareane being transplanted. Cotton crop well. 
Bee of soe wntice fem 13 to 10 soors per eupoo im the interior. Wtioo wells gt 2 and 


13 seers por rupoo at Balasore and Bhadrak respectively, Fodder and water sufficient. 


Angul.—Rainfall at Angul 2:45, Khondmals “36. Weather cool. Floagtin general. 
ea sufficient. Cnttle-disease abating. fice sells at 16 soers in Angal aud 18} soers in 
ondmals, 


Puri,—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Khurda 1-01. State of standing crops (maudia, dala, 
ahena and mung) fair. Food and fodder-supply also fair. Prices stationgry, Famine wages 
calculated at 10} to,12 seers per rupee. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 10th April— 





Men, Women, Children, Total. 

Reliof-workers we 4,454 129 913, ' 6,496 
ai psu) me raahe 9 Ni 9 18 
Otherwise relioved MebSin. a 2B 4 a8 
‘Test-workers mr, an 480. 6 93 67 
‘otal seat 


Gratuitously relieved from ‘private charity-fund—mon 84, wom n 177, and 


children 103 
= total 389, ei 





Cotton workers, 600. 
Giridih subdivision— 
Otherwise relieved 484 379 839 1,162 
Test-workers BR 106 72 780 
Total es 4252 
Giridih Private relief. aa 
workers... vey, 4,773 2,804 1,733 8,810 





Lohardaga.—Rainfall +37. Ploughing continues, Mahua slightly damaged by rai 
fall. “Slalo of twa dian good. Tivo sells at Ranchi 8] seco, cad ia ne ets 
from 8 to 1L.scers por rupeo. No report of cattle-disease, Fodder and water sufficient, 
Grain in stock sufficient for the present. 





Palamau.—Rainfall 68. Weather hot and bright sinoo Thursday (8th). 2di reaped, 
‘but not yet housed ; outturn about 6 annas. Muhua falling; not more than 6 to 8 annas 
expooted. Again furthor groat rise in price of rioo—55 markots against 32 in last week 
below 8 seers; 14 markets against 14 at 8 seers; 22 markets against 37 above 8 
seers, but bolow 9 soers. Selling price of wheat 9} seers, barley 13} seers, gram 11 scors per 
Supeo. 285 mounds and 83 seers Burma bounty rio imported this week Cattle disoreo 
reported from Garhwa and eastern part of the district, 


Men. Women hildren, Total. 






Rolief-workers na wee 1,746 1,264 363 3,878 
Otherwise relieved ¢.! me 484 940 242 1,668 
Total ea 5,039 


Manbhum,— Rainfall at S.dar -22, Govindpur +18. Weather scasonable. Muhua tuxthor 
damaged hy the rain during the week. " Outtle-disease reported from thana Puralia. - Scarcity 
of water reported from ‘somo parts of Govindpur subdivision. Fodder suffloiont at 

resent. Average prico of common rivs 05 seers at Sadar and 9 scers at Govindpur. 
‘ages on works calculated at 9 soors on average. Supply sufficient at present. Numbers 


on relief :— 
Men, Women. hildren, —Total. 
Gratuitous relief .., on 951 2,270 1,816 5,087 
‘Test-workers 2,183 1,475 295 8,953 


Total ae 8,990 
Singhbhum.—Rainfall nt Chaibassa -89, Chakradharpur ‘74, Ghatsilla -55, Rico 
plentiful Price of rico 8 to 124 scers per rupee. 


General Summary.—Rain fell in many districts during the weck in slight and 
feattored showors. | Tho ploughing is in progress, and tho sowing of carly rice and jute 
in Northern and Eastern Bongal and of millets in Bihar is going on, Spring rice, indigo, 
and sigarcane are doing well. In Champaran indigo is reported to havo boon injured 
tain in most conooms. "The radi hurvost is practically over, and tho outtura, taking’ Bese, 
Bihar and Orissa as.a whole, is estimated at 10} annas. In Bihar, which comprises the 
“greater portion of the radi area, the outturn is reported to be not less than 12 annas. Fodder- 
supply is generally sufficiont, but scarcity of drinking-water is reported from the districts of 
the Presidency and parts of the Rajshahi Divisions. Pricas are generally stationary with » 
Slight tendenoy to rise in some districts. In tho distressed distriots the prices of the staple 

-grain on which the famine is based are—Nadia (common rico) 94 seers, 


Murshidabad (common rice) 9} seers, Khulna (common rice) 10 seers, Rajshahi (common 


tive) 
common rics at Bhabua) 84 seers, Saran (barley) 12° to 1: seers, Champaran (Indian- 
a seers, Muzaffarpur (barley) 11 seers, pee) (eemsen rice) 9 eae Bhagaipar 
‘marua) 184 and 14} seers. Sonthal Parganas (rice at Jamtara) 9 seors, Pari (common. rice) 
i to 12 seers, Hazaribagh (rico) 7 to 10 soars fand (mahua) 30 to 6) seers, Manbhum 
(common roo) 9 soe, 


i 








og 
ina 
Patna 


Saran 
Champaran 
M 


Darbhanga 

ur 
Bont Darganas 
Puri 
Hazaribagh 

‘alamau 
Manbhum 
Total + 695,587 against 634,788 in the previous week, 





This total is distributed as follows :— 
Women. Children. _ Total. 








Relief-workers 111,683 57,756 813,451 
Dependants 1,099 25,067 28,370 
Relieved in poor-houses 412 324 1,526 
Otherwise relieved 128,574 72,863 241,900 
‘Tost-workers 2039 «1,244 10,84 
Private relief— 
Reliof-works— 
Darbhanga Raj 4,876 —1495——17,920 
Hatwa 1748 (1,146 4,394 
Deoghur 877 203 1330 ; 
Giridi 2,304 1,788 8,810 
Gratuitous relief— 
Darbhanga Raj 4,163 8,075 9,814 
wa 168 132 426 
Saran { Manjha 68 10 “34 
Koildva 146 b4 260 
i 177 128 889 
Total on private roliof vs 49,886 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Revenue Deparrenr, M. FINUCANE, 
The 14th April, 1897, ‘Secretary to the Gavt, of Bengal, 
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DISTRICT ROAD FUND, 


No, 2087R.C. 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL—PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, 
Road Coss, 
Dated Calcutta, the 8th April 1897. 
RESOLUTION. 
Reap— 


Lotter from the Agcountant-eneral, Bongal, No. 11281.F., dated 30th March 1897, 
submitting an abstract of receipts and expenditure of tho sovoral District Road 
Committees in Bengal for the quarter ending 31st December 1896. 
Resowvtron.—The Lieutenant-Governor directs that the accounts of the 
receipts and expenditure of the several District Road Committees in Bengal, for 
the 3rd quarter of the year 1896-97, be published in the Calcutia Gazetts and 
ieisbulated to the officers concerned. i 
Orper.—Ordered that copy of this Resolution, together with a copy of 
the abstract of receipts and expenditure, be published in the Supplement to the 
Caleutta Gazette. 4 E 
Ordered also that copy of this Resolution, and of the abstract referred 
to, be forwarded for information ta the— 
Commissioners of the Rajshahi, Chittagong, Bhagalpur, and Chota 
Nagpur Divisions ; 
Superintending Engineer of the Northern Circle; 
Inspectors of Works, Eastern and Western Circles; 
Financial Department of this Government. 


By order of the Lioutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
J. G. H. GLASS, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
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a : rein —— 
RESOLUTION ON THE CHEMICAL EXAMINER'S REPORT FOR 1896. 





MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT—MEDICAL, 
Caloutta, the 20th Aprit 1897. 
RESOLUTION—No, 2249Medl, 


Reap— 
A lotter from the Inspector-Goneral of Civil Hospitals, Bengal, No. 1663, dated tho 
6th March 1897, forwarding the Report of the Chemical Examiner to Govern. 
ment, for the year 1896, 
Read also— 
‘the Report for 1895, and the Resolution recorded on it. 


The number of analyses performed during the year was 3,655, against 3,342 
in 1895 and 2,940 in 1894. ‘The increase is mainly accounted for by the 
fact that for the first time 312 samples of imported goods were analysed for 
the Customs Department, with the object of ascertaining the amount of dut 
assessable, and of testing their composition and the accuracy of the trade 
descriptions annexed to them, In addition to his analytical work, the Chemical 
Examiner verified the petroleum-testing siparatas of the ports of Rangoon 
and Akyab, and gave opinions on 12 technical questions, including proposed 
amendments of tho Explosives Act, the testing of petroleum, the detection of 
poisonous minerals in the lime-juice scope to Indian emigrants, the spontu- 
neous combustion of ships’ water-signal lights, and the preservation of ganja, 

2. The total number of medico-legal cases, referred to the Chemical 
Examiner during the year, was 952 against 829 in the preceding year, while 
the number of articles sent for examination in connection with them was 1,732) 
an increase of 88, Cases of human poisoning rose from 450 to 507, an 
of cattle-poisoning from 219 to 297, The viscera of 306 human bein; 
suspectod to contain poison were examined during the year, as against 292 in 
1895, and in 54:24 per cent. of theso cases paxon was found, against a 
percentage of 54:45 in 1895 and 45:86 in 1894. Opium was, as usual, the 
most common form of poison, being found in 24:50 per cent. of the cases 
of human fatal poisoning, while arsenic was found in 11:76 per cent. The 
percentages of these two poisons in the previous year were 26°54 and 15:23 
respectively. In 189 out of 206 human viscera and in 345 out of 645 
other suspected substances sent up for analysis no, poison was detected. 
The number of cattle viscera examined was 174, as against 182 in the preceding 
year, and in these arsenic was discoyered in 66‘08 per cent., against 79°54 per 
gent. in 1895, The Chemical Examiner complains that in medico-legal cases 
Subdivisional Officers frequently did not send their reports in the proscribed 
form ; that exhibits liable to decompose were imperfectly packed; and that 
important material was not submitted Tor analysis, The Licutenant-Governor 
desires to impress upon all officers who have to deal with medico-legal exhibits, 
the necessity of observing the rules laid down, as neglect of some simple pre- 
caution may frequently destroy a piece of valuable priate. 

3. ‘The number of articles tested for purity and quality rose from 1,698 
to 1,923, including 448 samples of explosives, 459 of petroleum and inflammable 
oils, 13 of ght and butter alleged to have been adulterated, 57 samples of 
spirit tested for the Collector of Customs, 48 samples of opium and 207 other 
articles received from various Departments of Government, 

4. The number of analyses of drinking water conducted during the yea? 
was 169 against 183 in 1895. The results wore as follows :— 


Good a v- 22 | Indifferent .., ve 82 
Pair By woe IL pe ed ei on 4 


Only 183 per cent. of tho waters recoived wero classified as good. The 
‘worst sample was from the Ferry Ghat well in Calcutta, but the water from the 
well of the Pabna Jail, from the Markand ‘Tank at Puri, from the Balliaghatts 




















: eee 
tank and from the Bally khal, was also found to be especially bad. Besides 
these, the Chemical Examiner mentions three tube-wells, the water of which 
was found unfit for uso, in two cases, both from Narayangunj, on account of the 
quantity of mineral constituents and organic impurity, in the third, from the 

, Chapra Jail, owing to the excess of saline matter contained, i 

5, At the suggestion of Br. Prain samples of ganja packed in different 
ways have been subjected to chemical analysis at intervals luring the last three 
years. The result is to show that the aaroodls” Propertice of the drug are 
reduced by keeping, while its fragrance is destroy by packing in sealed tins. 
Besides the chemical analyses, eight peyoeig! experiments were made during 
the year to test the strength of the stored dri The samples were all found to 
be still active after three and a half years’ keeping, but it needed three or four , 
times the dose to produce the effect of the fresh drug. 

6, The acknowledgments of the Lioutenant-Governor are due to 
Dr. Waddell, to the Additional Chemical Examiner Dr. Chuni Lal Boso,and to 
the Assistant Examiners, for the good work done by them during the year. 














By order of the Lieutenant-~Governor of Bengal, 


< H. H. RISLEY, 
. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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Nol! 089Sictistice-—The following methorandum nd statements are published for 





THE SEA-BORNE TRAF’ 


IN FOOD-GRAINS, 





»  Srarisricas Derarruent, 


The 20th April 1897, 


The sea-borno import and 


Memorandum, 


rt traffic of Oaloutta in food-; 
ending the 7th April in 1896 and 1897 ure shown in the following s 





1897. 


FIO OF CaLOUTTA 


* 


M. Finveane, é 


Seoy. to the Goet. of Bengae, 


grains during the woek 
itatoment :-— 














Isr to Tru Aprit 





1896. 
































1897. 
] 
1 2 3 4 5 
Owts. Mas. Cvs, Mds. 
Imports, 
Foreign Ports eal tyes “93 31 
ge tone Fs SB] Fojér7 282,040 | 3,15,832 
Se eee ch i a 
. Total 70,677 232,063 | 3,15,869 
eras ed ear coe 
Eaporta : 
To Foreign Porte 166,979 | 2,97,977 108,455 1,47,619 
tiles 4 40,723 | "551498 25,671 "34'805 
Total | 207,702 | 2,82,705 | 134,026 | 1eaaon 





Imports —Tho difforent 


below, and the figures for the wock 


of last year:— 


staples comprising the import traffic are shown in the table 


are compared wit! 


those for the corresponding period 
* 











Isr 10 77m Aprn. 




















1896. 1897, 
~ 
1 2 3 4 8 
Owts. Mas, Owis, Mas, 
44,746 | 60,904 | 205,255 | 9,79,375 
17,944 24,494 24,203 32}943, 
"7987 | log | “Tire 553 
Kay eis 729 992 













232,068 











8,15,863 






1421 


‘ 





Inports—-Daring. week under roview rise conti » be larg ted fom 
Purmer namely, 196,738 owls, against 274,070 owts., in thoten days ending Bist March 1897, 
Tho only other port from which tice was received in Oaloutta was Balasoro, ibe. 


nted 8,506 owts., against nil in the corresponding period of 1896. No shipments wa ved 
from Chandbali during the week under re 44;746 cwts. wore imp from 


ort, on; 
0 grt in tho, wook nding 7, Apa 1806.” As recards paddy, tho imports: wero chiely 
ig ars 





a, which sent 22,139 owts., against only 305 owts. in the corresponding week in 
1896, ‘Tho remainder of the imports, viz., 2,064 owts,, oame from Balasore, against528 ovis, 
in tho woek ending 7th April 186, while no imports wero received from Ohandbali, against 
17,311 ewts. in the correspor weok in 1896, In the case of gram and. pulse the falling 
off was due to absence of supp! m Chandbali, which sent 7,877 ewts. in the week ending 
7th April 1896, ‘The imports from Burma aggregated 1,391 owts, against nothing in the 


same poriod last year. : 5 

pass the following statement the total quantity of each kind of food-grain 
exported by ea during the Ist wock of April 1807 is compared with the figutes for tho 
corresponding period of 1896 :— $ 



























Asr to Tru Apri 


























1896, 1897. 

1 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 

_ Owts. Mas. Owts. Mas. 
163,793 | 2,290,746 96,251 |  1,31,008 

3,273 4,455 | wee sane 
a 5,502 7,480 804 a4 
Gram and pulses. e 29,266 839,820 82,645 44,483 * 
Other food-grains, such as jowar, 878 1,195 4,826 6,569 

barley, oats, &e. 

: Total ...| 207,702 | 282,705 | 134,026 | 1,82,424 








The exports of rico from Calcutta to Foreign ports declined from 187,058 owts. in the 
Baa corresponding week of Inst your to 84,44 cwts. in the 

A period under report ; the exports during the ten days ending 

81st March 1897 amounted to 109,200 cwts. During the week « 7th April 1896, 
Btates in Arabia other than Muscat drew 46,044'cwts., in the period under report nothing 
was sent to those States, but the United Kingdom received 12,498 owts., against 25,0] 

owts., orara received 16,946 owts., against 2,334 cwts., and the ai increases occurred 


in the shipments to Mauritius (20,277 cwts., against nil), and Aden (18,216 owts., agains: 


9,485 owts,), In paddy there was no trade, against 2,536 owts. in the week ending 7th 
April 1896, tho falling off being duo to cessation of exports to Hong-Kong and New South 
‘ales. The decline in the wheat trade was almost entirely owing to there being no ship- 
ments to the United Kingdom, against 4,004 owts. in the week ending 7th April 1896. The 
exports of gram and pulse to the United Kingdom diminished from 21,500 owts. in, the 
corresponding. week in 1896 to 2,654 owts. in tho weok under review, while Mauritius 
received 14,515 owts,, against nothing in the corresponding week in 1896. . 
ae a or ge nk eet ates 
i sali in the supplies sen 
econ to the Madras ports, viz., 7 owts., against 17,022 owts. The 
of gram and pulse were slightly more than double those of the week ending 7th 
1896, viz., eae eee, Ee 6,058 owts., owing chiefly to Bombay oe i gronired 9,88? 
owts., against only in the i od in 1896. e ions un 
Goi hd otal oval fr no nee, a 
tatoments showing the sources of supply and the of destination, 
as regards Foreign and Indian ports, are given its is Lan 











From Indian Ports. 


Madras hg 
{a wa {3808 
‘Rangoon “her 
] Moulmein Pr 
Akyab iter 
Balasore Be fd 
“Vane = 
. 
Total Indian Porte ... { 1858 
From Foreign Porte. 
Fac ee 2 
pix Ponts woe) 1807 











44,7468 
205,265 




















17,944 
24,208 | 



















































4 Blatemént No. IE shing the Beporte of Food-graina ae = es 
Re tho took ending 7th Aprit 1896 
















































































a** Ponts, Rice. | Paddy. | Wheat. 5 ie 
* 
1 2 38 4 6 6 
j 
Owts. | Owts, | Owte. | Cwts. |  Onta, 
To Foreign Ports. 
: 1996. | 23,018 4,008 | 21,660 ae 
United Kingdom ~ { 1807... | 12,498 \esoee 2,654 omer 3 
1806 ose | sree | 
Gormany v_Hamburg ow {i607 | Bods | 
| 
ri (Cape Town Eee 
: 1906s 
Cape Colony Port Elizabeth ow. { La se 
1896... | 
Algon Bay ior 
aw 1898... 
Abyssinia of ig ali | 
Mombasa we $1896. | ea |< 
Eastern Coast of 
Afrios. Lis | | 
bi Delagoa Bay oy dase 
iti tate San sus (1896 sass es sos Resa [hae 
=e {iser 29,277 16 | 14,516 tie 
Natal a as sie $ 2808 ans] veesse ant eee F 
1897. 762 $45 
South Amoriea—Demerara ~~ fuga | 28S 
Aden at as wns $1898... | 9.446, 
1807... | 13,216 \ 
‘ af Mamet e186... | 498 | 
ie yj Arabia 0 1897 4,163 | 
eee Other States “4190. 46,044 | 
1807] esse 
lon ~ oy wn $1896 ,,, | 15,720 btn 672 er | 
“ {is ‘361 18 613 i 
China—Hongkong oat hd 
Porsia ~ o ws (1896, | 1,769 | 
1897. a 
Biraits Settlements ws = (a 35h wee 
1891 
New South Wales es om £1898 4 
1897 
Victoria a ~ see £1898 40 
1897 
Fiji Islends of 1508 
‘otal Foreign Ports... {1559 



































To Indian Ports, 
Bombay cy ~ 
(Madras 
Badagara 
Calicut 
Madras ond 
Cannanore 
Cochin... 
Tellicherry 
‘Rangoon 
Akyab a. 
Bérma 4 Kyouk Pyoo 
Moulmein 
(Sandoway 
Chittagong we ww 
Bales0r0 
Chand bali 
Port Blair, mm 
‘Travancore, Allepey me 


. 
Total Indian Ports ... 


Guarp Tom 
Fontian axp 
piaw Ports. 


or 


{isi 
{issr 


{ir 


{issr 
{iter 
{iter 


{isor 


{issr 


1896 
1897 


{1896 
1897 
(issr 
{aise 

1897 


{iste 


{iser 


1896 
1897 


1896 
1897 


1896 
1897 


1896 
1887 


1896 
mt 
1897 


Owts. 


aw | 18,856 
=| M217 
~ 8,961 


2,971 





















31,735 
oe | 1,797 
on | 168,793 
a | 96,251 





3,273 








Owts, 





22 





1,459 
9,882 


1,597 
1,889 









































EXPORTS OF FOOD-GRAINS BY THE EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 


No. 944 Statistics.—The following statement shows the quantity of rice and other 
food-grains exported by the East Indian Railway from Oaleutta and Howrah during the 
period from Ist January to 10th April 1897, both days inclusive, to have been 35,75,663 
maunds. The destination of 38,92,800 maunds is ified. A little more than half of this 
quantity (19,40,501) was carried to the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, about 
one-fourth (8,35,164 maunds) to stations in Bengal, and tho rest (6,17,085 maunds) to 

winees. In the last week of the period 96,818 maunds wero exported to tho 
North-Western Provinces and Oudh, and 1,35,288° maunds to Bihar, Tho exports from 
‘Oaloutta to Bihar now exceed the exports from Calcutta to the North-Western Provinces. 


M. Finvcanz, 
' ; . ‘Sooy. to the Gort, of Bangal, 
SrarisricaL Derartxnt, zs 
Ths 20th Aprit 1897, 





Srarioy TO WHICH 
CONsTaNED. 


‘Total from 


‘Total from 


81st Janu-|28th Febru-| 


st to 27th| 
‘ebruary 
1897. 


to 27th] 
arch 
1897, 


Week 
ending Sra 


pri 
hor, 
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4 





BENGAL. 


Hooghly. 
Tarakeswar ... 
Chandornagore 


Dasghora 
Pandua 
nets 


Total 
Burdwan. 
Memai ww 
Rasulpur 
Burdwan 





taniganj 
Sitarampur 

Ghuskara 

Total 
Birbhum. 
Murari 





Bolpur 
Bainthia =... 


Total 
ai Nadia, 
irpur 
Chuadanga 
Kushtia 
Alamdanga 
Bheramara 





Total 
___ Murshidabad, 
Azimganj 


‘Total 

Bangpee. 
Kurigram 
Lalmonir Hét 













































BENGAL—conold, 


Faridput, 

Pan ite ‘< 
Rajbari so 
Goalundo rn ee 
Pachuria =... & 
Total 


. 
Torat or Dencat 


CHOTA NAGPUR. 
Hazaribagh. 
Giridih 
Total 


Manbhum. 
Parulia 
Bulrampur 
Barakar 
Pradhan Khanta 


‘Total 


Singhbhum. 
Cbakradharpur 


Total o- 
Torat or CuoTa Naarvn.., 


BIHAR. 
Sonthat Parganas. 


Barharws ... 
Maharajpur Ghat 
our a 
Sahibganj... 
Baidyanath .., 


Total 


Bhagalpur. 
Nathnagar *... 
Colgong 
Pirpainti 
Ghoga 
Bhagalpur 
Sultanganj 


















































from | Total from. 








28th Febra.| 
to 27th, 
aia | 

1897. 
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1897. 






























































1 8 4 6 
—_— 
BIHAR—concld, Més. | Mas. Mas. | Mas. 
Saran, 
Dighwara RS 871 a 
Bkma 2814 1,499 1,898 734 
12030| 22,672 4ges| 7, 
Golle ij oe os oa 871 
Daron! S 376 5,188 8,002 5,975 
pret 84285 | 81,607| 9,051 | 14,885 
Fordlgan 8262 | 20,578) 14,022] 7,856 
‘Mairwa . i es ree 373 
Total wa 87,217 | 81,855 | 88,225 | 87,588 
Toran or Braz... 127,772 | 3,18,812 | 1,28,086 | _1,85,288 
‘Torar, or Provixcks UXDER 1,82,088 | 3,380,427 | 1,26,041 | 146944, 
‘mux L1EvrenaNt.GovER- 
wor oF Brneat, 
NORTH-WESTERN PROV- eS 
INCES AND OUDH. 
Ghazipur District, 
Dildarnagar ., 3440| 3,012 374} 3,007 
Guhmer ose sr fe oJ one 
Tari Ghot 2,682 878] 8800 
Total ” 072 | *3,985 874 6.397» 
" Benaree District. acon 7 
Zamanin 1875} 6017] 1,985 2,687 
Sakaldiba 761 wal” 376 
loguisarai woe 8 oo, ee 
Bonares Cantonment —.,, 23,471 | 20,801 | 3,760] 9,000 
Total = 26,107 | 97,989 | 5,695 | 12,162 
Gorakhpur District. eal +4 
Bhagalpur Gi 
Chessitura ee 
Tabsil Deoria 
Gorakhpur. 
Sabjanwwa . 
Bhatpor 1, 
Total 
Basti District, 
Khalilabad 
Basti 
Uska Bazar 
aq Wena Ditriot 
Other places 
‘ne Baraich District. 
jaupara, 
Baraich 








Total 










































































we ee a 
+4 iis bh ft a 
i oe 70 1H ¢ caLourTa cazerre, | aang ater, 
from | POtal from | Total f ‘Week 
Srarioy 70 wren ison ws atid sth rahe neg tshig 
ary ary to27t $ 
ComstaneD. TanUNY \Fubruary | “Monn | 884 Ape April 
if 1807. 1897, 1897. 
1 2 3 4 
5 o* 
NORTH-WESTERN PROV.| Mas, | aids, | Max | was | Mas 
INCES AND OUDH— 
contd, 
*— Mirsapur Dietriet, . 
Abraura Koad ,., 1,505 6,653 4,507 1,497 1,122 
Chunar 8: 3878 B81 oor 
Mirzapur 22,405 | 17,478 7,234 3,779 
Gainpura s 38) aga}? ‘376 | 
Total pen 25,176 23,888 12,122 5,652 5,711 
Allahabad Dietrict. o 
Karchana L181 
Naini 870 or 
Manwari 755 so. 
Sark’ 2,652 5,287 
Mie Koa 21,899 | 15,460 
378 
56,477 21,818 
6,029 2,278 
5,673 4,517 
Shiurajpur ms 752 
Other places“, ia 876 s 
Total oo 80,212 93,855 51,616 
Fatehpur District, r 
Babrampur : 1,515 ara]. 
Khaga 1,510 21270 a S 
Bindki 21,270 10,612 2811 375 
Fatehpur... ate lity aad B87 a a 
= Neier aan 
Total on 14,387 22,780 14,784 2,685, 875 
Cewnpore District. bngameetas ink CaP 
Cawnpore pited 1,88,222 | 87,057 9,002 | 3,708 
i] pemicired 
Brawah District. 
Phaphand.., 8024 a7] ne 
Bharthna | 378}. s = 
Etawah ae 14,360 8,749 1,129 745 
Jasawantnagar 2279| aise) 5 
Total os 20,041 16,682 ~T18 745 
Farukhabad District. ES i 
Farukhabad 373 











=e 5,743 

District. ey 

cit | 12018 
Agra § x 

‘Total oon. 82,593 

- Mist 

taper | 879 

SEDGE 








2,672 8,768 373 os 
|] 
4,238 6,557 774 439 


18,522 34,662 8,695 5,663 


17,760} 41,219 9,469] 6,102 


8,022 2,085 1,125 878 























1431 


1482 





‘Total from| Total from 
‘Totalfrom |5i5¢ Janu. 28th Feuru| Week 























Srat10N 70. Ww) Ast to 80th | , ending 10th 
‘CONSIGNED. Tay ee een | Bek Ape | AL 
1997, | “ag97, | gor, | 1697 1897. 
° 1 2 8 4 5 6 
bod a: = 
NORTH-WESTERN PROV-| Mas. | Mds. | Md | Mds, | Mas, 
INCES AND OUDH—contd. 
Muttra District. 
Muttra ies 
Brindsban =... 
Total 
Allyghiur District. 
Harduagasy Ss 
kandra Rao... 
attrass 
Allyghur 
Total hes 
Bulandshahar District. 
oi x as]. = 
~ v7] 110] 81 378 
os 5308} 3s26| 94cs| 3,308) 881 
; 756 756| 8021)... Bs 
































‘otal o 6,064 5,829 | 16,187 4,524 756 
Miiaforcages Disklieh jet fe 
Mozffarnagar’... 
Meer, District, 
Ghaziabad on ” 566 1,512 1,143 B85 750 
Meerut one ow 6,851 15,779 8,873 8,763 144 
Total | 7417 | a7201| 10016| 4248] 3,008 
Banda Distriet, 
Bodama na |" 890 758 375 
Banda Lis7 606 | 12376] 3,806) 3,080 
Bargarh 742 1,507 38,042 758 875 
Manikpur B84 viv0| 1138 748 751 
Kurwi nit 1 agas 6465 | 17032) 4,226 747 
Total | 8458 | 14,767| 92978 | 10,200 6,278 
Moradabad District. fag areata tae 
Khanth 975 
Moradabad 1,514 875 
Chundowi® 7 < Bi a 
Total ms 2271 375 
BEES ool ee 
Asingarh District, 
Bhabgenj ., we | 7,658 7,822 378 mr | 1,990 
Bareilly District, Ho ra im - 
\ De 1510 | 3g65| geno]... 4 
Barely 7 2m | 26824 | 12778 a9}: Se 
Total ~| 42a. | s0680| 15025] 749] 
Jaunpur District, . (ee apr 

















Jaunpur a -- | 14,406 25,241 5,087 4,895 1,407 
pel tia eoonsa eer ee Neen Ee oy 





‘Total from 


























Srarion To watoH Ne comin 
selene we ror ad Roary 7th March 
1897, Se 
1 2 8 4 6 6 
NORTH-WESTERN PROV.| Mas, Mas. Mas. | Mae Mas. 
INCES AND OUDH— 
contd, 
Shajchanpur District, 
thajehanpur —.. 3 6,412 
Tilhar ° a 8,058 
Auyjhi ae. 2774 
Total a 18,274 
Eta District. 
Jaleswar Road... 386 ‘ 
Kashganj 2,266 373 
Total 


Lucknow District, 
Lucknow oo ae 
Alamnagar 1; 

Kakori 
Malihabad 





Total on 


Pilibhit District, 
Pilibhit, 


Aes District, 
Rurki 

















Bubaranpar 1) = 
Total . 
Fysnied District 
Sahwal ‘a 
Radhauli 1,188 
Fyzabad 9,146 
Ajodbya 762 
Gosainganj ante 
‘Total w | 11,041 | 
Sultanpur District. | 
barpur wf 1160 
Bora Banki District, as 
Babramghat hs 
Duryabad edhe 
Bara Banki ae 8.415 
Safdarganj x 8,795 
| 13,210 
Balamen 
Basha 
Sandia 
nga til 
Dhampur 
Raging 
Nayibabad 
Bijnor se 























870 


7,585 
81,402 
8,026 
739 


42,802 


8,008 


“378 
3,416 
17,267 


21,061 
—-| 


755 
10,703 





























4160 | 2,086 

ios} “ize 

L121} 2956 

oS "Tag 
a, 

2,619 4,128 

375 370 





















rear 
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‘Total from | ‘Total from Week 
Total from Week 1 
Srartox 0 Int to B0th aoa B8th Feb’ ending. | Pas 
‘COMBI Janoary |"Fobromy [27th Merch | °°2,APEL |. “aprit 
1897. | 1897. | i897, 
i 2 3 4 5 6 
NORTH-WESTERN PROV-| Mds. | Mds. | Mas | Md | Mas, 
INCES AND OUDH— 
concld. wi 
Jhansi District. 
Thansi rest oo 1,510 1,530 882 758 
Lolitpur District, 
Iolitpor ie 755 748 757 752 
Kheri Distriet. 
Lakshmipur ... es evs| 2257], ae 
aminpur District. 
Mabobo oe soo] 3094] 41g] 3,610) 1,122 
Dehra Dun District, 7 
Hordwar we see see ewe 378 ove - 
Jalaum District. ~ 
Kalpi i aN ie - aia]. i 
Garkwat District 
Fialdwani rl tors 750 750 
Other places... 14099 | 10,580| 28012 | 1,921] 372 





Toran or tHe Norru- 
‘Wesrepy Provinces ax 
Ovpx. 


PANJAB, 
Amritsur District. 


Amritsur oa oe 


Dethi District. 
Delhi oe oe 


Jullundur District, 


4,938,124 | 6,89,271 











5,61,595 19,748 96,818 








Tullundur City oe 


Umialla District. 
Umballa City .., oe 


(Gurgaon District. 
Faraknagar 
Sane ae 

Total 


Other places x 





Torat or THE Paxsap ... 





878 
752 
18,118 
19,248, 


80,867 








1,190,908 











1,10,754 

















RAJSPUTANA AND CEN. 


TRAL INDIA. 


Dolpa. 
Ajmere 
Sutna 
Mhow 
Ulwar 
pr 
jeypore a 
Bamal 
Harphulpur 
Other places 


Total 








Hyderabad 
BERAR. 


Dhamangaon 
Malkapur 
Khamgaon 
Akola 
Amraoti 





Bombay 
Unspecified places 
Graxp Toran 


ABSTRACT. 


Total of Bengal 
» —» Bihar 
» Chota Nagpur 


” 
» 





the North-Western 


Provinces and Oudh 


» the Panjab 


jputana and Cen- 
oe ny 




















10,43,880 


4,240 
127,772 
876 


6,89,271 
1,19,908 


17,838 





5,681,595, 
1,10,754 


27,084 
89,521 
















































WEATHER AND OROP REPORT, 


For the week ending the 19th April 1897, 


Burdwan.—No rain. Weather very hot. Ploughing and manuring of paddy |: 
© continue. Vegetables being irrigated. Fodder sufficient. Scarcity of Bape iglanee 
Condition of cattle good. Common rice selling as follows 











Srs. 0. Sts. 0, 
Sadar 9 8 tol2 0) 
Kalna lo 0 
Katwa 8 8 toll 0 Per ™upee. 
Raniganj 1 on 10 0 


Birbhum.—No rain. Weather very hot and cloudy. No crops on the ground. 
Ploughing continues. Price of rice “9 seers per rupee at Sadar and 94 seers at Rampur Hat. 
No want of fodder. 


Bankura.—No rain. It is badly wanted. Weather very bot. Export of rice con. 
tinues. Fodder everywhere sufficient. ‘Water insufficient in a few places. Rice selling at 
Bankura 10} seers, Vishnupur 11 seers, Saltora 10 seers, and Raipur 103 scors per 
rupee. 

Midnapore No rain. Weather hot, Prospects of indigo, ii! nd loro. good. lane 
tion of sugarcane still continues. dus is being sown. Ploughing continues. Cattle. 


reparted from Keshpur, Gachbotia, Debra, Binpur, Sakongeand Coole. Por 
and water sufficient, Common rico selling as follom:— agli g 





Srs, 
Sadar ens 11 
Contai id » 1 w18 
Tamluk ae ae To! fiber maps. 
Ghatal % 10} to 103 


Hooghly.—No rain, 81 and vegetables suffering in f tof rein,” 
Common ios sels from 8} to 104 secre per Tyas. Soe Pe He Ser get 


Howrah.—Rainfall nil. Weather hot. Agricultural operations at a standstil] for 
want of rain, Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells at 8} to 11 seers per rupee. 


24-Parganas.—No rain. Weather very hot. No crops on the ground. Land in places 
being prepared for jute crop. Fodder sufficient. Water insufficient. Common rice sells es 
follows :— 


8rs, oc. 
Bedey es we «» 9to10 8 
arasat we oa hy 8 0 
Basirhat wed ey ats 10 “Oc PO FaEee 
Diamond Harbour... ae ey 10 0 


Nadia,—Rainfall nil. Weather hot. Rain much wanted for sowing of aus, Sporadic 
cases of cattle-pox in Tebatta, Water-supply generally deficient, Fodder insufficient in 
places. Common rice sells from 8 to 10 seers per rupee. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 
17th April— 


Men, Women. Ghildren. Total. 





Relief-workers + 15,822 2,176 «1,687 19,185 
Dependants 181 446,159 _-6,884 
Otherwise relieved v- 2,750 14,208 6,888 98,341 
‘Test-workers oe tee (222, Nil 2 224 

Total ss 49,184 


Murshidabad.—No rain, Weather hot. Harvesting of rabi finished. Sowing of 
Dhadot comamenced in low-lying lends, Rain badly wanted. Fodder sufficient, Khuri 
at among cattle appeared in thana Suti in Jangipur subdivision. Common rice sells «6 





Bre, 
Badar see a | 
Jangipur bee ‘i me 





Latest price of common rice 
on. relist on Saturday, 17th A 


Se PeNIE a opened is 84 seers a rupee, Numbors 
ce : z ‘ 
i 


Men. Women, hildren. ‘Total. 
‘Test-workers 44, © ae 1,885 8 191 1,584 


Jossore.—Rainfall at Sadar “52. Weather vory hot and clear except on 18 
19th. There was rain on the night of Sanday (18th) in the Sadas, bat tha oho cor aa light 
Rain is wanted throughout the district for the cultivation of aus and aman ly and jute. 
Fodder and water insufficient in places. Harvesting of 4cro going on in Narail, Common 
rice sells as follows :— 


Sr. 





Tessore We 9 to 10 
Jhenida wee S 9 

Magura ee ai 9 to 10 Per rupee. 
Jarail os 10 to 103 

Bangaon ‘ose ar Cf toll J 


Kpulna—No min, Wosther hot and windy. Prospects of toro paddy damaged 
such of rain. ' Oultivation of- as progreating.- ‘Oocxmen ive oells aa follonn y 





Bre, o. 
Sadar ow» 9told 0 
Bagorbat <u] 10 1} per rupee, 
Satkhire oo wee 9 6 





Relief-wages calculated at 10 seers per rupee. Fodder available. Great scarcity of 
good water, No cattle-disease reported. Numbers on relief— va 


Men. Women, Children. ‘Total, 





Relief-workers 2,982 Nil 828 8,255 
Otherwise relieved. 549 «8,122 1,550 5,221 
Total ++ 8,476 


jshahi—No rain, Prospects of standing crops reported to be fair at,Nator. Sowi 
of he til and jute going on. Fodder ae Noareity of. water felt te places Bre 
of common rice ranges between 8 and 9f soors per rupee. Price of rico at relief-ence 
8 seers per rupee. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 17th April— 


Men, Women. Children. — ‘Total, 
Test-workers aes 1,445 Nil 18 1463 


Dinajpur.—Rainfall nil. Woather seasonablo, Sowing of dhadoi and jute goi 
Covdition of cattle good, Fodder and water sufficient, "Common rice aslliny at Ia oqo, 
at Sadar ond, 9 seers at Thakurgaon. ; 


Jalpaiguri—No rain. Weather scasonablo. Cultivation of bhadot and j ite goi 
on, ‘Average outturn of oilseed crops reported to be 12 annas, No want of fetter 38 
water. Average price of common rice 8} seers por rupee, 


jecling.—Rainfall at Sadar -05, Kalimpong °35. No rain at Siliguri and K 
Wa soasonable. Hills—Biutta, bhadoi dian, phaphur, “potatoes, ee and eae 
heing planted. Terai Ploughing. for jute and blade’ going on; su, being planted, 
Price of coarse rice:— igareane 

Srs. 

Hills pay of ww Tto 8 

‘tai Be ~ to 20 f Per rupee, 
Price of Biutda, 18 to 18 seers per rupee, 


No rain. Sowing of aus and jute going on; both germinating well, 
Seay eh gin cenbavne, ecemec sd. ‘Como veo sll t 8 to 00 seers pec rupee. 
Fodder and water sufficient except at Kurigram. 

Bogra.—No rain. Weather very hot and sometimes cloudy, Khcrachi or eheena boing 


reaped, Sowing of jute and aws continues. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rico 
selling at head-quartors 8} seers, and in the interior from 6f to 9} seers per rupee. 
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Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar 0-15. Weather very hot. No change in the pros of 
crops since last woek. Tain wanted for aus pad orn sufficient. Price of 
rice 8 to 9 seors per rupee. Numbers on relict on Saturday, April— 

Men. Women. hildren. Total. 
‘Test-workers sit 518 Nil 146 664 
*  Dacca—Rainfall nil, ‘Weather very hot with high wind. Sowing of jute and aus padd: 
wiitiaetan in, Ralaieenien Hodder available, Gaitle-dibeaseqnerdiling interme ae = 
the Munshiganj subdivision. Price of common rice 9 to 10 seers per rupee. 
Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sader ‘22 Weather seasonable. Aus and jute sowings in 
ogress. Boro is being harvested. Prospects invourable, Cattle-disease reported trom 
Kichorganj. Price of common rice, 8} to 12 seers per rupes. 

Faridpur—No rain. Woather sultry and oppressive. Rain wanted. Price of rice 
8 to 10 soors por rupeo, ‘Fodder and water available. 

Back .—Rainfall nil. Weather hot. Prospects of crops poor. Common rico 
ells from Tele £0 Bere per Tupeo, : 

Ti »—No rain. Days very hot. High winds blowing. Scarcity of drinking-water 
in Chandpur, Brahmanbaria, and in Chandina thana. Boro paddy being reaped. Ploughing 
going on, Prive of rice— 

8rs.c. Sra. c. 





Sadar 90 to100 
Chandpur “ on 9 0 to 10 0} per rupee, 
Brahmanbaria =... . we 80 to108 


Noakhali—Rainiall nil. Sky cloudy. Sowing of avs commenced. Prospects not 
od. No cattlo-disease. Fodder and water not sufficient, Common rice selling at 8 to 
Fo4 soors por rupee. 


Chittagong—No rain. Weather hot with oocasional clouds. Prospects of rabi crops 
not good, Rain urgently wanted. Fodder and water sufficient. Rico selling at 10 
soors per rupee. 


Patna.—Rainfall nil. Threshing of abi approaching completion. Opium weighments 
going on, Sugarcane, millets and summer vegetables doing well. Fodder and water for 


cattle suflicient., Green fodder soarce, Prices have risen'in Patna. Prioo of common rico 
94.scors per rupee. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 17th April— 


Men, Women. Children. Total. 





Relieved in poor-houses 62 85 15 12 
Otherwise relieved... 7 4 Nil 8 
Total 120 


Gaya.—No rain, Sugarcane and cheena millet being irrigated. Price of Burma rice 
9} seers and country tice 73 seers per rupee. 

Shahabad.—No rain. Threshing of radi going on i: . 8 h 
asing wall “Hoder and water fr atle sulient exoopt Dabo Poe at noms 
rice 8} to 9 seers per rupee. Latest price of rice at Bhabhua 8} seers and of pea (mutter) 
10} seers fixes the relief-wages. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 17th April— 

Bhabua— 

Men. Women. Children. . Total. 


Relief-workers woe 8,873 4,431 2,165. © 10,469 
Dependants eee Nil 1,925 1,925 
Relieved in poor-houses we 205 7 63 343 
Otherwise relieved vee 4,188 9,790" 6,857 20,880 

asaram — 

Relieved in poor-houses woe 81 17 8 66 
Otherwise relieved ait a, SD 31 4 45 
Relieved in poor-houses eae ae 7 cs 48 
Otherwise relieved 4 4 1 e 
Fed in kitchen ee 80. 44 a M5 
uxar— 

Otherwise relieved abs 4 4 1 9 

: Total we 88,874 





lief-workers 1,843 1,662 1, 112 117 
ieved in poor-houses cc ae ope 
{ ise relieved 42 65 196 
Mee real in péor:honsen 4 6 :) 19 
leved in a oo 
ito telicved ies 4 Nil Nil > a 
‘Koildwa— 
Otherwise telioved seine IBD: 31 b 95 
: : Total ai 4,044 
* “aha 
Champaran.—No rain. Weather hot. Rabi harvest almost over. ‘ Jands 


eg oe © Bhadot piven byes Prices at aonb rice 
Tice | maize vers, wheat8% seors, 18} seers, 
Prioad Gn the while fallen, Hass catt abe 2 tifa nage Roden jomt, 
‘Wotor ior cattle scarce in parts. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 17th April— 

Ri Men. Women. hildren, — ‘Total. 
Sadar subdivision — 


lief-workers see :18,728 12,025 10,486 36,239 
_epndi a ib fay ape gg cog a 
“Relioved im potr-houses 1) gt) 86 5 218 
Otherwise relieved we 6,651 15,480 11,765 83,896 

Bettiah subdivision— 
Relief-workers se 20,099 19,364 9,189 49,502 
ts fas MOM ss A 3,860 wld 
ped in. \ouses Ase 184. 106 8 825 
Otherwise “. 488L 9,068.5 6s ag,eis 





on relief on Saturday, 17th A\ iy 





Si cay ne isk a at 








ts —N 
toMiaes est an, “eel 








Saturday, 171 th April— 
Sadar feabRieielon— 
Relief-workors : “ 
endants oo 
‘create in poor-houses a 1 60 
ieved ws 5,904 15,804 7,743 29,001 

~ iodiaiiend WT 
Relief-workers 26,062 22,987 9,587 88,586 
Depondants 53 7,618 7,690 
Relieved in n poce hoo 62 18 1S ho 98 
Otherwise relieved 4,466 15,208 6,998 26,672 

Samastipur subdivision— F ri 
Relief-workers vee, 2,225 2,487 574 5,286 
Relieved in poor-houses eng 18 ‘8 2 28 
Otherwise relieved pis 369 852 526 1,747 

_ Tost-workers ave 40 115 29 184 
‘its ‘Total ves 215,789 
cenit 
Private rélief— 

Darbhanga Raj— H 
Reliof-workers ve 12,609 5456 147 19,612 
Gratuitous reliof ” 1,852 4,602 2,992 9446 

Total oe Sess 
Monghyr.—No rain. Weathor hot with et ‘and oast wind alternately, Rabi 
completed. Reaper ae tog mt epee te! Pricos of fo rising. 
Saleen! fosday and yon ‘Common rive sells 
&rs, 
© Monghyr ed kil ge = THto 8 ‘ 
Begusarai oe wee ee r al : per rupee, — 
Samui eos aoe ha 
i = No rain, nda a cote ag Harvesting of mahua con 
progress. Water sufficient ‘odder soanty in thana ‘ee 
Cece from several parts of the district. BRO ada 
Sm. 0. 
rites, Eas, 
9 6 
9 8]. 
8 0] 
12 10 | 
U4 
138 8 















Total oe -17,626 
In addition to the above, 907 persons are relioved from private funds in. the Banka 
subdivision. vy s 
Purnoa.—No rain. Bhadoi and winter rioo being sown. Rabi orops harvested. More 
rain wanted, Qattle-pox reported /from Kaliaganj thana, Fodder and ‘Water sufficient. 
Prioes of common rice :— r 
’ “ Sr, 
oS a wb to 8 | per mp, 


‘Avice iC 





-, Malda.—No rain. Wheat and barley still béing threshed ‘in some Places. Ploughi: 
of paddy lands continues, but rain much wanted for sowing. Common rice selling at Sail 
seers per rupee. Fodder swflicient. 
Sonthal eee od rain. Weather ‘very hot.” Bast wind ‘with olouds this 
morning (19th). Ohaitali and mahua orops over. Sugarcane doing well. “Water-suj ly not 
50 ja as last year, Fodder normal. ‘Test-works o, in ‘Rajahal, but not much 
frequented. Prices are—rice 8 to 11 scers and maize to 18 seers. Price of rice at 
., Jamtara 8 seers per rupee. Numbers on relief on Saturday, 17th April— 


Jamtara— 
Relief-workers ... “on 979 763 507 2,249, 
Dependants  ... ieee 38 93 * 162 
Otherwise relieved nes 63 76 i 160 
; Total se 2,051 
850 persons on private works. 


| Cattack—Rainfall nil. Weather hot, Dalua being harvested. Ficlds being 
for tho noxt beali and sarad orops. Rice more or les available in all eats ew 
diseaso in places, ‘Want of fodder and water reported from places. Common rice sells as 





follows :-— 
Srs. co. > 

hae tse te oa il a 
‘aj BY rg tee 4 
Raicepars eh es 14.71 Perret 
Banki we ry an 1d 13 

Balasore.—No rain, Weather hot. Dalua crop being harvested. Ploaphing ing. 

and cotton ing well. . Price of coarse rico varies from to 17 seers 


on. ‘1 mF 
in the interior. “Coarse sells at 11} and 18 seers at Balasore 
Bind Mavademts. Fodder itiates totes taper sai) 

Angul.—No rain. Sugarcane and garden- 8 being irrigated. Cattle 
disoaso prevails, Goats rice alsa 16 seers pr rapoo is Ange and 18} seers in Khond- 


Puri.—No rain. Stato of standing crops samo an before. y ob foddaeraee' ud 
water sufficient, Prices stationary. Famine wages caloulated st 1 O12 teers per- rupee, 
Numbers on relief on Saturday, 17th April— i 








Children, Total, 

594 8,687 

9 88 

56 162 

Lo 668 
vad 4,580 i 











Scar; of water is re from som 
Streont @omangt 3 


: Soe hat owas indy 





Relief-workers  816L_ 468 1,211 5886 


Fs Aiiwardiiea—tekintatl nb, Plédghing eontiausa’” arama lighily dah es 
‘rainfall, stage Rl nl, Pinging ow the interior from 8 to 1. me rupee. 
‘No roport-of oattlo-disoaso, Grain in stock sufficient for the present. 


Palaman.—Rainfall nil. Weather very hot. The yield of rabi and mahua not above 
ee ee Soe a derrncrgnh banger sind selling under 7 seers ; 
6 at 7 seers; 86 markets against 39 above 7 but ‘bolow 8 soors; 


> Secavbets patie 14 ot soe; 10 rks agai 2 oF 8 rb Below’ 9 soore per 


maundsand 80 seers Burma bounty ri¢e imported this week. Foot ‘ani niouth 
general throughout: fhe tiene Woddder aud-wotes sil plentiful. . 


‘alo. ‘Women Ghildren. ‘Total. 


aa Belling price of wheat 9) seers, barley 18} seers, and gram 10% seérs por rupeo, 


ae. at wa 909 "TOF 988 L919 
Otherwise relioved Sic mw’ BRT ost 7 s«ids 768 
Total as ORT 

: i Rina 


Manbhum.—Rainfall nil, Weather seasonable. No Noceat on the ground except sugar- 

cane. Prospects fair. Whee Miran eas Sey ery cet eee itary ia 
of. the Govindpur subdivision and 

Chas and Ghanaltet of the Sadar eat Fodder ‘stifficient ni 

present. Average rice of common rice 9} seers es anes at Reis, seers at Govind- 

Ns ‘pe SO a on ate calonlated, ata 9 soon rate, eungly waltceat at present. 


Men. Women. Qhildren, ‘Total, 


Gratuitous relief tee ove 891 2,230 1,758 4,874 
‘Test-workers a. 2,187 1,867 88  BPaT 
Total oo prot 


ON Ghogebbars.=-tio nein, Rioapleckitals Privo of ros 91012 som pr ri. 


General Summ ie ete cee ae oat 





Dita tse hos a Agere of ibis eed 





Total 


‘This total is distributed as follows :— 





a 
Sonthal Parganas 
Giridit 


Gratuitous relief — 
Darbhanga Raj 
atwa 

Saran } Marjha 
Koildwa 





n+ 654,612 against 595,587 in the provious week. 











Men. 


160,108 


1,187 


48,080 


8818 


12,609 
1,343 


s,i61 
1,852 
17 
8 

385 


‘Women. 
127,063 
1,582 


444 
188,968 
1,979 


5,456 
1,662 


1,463 
4,602 
164 

6 

31 
Total 


Children. 


161,400 
31,199 
'339 
76,255 
1,480 


1,447 
12 


iu 
2,092 
128 


9 
29 


Total. 
348,571 
38,968 
1,603 
258,248 
12/999 


19,512 
4,117 
850 


6,835 


q446 
"409 
23 

96 
40,287 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
M. FINUCANE, 


Revenve Deparrwenr, 
The 20th April, 1897. 


Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory trom 
Uth to 17th April 1897, 
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I iat tg 
Tuchos 
‘The mean pressure of the seven days... ae = we TTS 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 yours, Surveyor- 
General’s Office mtg ee ory oe soe 29-746 
to 
‘The total number of hours of bright sunshine i i es 70-0 
Phe maximum possible number of hours of sunshine - oy 88:2 
‘The mean temperature of the seven days ae ~ eo 87-9 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office ove . oo 84-9 
‘The extreme variation of temperature. B21 
‘The maximum temperature... Ae 1037 
Mi 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour a s, 5s iS 
“4h 
‘The mean relative humidity ... a si os es 38 
Phe average relative humidity of the corresponding period for 24 years, 
Surveyor-General’s Office af x S. = 60 
Inehor. 
|The total fall of rain from 11th to 17th April 1897 ... = ee 
The average fall ot the corresponding period for 24 ‘years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office a Bs Ss ae a 02 
‘The total fali from 1st January to 17th April 1897 ... x 33 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’ a0 
Othee oe ve +55 








Tho mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and ‘Thexmog! 
and from observations made at 6h,, 10h,, 16h., and 22h. f 

‘Phe maximum nd minimum temperacures are obtained from self-registering thermometere. All 
thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed aad vorified 
Kew Observatory. 'I'hey are exposed under a thatched shed, open at the sides, and are suspended four 
goove the ground. 

The barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman's No 
formerly at the Surveyor-Geueral’s Othco, 4 

Phe hygrometric elemenis are obtained from Tables IIL, IV, sud V of the official tables compute! 

the Metoorological Office, and based on Regnault’s modifications of August’s formula. 

‘Phe directions and the movement of the wind are taken frum the truce of a Beckley’s anemograp) 

Phe mouth of the rain-gauge ia one foot above the ground, 


Merxvxotoaicat Orricy, Govr. or Ixvia, J. A. Giixamany, 
Galoutta, the 19th April 1897, For Motsoroloyioal Reporter to the Govt. of Ine 
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1 Tuches, 
The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days 44, on wee 29848 
8 
‘The mean temperature of the seven days er aa woe 905 sy 
‘The extreme variation of temperature wes a6 aw 889 q 
‘Tae maximum temperature ose es ais iM oe 
‘The moan 10 a.m, relative humidity of the seven deys ix see MT 
‘The total fall of rain from 11th to 17th April 1897 ase ww Nil. 
Tho daily mean temperatures are the erude means of maximum and minimum temperatures, 
@isreonotosicar, Orricr, Benoa, C. Larrzz, 
The 19th Aprit 1897, Uoteorotogical Reporter to the Gout. of Ber gube 











CIRCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS. 


Approvimate Retwrn of Teaffe for the week ending Saturday, the 1Yth Aprid 1897, 
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* HASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. oo ae. 
Abstract of principal Commotlities carried ‘ovor the Rastern Bengal State Railway duri ‘moni! 
January 1897, as compared withthe same month of the proiou year. | An 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Audited Statement of Gross Receipts of the Assam-Bengal Raibeay, 
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ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 
(Currracoxo Sxeriox.) 


gma Return x ‘Traffic for the wock ented 8rd April 1867 on 24 miles open Jor all doveriplions of Trafic ani en 
additional 12 miles for Goode Traffic only. 
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(@) Includes audited figures to woek ending 13th February 1897, 


FINANCIAL YEAR, 
Approvimate Statement of Grows Receipts of the Assam-Bongal fem 


Toran inonrers yx0x \. mxcureas yrow 
oa Race UTES TNS | “ats nero Savane” | eh Mie ios arate 




































BASTERN ‘BENGAL 8TaTrE RAILWAY. 
(Ixcuvpme N. B., Dacca, K.-D., axp Assan Baar Sxcrions.) 
Approzimate Return of Trafflo and Mileage for tho wook ended 10th April 1897 on 814 miles open. 
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* Excluding Steamer Barni 
¢ Audited tp to 18th February 1907, 


DACCA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Trafic and Mileage for ihe week ended 10th April 1897 on 86 miles open. 
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* Audited up to 13th February 3807, 
BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY, 
(Leouopxs Tiznur Stare Rartwar.) 


Approvimate Return of Traffic for the weok ending Srd April 1897 on 819 miles open, 
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DARJERLING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
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' No. 1166(Fam (Fan.)—The 210 April 1807.—The tollowing oe 
lished for general takin ee 


M. FINUCANE, 
Secretary tu the Govt, of Bengal. 


_ 


No, 1132Agri, (Fam.), dated Calcutta, the 15th. April 1897. 

site Rig etabhi in) Esa. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Revenue 
‘tment, 2 

To—The iiaebu to the Govt. of India, Revenue and Agricultural Dept. 


Ix continuation of this Government's. letter No. T78Agri. (Fam.), dated 
the 18th March 1897, Tam direoted to submit the following report, undor 
section 29 of the Bengal Famine Code, on relief operations in Bengal 
daring the four weeks ending the 27th Match 1897. am also to enclose here. 
with copies of the half-monthi feports of the Commissioner of the Patna, 
Division, No, 812F.G., dated the 22nd March, and No. 912F'G., dated the 7th 
April 1897, and their enclosures, together with maps of the Patna, Division and 
of the districts of Palamau, Manbhum, Nadia, Ki! , and Bhagalpur, showing 

\ the tracts now affected. 3 

2. There was distress re uiring relief measures on a large scale in the 
Shahabad, Saran, Champaran, Mupatfecpar and Darbhanga districts of the Patng 
Division. The condition of the Patna and Gaya districts continued to be 
satisfactory ; throughout both districts throe-fifths to half an inch of rain fell on 
the 28rd and 28th March This rain did no appreciable harm to.the rabi, but, 
on the other hand, refreshed the standing crops and enabled ploughing to go on, 
as well as the preparation of seed-beds for the early rice, The rabi crops are 
expected to yield in these districts a 16-anna or full “average outturn. No 
relief works were open in these districts, Gratuitous relief was given from 
funds privately subscribed or allotted by the Provineial Committee of the 
Indian’ Famine Charitable \elief& Fund,” Thero was also a poor-house in 
Bankipore, in which the daily Average number of persons relieved was about 
60, half of whom had come from the North-Western Provinces. In Gaya 
kitchens were open along the Grand Trunk Road and elsewhere; the prices of 
wheat and barley had fallen, while those of rice were stationary. The Com- 
missioner thinks that this district will require little or no outside’aid. 

The following payagraphs deal with the principal features of famine relict 
in the other and seriously atiected districts of the Patna Division, 

3. Rainfalt und prospects of the erops.—Tho rainfall during the month, and 
in March 1874 was as follows :— 


“March 1874, Murch 1897, 
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The rainfall during the first-half of the month was slight and scattered, 
On the 22nd, 23rd and 24th March there was rain all over the Division; it was 
heaviest in Darbhanga and here of Champaran and lightest in Saran, The 

ater part of the radi crops had already been harvested, and the rain therefore 

id no damage, except in the north-east of Champaran, where the radi, which 
had been sown late, and the poppy were damaged by hail. On the other hand, 
the rain has enabled cultivators to plough their lands for the early bhadot, and 
has done good to millets, sugarcane and cotton on the ground, aud has to 
some extent improved the prospects of the indigo. The Commissioner ex, 
‘a full abi crop in Saran and in Shahabad (except, in the Bhabhua subdivision, 
where it is estimated to be about 6 or 7 annas); he expects an outturn of 10 annas 
in Champaran, 11 annas in Muzaffarpur, and 12 annas in Darbhanga. In 
1873-74 the outturn of these crops was im Shahabad 16 annas, in Saran 7 
sus, in Champaran 8 annas, in Muzaffarpur 10 anuas, and in Darbhanga 

annas. 

°" Estimated area and population affected, —There was no change under this 
head in the district of Muzaffarpur. 

Shahabad.—It is reported the local officers that there has been no 
change in the affected area. But in the Famine Statement A an area of 
1,851 square miles has been shown as affected, aguinst 680 square miles pre- 
viously reported. An explanation of this discrepancy will be obtained from 
the Collector. 

Saran.—The total area affected in this district is now stated to be 1,684 square 
miles, with a population of 1,484,386 persons, against 1,412 square miles with 
a population’ of 1,352,000 previously reported. ‘This increase is due to a 
eee revision made by tho Collector of his estimates of area affected; 

lief works are now open throughout the Gopalgunj subdivision, and the whole 
of this tract has therefore been classed as seriously affected ; an area of 19 

uare miles in the Sadar subdivision, in which the radi has been very poor, has 
also been placed in this category. 

Champaran.—The Collector of Champaran has again revised his figures 
as the result of a fresh calculation, but it is stated that there has been no actual 
change in the area in distress. ‘Ihe total area affected in this district is now 
put down at 2,598 square miles, with a population of 1,554,000, against 1,865 
square miles with 1,110,000 persons previously estimated. 

- Darbhanga,—The area now shown as affected is 2,940 square miles against 
2,766 square miles previously reported ; but no explanation of the increase has 
yet been furnished. 

4. Relief works.—Vhe progress made in the transfer of large works to 
the manegement of the Public Works Department has been slow, the number 
of works open in each district at the end of March being— 


Under the Public Under 
‘Works Depart. Civil Total, 
‘mont. Officers. 
Shahabad =... the Nil Vf 7 
Saran ie ia 2 29 81 
Champaran... = 21 59 80 
Muzaffarpur ... mn 12 58 70 
Darbhanga ~ “© QMlot stated) (Not stated) 134 
Total 2% 822 


The total number of works open at the end of February was 254, of which 
30 were under the Public Works Department and 224 under Civil Officers. 
‘The following table shows the average daily number of adult male units 0” 


each district in the second fortni 
compared with the numbers for the second fortnight of February :— i 
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The numbers in Shahabad have risen steadily, owing, it is reported, to the 
conclusion of the radi harvest and to the return of labourers who had gone to 
seek work elsewhere, The falling off in the numbers of task-workers in Saran 
and Darbhangw is reported to bo due partly to the rain and the consequent 
demand for egrionitardl labour, partly to the’ rabi cutting, and partly to other 
causes. The numbers of relief-workers employed irrespective of task increased, 
except in Saran, but were nowhere excessive. 

he average reported outturn of work, cost-rate and wages were as 
follow :-— 
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There has been no great change in tho average wages earned since the 
latter end of February. ‘The causes of the slight variation in the outturn and 
cost-rate per 1,000 cubic fect are the same as those explained in paragraph 4 of 
the report for February. On the whole, the works jwere carried on smoothly 
and satisfactorily, but difficulty is still experienced in obtaining the establish: 
ment necessary for the strict enforcement of the prescribed tasks, None of 
the non-commissioned officers asked for in my letter No. 671(Fam.), dated the 
9th March 1897, have yet joined, and the Government of India are now being 
requested to lend the ‘services of 12 additional commissioned officers, The 

tenant-Governor has also authorised the introduction of the piece-work 
ning on the major relief works (ie, on canals and railways) so as to lighten 

'e strain on the establishment. 

. 5. Privute relief works.—In the district of Shahabad several tanks were 
being exeayated at the expense of private individuals, and over 6,000 labourers 
[ere employed on the Mogulserai-Gaya Railway. In Saran the Hatwa Raj had 
fon works open on which 4,117 labourers were employed on the 27th Mareh. 
Besides eso there were other private works open in the Gopalzanj and 

wan subdivisions, ‘There were no private works in the district of am 
Paran, except a tank which was being excavated by the Bettiah Raj, and which 









employed fn average of 43 labourers daily, The Darbhanga 
open Toners and Darbhanga, The number bag Late » Ra, 
in the former district on the 27th March was Pept in e 

6, Poor-houses, kitchens and village relief,—There were 21 poor-houses 
open in March in the five districts, against 16 in February, while kitchen relief 
was given at several places in Muzaffarpur, Champaran and Shahabad, The 
Darbhanga Raj maintained a poor-house in Muzaffarpur and Kitchens in 
Darbhanga. In Saran the Hatwa Raj maintained four poor-houses, and the 
Manjha zamindars one. Employment was given to pardanashin women in the 
form of cotton-spinning and basket-making, 
7. Gratuitous relicf.—'Vho average daily doles of gratuitous relief during 
the second fortnight of March were as follows in comparison with the corre. 
sponding figures for February :— 
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_ The dole in Shahabad is high, because it was calculated on the basis 
of rice at 8} seers per rupee. Gram and peas sell cheaper than rice, bat are 
reported not to be always available. The dole was highest in Champaran, 
where it was higher than in the latter half of February, 

The numbers on gratuitous relief increased considerably. In Shahabad 
the total number during the last-week of March was 17,225, against 8,740, 
the corresponding figare for February, while the total number on relief works 
on 27th March was 6,215. The Collector writes that in his opinion the 
maximum has not yet been reached, and that he expects a further inerease, 
In Saran the increase from 15,939 at the end of rosy to 27,319 at 
the close of the period under +. is stated by the Collector fo be due to his* 
personal efforts to stir up the Circle Officers who were found neglecting the 
most patently deserving cases. The opening of more relief works is in con- 
templation, and when this has been done, many of the recipients of gratuitous 
relief will probably be drafted off to the relief works. 

8. Physical condition of the people, §c.—The public health generally con- 

tinued to be exceptionally good, and the condition of cattle is reported to have 
been fairly satisfactory. Bre death-rate in the affected portion of the district 
of Shahabad (3°39), though not very high in itself, is considerably higher than 
the registerod rate (1-93) for the whole district, as shown in Famine Statement 
A hereto annexed. It. is stated by. the Collector that the death-rate of this 
area is in ordinary years higher than that of the rest of the district, and that 
this year, while other parts of the district are healthy, small-pox nd hevay 
fever mortality are reported from the distressed tracts, 
- 9, Loans.—Losns for village works under the modified rules under 
the Land Improvement Loans Act do not appear so far to have proved 
attractive, but complete information is not yet in the possession of Govern- 
ment, The local officers haye been asked to furnish fuller particulars under this 
head in future reports. 

10, Food-stocks, importation of grain, and prices,—The total imports of the 
Division, including Patna and Gaya, during the period under report, are statod 
to have been 6,24,730 maunds, and the exports, 1,58,643' waunds, agwinst 
5,51,769 and 1,84,456, respectively, in February. The imports exceeded the 
exports by 4,66,087 maunds, and a considerable portion of the former 00 
of Burma rice. No deficioney in food-supplies has been reported from any of 
the effected districts of the Patna Division. Prices have remained steady- ed 

11, Chota Nagpur.—The situation, in the Chota Nagpur Division depend 
to a great extent on the mahua crop. That crop bas been seriously -dumaged 
Ls tain and stormy weather in. the lower-lying ions of Hazaribagh, ™ 

ahaa ane ria ia as digtsioe of Lobes ‘a, which jess leva 

mn, and on the plateaux azewnil , the damage done was less 
i tremenh tee mali, ined with the failure of the mang? 









\ dell Sosio'l widespread distress than was antici and prices 
pa aon to have genrally risen. Pablic health continue = he jon tie 
‘wholg ‘and the gaeral condition of cattle appeurs to have improved, 
alti cases of disens! are still reported, while the rain that fell during 
the month will have thepffect of ineveasing the supply of fodder. 

No report has been received from Singhbhum since the change in the 

+ weather, and exports being still far in excess 
Singhbhum and Lobardage” oF the imports, it is believed that there has been 
no change for the worse n the condition and prospects of this district. In 
Lohardega, although no etual indications of distress have come to notice, prices 
continued to rise, exportdon had stopped, and grain merchants had begun to 
import x00 1 ary ea quantities and were selling it at 8 seers per rupee in 
ae hia uarters of the «trict. There was rain throughout the district on the 
2Qlat, 22nd, 23rd and 24tlMarch, the fall amounting to 1'13 inches at Ranchi, «73 
ot ui tach at Palkot, ‘91+ Lohardaga, and 1:62 at Silli, and there ‘has been 
further rain since the che of the period under report. ‘Ihe extent of the 
damage done tothe mau crop is nat et known, The poorer classes are 
beginning to feel the pincof distress, and the local officers contemplate opening 
_ ortly. 
rk erie Faintall Palamau during March is reported to have been 
1°48 ‘inches, and the outturnof the makua crop is 
a Palamnan. estimated ‘at about 10 annas, (Che rabi crops have 
been seriously ‘injured trust and worms, and the outturn for the whole 
district is estimated by» Deputy Commissioner at 6-annas. Prices: have 
risen ‘higher than ‘beforthe price of rice being’ under 8 seers per rupee 
in ‘many places. The jlief works are not, however, atténded by darge 
numbers, At the end ofebroary there were nine Government relief works 
‘open, with‘e total numbef 4,287 labourers (men, women and children). The 
tuttiber of works fas in| been increased to 18, but the labourers em loyed 
on them uumbered only Slat the ond of March. This fall in the numbers is 
‘attributed to the gatherinh thermahuay but it also a1 pears to show that the people 
aiust have greater resourchan was supposed by the local officers, :Several private 
‘works are ‘open, but’ pre¢information:of the numbers employed on then: has 
not’ been'furnished. ‘Thumbers on Government gratuitous relief inereased 
from ‘514 at the endof'Fuary to 1,oz4 on the (27th March, ‘the Commis- 
‘sidner| thinks that this inwse is what may be expected,as the continued rise in 
prices makes itself more more felt by persons who are unfit for manual 
The Palawan Brandoromition of the Indian Famine) Charitable Relief 
‘Fund have commenced ations, and at the close of the period under re ort, 
were giving relief to 2Sarda-nashin women, $8 respectable men, and 99 
children, the daily rate g two annas per adult and one anna per child. 
"They have also eivenmoletatasy, relief to 46 others, 

‘The offer'of Governt to pay a bounty of eight annas for every maund 
‘of Burma rive imported not had much.effect, ‘The total quantity of Burma 
rice imported up ‘to the (of the period under Teport is stated to have been 
1;803 maunds. ‘The boi has since been extended to country rice, and will be 
‘paid forall rice brought the Palamau district ‘up-to the ‘80th April. The 
total amount of advancovillage relict works in thisidistrict, sanctioned upto 
27th March; was Rs. 32; andthe total.amount paid Rs. 11,096, 

The Deputy Commier of Palamau reports that 16 persons. came. to 
‘Dutt \j from Singrat the » M. ur idistrict:in a very emaciated con- 
‘dition. Someof'them — to:the hospital and some were given gratuitous 

 “Phe‘mahua erop inbhum as. elsewhere in the ‘Chota ‘Nagpur Division 
i been considerably dam: by :the ‘inclement 

» Meron, ather during the latter of March, the loss 
“being ‘cstimatod | by tlimmissioner . at. not less-than eight annas, » Prices 
‘continued ‘high, ‘rangitom \8\to.:10 seers, ‘The -arva vaffeoted remained 
‘the ‘ime as previously ted, but ‘of the eleven :text-works which snaps ena 
Swe Pebriary;woreiclosed «in: the first, half.of ‘March, os ey 
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failed to attract labourers. ‘The total number on the nino-remaining ‘hors on 
the 27th March was 8,459, against 3,492 at the close ¢ February: When tho 
report for the month of February was submitted to tle Government: of India, 
precise information had not been received as to the numbers on gratuitous 
relief, The number estimated by the Deputy Comuissioner was 5,000, At 
the end of the period now under report, the actual, nmber on. gratuitous relief 
was 4,118. No precise information has been furnishd of the amount advanced 
under the modified rules under the Land Improvemer Loans Act. 

‘Tho hopes entertained of a full mahua crop in Haaribagh have been falsified 
i by the bad weather, and he outturn of this crop is 

Hazaribagh. now estimated at 12 anas. Prices, already high, 

show a tendency to rise. In places rice was selling atessthan 8 scers per rupee, 
The ordinary works under the Publie Works Depament and the Koad 
‘Committee have been converted into test-works at wiece-work rate of Re, 1-9 
per 1,000 cubic feet. During the last week in Foruary the total number 
employed on these works was 1,136, which rose to 261 in the second week of 
March and 2,618 in the fourth week, Four kitens were opened in the 
beginning of the month, The number was subsequtly raised to 14, and the 
number of persons fed at: theso /itchens, as stated in thsupplementary telegraphic 
report of 6th April, was 585. The system | of ging relief to women and 
indigent artisans by cotton spinning and weaving W. being steadily developed 
with successful results by the Hazaribagh Branch Fief Committee. 

12. Presidency Division.—During the latter hy of the month there was 
general. rain throughout the Division which haconsiderably improved the 
prospects of the future: the mango crop is, haver, reported to be poor 
everywhere, The position in the 24-Parganas is unchanged, food-stocks 
were sufficient, and no distress was a) prehended. 

In Nadia distress has extended to the east half of thana T'ehatta, 

= and the total area affed during the period under 
Balls, report was 927-75 squ miles with a population 
of 478,612, Although the recent rain, which aveed.over three-fourths of an 
inch throughout the district, has improved prosper the present pressure has 
increased. The number of Government relief wo (14) remained the same as 
before, but the total number employed on them ore 27th March was 10,641, 
against 6,873 at the end of February. Large nbers are said to have been 
employed on the excavation or re-excavation oftks undertaken by private 
individuals, but precise figures have not been ished. The numbers on 
tuitous relief largely increased, being 11,399 ae close of the period under 
report. Public health continued to be exceptionagood, and the death-rate in 
the affected area was lower than ia the remainder he district. The condition 
of cattle is also reported to have been good. -stocks were sufficient and 
prices were generally steady. 
zy The affected area in this district is reporto have been the same as 
is before, but distress deepened, and the number 
a of beggars and apmts for gratuitous relict is 
reported to have increased, notwithstanding {large numbers are being 
relioved by the local Committeo of the Indian Ine Charitable Relief Fund. 
‘There has been rain throughout the district, thported fall in the affected 
area being “51 inch. ‘This area ordinarily groothing but winter rice, but 
it is satisfactory that the people are taking adxge of the early rain to sow 
autumn rice and jute, 

Four relief works were open in February, se total number employed 
on them was 583, The number of works Ince been increased to 16, of 
which 13 are tanks and 3 are roads, The totamber of relicf-workers on 
the last day of the period under report was 2,600 the Collector writes that 
about 6,000 more are employed. on works carrut by private individuals. 
Tho number on gratuitous relief has increased {1,949 at tho end of Febru- 
ary to 4,090 at the end of March, Prices} generally stationary, 
although the affected area dopends on importatr. its food-supply, no. want 
of team in the local markets has been repo}the condition of, cattle was 
good. A the. distressed 





n outbreak of cholera has increase ‘th-rate in 


om 
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tract as well as in some of the other parta of the district in which there is no 
distress, but in which cholera prevails. This outbreak is attributed to the want of 
cod drinking-water, for the supply of which several tanks are being excavated 
Government as well as by private individuals, and the District Board is taking 
steps to sink ring-wells in the worst villages. Arrangements have also been 
made for two doctors to visit the affected villages with cholera medicines, and 
one of them is already on the spot. 

It was reported Jast month that a man and a woman wero alleged to have 
died of starvation, On enatiry it has been found that the man died of a 
disease which may have been due to insufficient food, The woman had ‘no 
fixed residence and lived by begging. She did not come to tho Circle Officer, 
and the post-mortem examination showed that her condition was such that in all 
probability no relief would have saved her life. 

In this and some other districts of Lower Bengal women refuse absolutely 
to work on relief works, though their husbands who are respectable cultivators 
are working at less than half the wage earned by coolies in ordinary times. 
The result is that the Code wage being insufficient for the maintenance 
of the male workers and female members of the families, the numbers on 
gratuitous relief are disproportionately large. The Lieutonant-Governor has 
therefore authorised the introduction of the piece-work system at somewhat 
higher than the Famine Code rates, that is to say, the workers will be allowed 
to earn as much as they can, without a maximum limit, at somewhat higher 
rates for earthwork than those prescribed by Mr. Glass’s tables. 

The rain was general in Murshidabad and amounted to over an inch; it has 

3 slightly improved the condition of the affected tract 
aren in this district. Besides facilitating the preparation 








of land for the next dhadoi and winter rice crops, it has improved the prospects 
of the mulberry cocoon and of tho doro paddy. It has also enabled the 
cultivators to sow a species of paddy known as shati, which takes 60 days 
to mature. ight test works were open, and the total number of men, 
women, and children employed on them on the 27th March was 3,360. There 
was no regular organization for the distribution of gratuitous relief; but some 
relief of this kind was given through the agency of the police and of private 
gentlemen. Food-stocks were suflicient, and prices were generally stationary. 
Public health was, on the whole, satisfactory. The supply of fodder for 
cattle was sufficient, but in one of the affected thanas (Gowas) cattle-plague is 
reported to have broken out. 


The district of Jessore has had the heaviest rainfall in the Division, 





Foote the total fall from the 2ist to the 30th March 
being — 
Inches. 
Sadar oth gy 
Sheridah oe 
Narail ; 
Bangaon oe 266 





The condition and prospeets of thana Muhammadpur in tho Magura sub- 
ivision improved, while anxiety with regard to Bangaon is stated by_ the 
Collector to be nearly atan end. The price of common rice is reported to have 
risen slightly, but food-stocks were sufficient, Public health and the condition 
of cattle wore fair. Gratuitous relief was. continued, the total number in receipt 
of such relief during the lattor half of the month being 882. 

13. Bhagalpur Division.—'Vhe affocted districts in the Bhagalpur Division 
continue to be Bhagalpur and the Sonthal Parganas. In the other parts of the 
Division it is reported that thore has been a gradual rise in the.prices of all 
food-grains, notwithstanding the harvesting of the rabi crops and the recent 
rainfall, which is reported to have done much general good, but caused some 
slight injury to grain on the threshing floor, and more serious damage to the 
maturing mahua flower,. The mango crop, which is of great importance in 
the districts of Malda and Bhi ipur and in the north of Monghyr, will, it 
is feared, bo a failure, : . ‘ 
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Ih Bhagalpar, actual distress is still confined ral of the fsuahisira and 
Supaul subdivisions in the north, com: ising a total 
i big 0.19 arca of about 600 square miles with a population of 
325,000 persons. ‘The recent fall of rain, which amounted to 1/91 inches in 
Madhipura and 1°41 inches at Supaul, is reported to have done nothing but good 
in these tracts, inasmuch as it has given a ae stimulus to field operations, 
pd ‘as there was little or no rabi that could be damaged Ww the rain in the 
fields or on the threshing floors. In consequence of this improvement in 
agricultaral prospects, the numbers on Goyernmnent relief, which had risen 
from 8,160 at tho end of February to 18,027 on the 22nd of March, fell to 
13,474 in the weck ending 29th March. At the end of the petiod under 
‘Feport there were nine relief works open in the two subdivisions, against four 
$n tho latter half of February. ‘Tho total number df relief-workers was 9,819, 
Beveral tanks were being excavated by private individuals, and it is reported 
ie private charity and private reliof-works are playing an important part as 
‘they have done in all -previous seasons of scarcity in North Bhagalpur, 
Government gratuitous relief was given by grain doles at the end of the poriod 
under report to 3,394 persons. The physical condition of the people and the 
public health were good, and food-stocks were sufficient. 

Two other tracts in this district are threatened with distress. One is an 
area of about 150 square miles in the Colgong thana of the ‘Sadar subdivision, 
which contains purely rice lands with no low lunds, with next to no radi, and 
with no mahua, In this area the rice crop is estimated to have been 4 annas 
only. The other tract is the Katauria thana in the south of the Banka subdivi- 
gion, in which it was hoped that the mahua crop would help the poorer classes. 
That crop has been considerably damaged by the rain, and the loss is estimated 
at from 4 to 6 annas. Both tracts are being carefully watched, and arrange- 
ments are ready to administer relief when needed. y 

‘The distressed area in the Sonthal Parganas is $67 square miles with 

BARS Pegs opuldtion of 93,000 in the Jamtara. subdivision. 

ae nia n this and other paris of the Sonthal Parganas 

the mahua flower is a gteat adjunct to the food-supply. It is used by the 

eoplo for one meal in die day, the other meal being of grain, The rainfall 

during the Jatter half of March, which amounted to 1:24 inches, damaged the 

‘mahua, wud the outturn is now estimated at one-third of an average crop. ‘There 

wore four relief works open, the numbers employed on which aggregated 2,315 

at: the. end-of the period under report, while the number in receipt of gratuitous 

“zelief was 235. Public health is reported to have been nhusbilly good. The 
cattle were in good condition. 

Apxicty is felt for the southern portion of the Godda and the north and 
south of thé Dédghur subdivision, Test-works were opened, but did not attract 
labourers. The mahua crop is reported to have given relief for'the time. 

14.  Ofis8a Division.—Reports from Angul and Balasore continue to be 
satisfactory. No single instance of distress has come to notice in either dis- 
trict, In the district of Cuttack it was believed that there was distress in 
pargana Kuhunda-Jaipur, with an area of about ten square miles. A test- 
work was dpéned, bit was ‘not attended by ‘any Iibourers. Iv is reported 
that ‘théreis abundance of ‘work on the railiway, but thut the’tailway author 
ities have ‘difficulty in ‘securing labourers, ‘This 

‘hows ‘that the people are not ‘now ‘in need of relief, 
There was ‘heavy rain throughout ‘the district, 
which lias improved ‘the prospects, “arid ‘distress is 
‘reported to’be confined to those who canmot work. 
Bi ctatacs jie Metered ‘system of ‘gratuitous ‘rélief ed in 
5 2eboul perso: were in receipt ‘of doles ‘during the w' 
27th’ March 1897. sf felons 4 
Staple crop of the distiict of Pari'iswinter rice, and this crop’during the 
ai i sa Leta va hy heavy floods in J 
jen again by” t, the monsoon tains! 
Nodabédehtirély inthe taiddle of: Septeniber 1800." ‘The “estimated roeea 
this crop for the whole district is 8 annas, but in some parts is ‘reported *° 












: ; ——— 
havo boen as low as 2 annas or less, The worst tract is an aren of 250 square 
miles with a population of about 70,000 lying ae the northern and eastern 

a Malua, Perima, Shores of the Chilka lake and comprising the par- 
pesiee yy Met ‘Monikpatns, ganas named on the margin. The soil is generally 
Balbhadhrapur and est parga- sandy and grows only one crop, and the people are 
nae Chow biskud an z always more or Jess in straits. It was in these 
tracts that the famine of 1866 first made its i ena It is reported that 
there are no local stocks of food-grains, and steps have been taken to supply 
this deficiency Hy unperetion from other parts of the district, Government 
relief works have In progress since January, and the Raja of Parikud 
commenced certain protective embankments as early as November 1896, 
The Commissioner, who recently visited the affected tract, reports that the 
people themselves did not igs that they would require relief after the 
setting in of the rains, and he thinks that this statement may be relied on, 
During the latter half of March there was heavy rain, which in -the affected 
tract amounted to 2°45 inches, and slightly improved the condition of the tract, 
Fifteen relief works and four test works are reported to haye been opened in or 
near the distressed area, and the total nnmber employed on them at the end 
of the period under report was 4,204, In addition to these a District Board 
road running through Malud and Pariknd employed a daily average number 
of 486 persons, and the works undertaken by the Raja of Parikead were in 

ogress. Gratuitous relief was given to a daily average number of 75 persons. 
Bablie health and the condition of cattle were good, 

15. Burdwan, Rajshahi, Dacea and Chittagong Divisions.—There is nothing 
of importance to report with regard to the Burdwan, Rajshahi and Dacca 
Divisions. The Commissioner of Chittagong writes that the only district in his 
Division which gives grounds for anxiety is Chittagong, but that in this district 
there has been general rain yarying from 2 to 4 inches which has done good. 

« The Commissioner reports that there is a tract. along the sea coast in Satkania 
and Banskhali in which certain classes feel decided pressure. There is sufficient 
tice ‘in store, but it is stated that the means of purchasing it are wanting, 
The Lioutenant-Governor does not think that there can be any widespread 
distress in Chittagong, and trusts that such isolated cases of tlistress as 
may occur will be adequately met by the measures which the local officers are 
taking with funds locally raised or provided by the Provincial Committee of 
the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund. 
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Jienawed erat there were no deaths from starvation, ‘Vide paragraph 8 of the 
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No, 812F.G,, dated Bonkipor, the 22nd March 1897. f 
From—J. A. Bourprtzow, Esa., Offg. Commissioner of the Patna Division, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Revenue Department. 

I nave the honour to forward herewith, for the information of the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, my half-monthly famine report under sections 13 and 24 of the 
Famine Code. ‘The period dealt with consists of the two weeks ending the 6th 
and 13th March 1897, 


PART I—INTRODUCTION. 


2. Ihave not been on tour since my last report was despatched, as no 
tract seemed to call for particular attention, except the north of Saran, and I 
was unable to arrange a tour with the Collector in that subdivision before he 
had to return to head-quarters to compile his report. 


PART II.—DISTRICT REPORTS. 


8, Patna,—Very little need be said about this district, as it still remains 
in good case, Some damage from caterpillars is reported, and there are com- 
plaints about the produce of the poppy. These complaints are made every 
year and deserve no particular attention, 

4, In food-grain traffic there has been a rise in exports, imports remain- 
ing about the same. Tho figures for both rail and river traffic aro 63,310 
maunds against 45,490, and 44,091 maunds against 45,466, Most of the imports 
are rice (34,377 maunds), much of it from the Burdwan Division by rail and 
from Goalundo by steamer, Of the exports, ‘grain and pulses” accounted for 
88,625 maunds, which went not only westward to the North-Western Provinces, 
Tut also down to Howrah. The rico imported from Calcutta stations amounted 
to 10,225 maunds. 


5. Orders will be issued on the point raised by the Collector as to the 
calculation of average grain-doles, 

6. Gaya.—The reports from this district continue to be most satis- 

~The rudi fully answers expectations, and the price of the early pulses 
and cereals is falling, rico being.a little more expensive, partly, no doubt, on 
account of exports to Palamau. 

7. The volume of food-grain traffic by rail has fallen off, the obvious 
result of a good local harvest. Imports were 3,711 maunds against 9,483, and 
exports 1,206 maunds against.1,082.. The balance in favour of the district 1s 
thus 2,505 maunds against 8,401. Most of the imports were rice (2,580 
maunds), of which 747 maunds came from Howrah, being Burma rice for re- 
exportation'to Palamau : to that district 979 maunds of Rangoon rice were 
expenied by road against 668 maunds in the preceding fortnight. 

8. e three kitchens along the Grand Trunk Road at Kusa, Madanpur 
and Aurangabad continued to give useful relief, and as a fourth has now been 
added at Bara Chatti, in the extreme south-east corner of the district, the pro- 
vision for needy travellers is ample. 


9. ‘Tho Collector is satisfied that his arrangements for the distribution of 
charitable relief are complete, and that no cases of indigence are likely to be 
overlooked, In this district, as in Patna and in Shahabad, outside the Bhabua 
subdivision, there should be little or no need for a grant from the Provincial 
Committee of the Reliof Fund. In the midst of such good prospects and excel 
lent crops local charity should be sufficient to meet all demands, and should be 
required to do so. 

10. Shahabad.—In this district there has been a considerable increase in 
the number on relief works, and a smaller advance in that of those receiving 
gratuitous relief; but this was expected, and the advance has, in fact, been Jess 
than was anticipated. 

11. The area between the plateau and the Sone, reported last time to be 
under observation, has now been thoroughly inspected, and has been classed #8 
on requiring relief for the present, though it will need assistance later on = 

6 summer, . 
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12. The harvesting of the radi is in full pring all over the district, but it 
is now reported that the outturn in the Bhabua subdivision is poor, and that 
it will ete than half an average crop: in the other subdivisions prospects 
are much better. Prices remain steady, } 

18, As compared with the previous fortnight, thero has been a small fall- 
ing off in the imports of food-grains and a large increase in the exports, the 
former being 21,507 maunds as against 23,702 maunds, and the latter 18,058 
maunds as against 9,470 maunds: the balanco in favour of the district is thus 
3,449 maunds against 14,232 maunds. The whole of the imports except 8 
maunds was rice, and of the exports the greater part was either gram and pulses 
(7,560 maunds) or wheat (6,581 maunds): as the new wheat is hardly in yet, 
itis clear that the Zanias are unloading their old stocks on the market in antici- 
pation of a good radi, 

14, The numbers on receipt of relief and the result of the work done is 
set forth in the following table: — 









































AVERAGE DAILY NUMMER OF MALE UNITS ON— 

[Number | Cont 
Weok ending. — i Gratuitous outturn | per 1,000 
“hen | Toke |DB aR | ince| pag, (nla 

“Y work, | No pore | “ing depen. unit. 
| . dants, | | 
u _ 

1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 6 | 6 | 7 | 8 
[th fam ay. 
20th Febronry 1897/4 628 209 9,425 10,262 c05 [2 8 9 
STB 4 167 78 10,452 11,207 614 |2 210 
6th March 6 | 1,387 18 8,973 10,448 a7 127 6 
Wth » 6 | aga 184 1,814 14,390 4 /2101 








Turning first to relief works, it will be seen that there were six open at the end 
of the fortnight as against four at the beginning of it. The average daily 
number of male units on task-work has risen steadily, and so has the number 
of those on daily wage. In the last week the proportion of the latter to all 
those on relief works was 7'1 per cent, The average daily outturn fell to 44 
feet, and the cost per 1,000 cubic feot rose to Rs. 2-10-1, Both these are 
reasonable figures, and the variations from the figures returned at the end of the 
previous fortnight are doubtless due to the groater numbers and to the inexpert- 
ness of the new comers. ‘The Collector reports that he inspected three relief 
works and found all correct. Ho complains of the comparatively large number 
ofwomen and children on the works, the cause of which aj pears to be that which 
operates in Saran also, i.e., the absence of the adult males in search of work 
elsewhere, and he has rightly judged that the way to meet the difficulty is to 
take up tanks as relief works rather than roads, 

1d. The number of persons on gratuitous relief has not greatly increased, 
and indeed it fell during the first weck of the fortnight. As I foresaw would 
be the case us soon as more relief works were opened, the number of ersons in 
Teceipt of gratuitous relief in the neighbourhood fell both abso! utely, and 
relatively ; and in the last week of the fortnight, in every 109 persons receiving 
relief, 82 were on charitable relief and 18 on relief works: in the lost week 
of the previous fortnight the figures were 91 and 9. As time passes, the dispro- 
sid will be stiil further reduced, I trust, as the lists are checked and 
weeded, 

16. Tho poor-houses and kitchons alon the Grand Trunk Road and at 
Arrah are still doing good work. Form 6 shows that in the first weck an 
rier of 490, and in the second an average of 386, persons were fod daily: 
these part do not include those for the Dehri poor-house. The average 
value of the daily dole was 1 anna, which is rather high: it has not been stated 
ch what basis it was fixed. I have in a Separate communication warned the 
Collector that outside the Bhabua subdivision charitable relief, if, given atall, 
should be given on the most Limited scale; the district asa whole is well off, 
and each yi Must, a8 usual, support its own poor, 

' 
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17., Saran.—The report from this district discloses merely a dordapment 
of existing conditions. In the more fortunate tracts the. raéi has red a fine 
crop : the rice \vil the distress of the people is on the inerease, . 

18. In Sewan the radi harvest has employed labour to such an extent that 
several works have been closed. In. the Gopalganj and Sadar subdivisions, as 
has before been stated, the good and bad areas are greatly intermingled, Mr: 
Farle is so much impressed by this fact that he is haying crop statements pro. 
pared, circle and circle and village by village, so as to be able to focus his atten- 
tion not only on the works tracts but on the worst. villages. 

19. Asa result of the good radi crop, the prices of wheat, rahar and 
barley are falling; so much so that the Collector has been able to alter his 
basis of calculation for tho on relief works, and, instead of 10 seers all 
round, to take 12 seers (barley) tn the Sadar subdivision, and 13 seers (Indian- 
corn) in the other two. I am surprised to find the latter reported sv cheap, for it 
was selling at less than 10 seers in parts of Gopalganj at the end of December, 
and a similar fall is not reported elsewhere. 

20. There has been some check in the food-grain traffic, as was to be 
expected with the vai coming in. he total reported imports by road, river 
and rail wore 83,129 maunds against 90,491, and the exports 3,829 maunds 
against 7,365: the balance in favour of the district is therefore 79,300 maunds 
against 83,126, Out of the grain imported by rail, viz., 77,728 maunds, as much 
as 67,592 was rice, and out of this total more than half, i. 35,870 maunds, 
came from Howrah, 

21. As regards relief works and gratuitous relief, I give the following 
comparative table as usual :— 















































AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF MALE UNITS ON— 
Average 
Number daily | ost p 
Week ending— | of | Gratuitous | outturn Et 
works | Task. relief, inelud- | popay per oe , 
open. | work, ing depen- | . male - 
| - a unit. |, 
. H 
1 2 3 4 | 5 6 7 8 
} 
: t: 

_ 1807, A.—Under the Collector. oft, [Ra a. x. 
20th Fobramy .. | sesso 8,408 1141 14,816 23,864 a1 | 218 0 
ath 34 | 7,500 V41 14,434 28,174(a) ss] 269 

» mee 8,673 li. 16,898 26,632 37 | 215 8 

asth,, 86 | 9,160 929 16,628 26,717 88 | 2 11 104 
Bi—Hutwa Raj. 

20th February ons 2,968 83 668 4,314 343) 9 4 0 

Mth To | 2,938 1,240 668 4,846 B43| 3 5 9 

Oth'March = |... 8,020 854, seven (B) #874 g | 379 

wth, ww | 10 | 8,180 733 brs 4,377 a | gu 0 

















(a) Besides these there were two major works under Public Works Department ageney, with a daily 
average of 484 taskworkers and 1,048 on daily wage, irrespective of task, 
(8) Figures not reported, 

_ 22. Turning first to tasi-work, it will be seen that the numbers are 
slightly rising. Including in Gopalganj the relief workers on the Hutwa 
works, the total average daily a endance for the last week of the fortnight was 
12,200 against 10,537 in the last week of the preceding fortnight. It has 
been stated above that that there has been a great falling off in Siwan, and 

this will be clear from the figures 

FC UATE TS v7 == in the margin, which are those for 

Wook ending— the average daily number of male 

Scapvisox, |—_——---_—___ | units on relief ‘works under both 

6th March, | 13th March, | Civil and Public Works Depart 

ment agency in each subdivision 

for each of the last two weeks 

It is clear that the Collector 

is perfectly right im saying 

that while distress is increasing 

in Glopalgauj, it in much less 3 
Siwan, 


























(23. The daily outturn is good in the Government works, but has fallen 
off a little in those under the Hutwa Raj, ‘The cost per 1,000. oubie feet is 
satisfactory inthe former, and is not excessivein the latter, My, Earle, however, 
has found reason to doubt the measurements in some cases, and is taking steps 
to prevont this recurring as far as possible, ng 

24. The numbers of persons on daily wage, irrespective of task, is kept 
within reasonable limits; the ollector explains that many of these are pi 
who are engaged in baling out tanks, 

_ 25, Gratuitous relief remains high; but the remarks on My. Earlo’s report 
show that the result of his observations and enquiries is not that it is overdone, 
but that in some phen it has not gone far enough. He has appointed four 
native Assistant Superintendents of charges on Rs, 100 @ month to aid the 
Charge Superintendents in the Gopalganj subdivision in the supervision of their 
circle officers. As the charges are very large and all the Charge Superin- 
tendents somewhat inexperienced, I have agreed to the proposal as a temporary 
measure, The services of these assistants will be dispensed with as soon as 

ssible. 

oe 26. The poor-houses are thinly attended, as it is clear that beggars can 
do better for themselves outside at this ti ii ing i 

27. Some advances are being taken for village improvements under the 
specially favourable terms sanctioned by Government: this is almost the only 
disnict where the proposal has been taken up. 

28. Champaran.—The prominent feature in the return for this district 
for the past fortnight is an apparent advance of 38 per cent. in the number of 
adult units relieved in all ways, but the Collector shows that the figures are 
fallacious and the advance apparent only, 

29 _ The harvesting of the rabi has not yet commenced generally throughout 
this district, asthe season here is always a good deal behind that of other 
districts in the Division, and accordingly harvest operations have not yet had 
any appreciable effect on the numbers seeking relief. 

80. Prices are fairly steady, but those of common rice and makai have 
risen slightly : there has been a rise at Bagaha, which I am sorry to see, 

31. In food-grain traffic there has been_a still further development, the 
rail-borne imports haying been 18,390 maunds against 14,400 and the exports 
387 maunds against 786, so that the balance in favour of the district was 
18,003 maunds against 13,614, Of the 18,390 maunds of imports, 11,919 were 
rice, of which 10,240, all sennigned to Bettiah, came from Howrah, It is 
reported that 15,341 maunds of ood-grains were registered as imported from 
Nepal, and as this maby. went for the most part to Chainpaitia, it will serve 
to maintain the stocks in the Hardih and Ramnagar charges, 

‘ oe The following statement gives the principal statistics of relief for the 
ortnight:— 
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NIN ON — 
Number “une Cost per 
Week ending— of works| Daily (Gratuitous | outtum | 1000 
open | task. | Wane, | relief, | per male | ¢ 
irrespecs | includ ‘Total. unit. Psat 
wee. i] Sates ot A depen, 
tas! dents, 
1 2 3 | 4 | 6 | 6 7 8 
oft, | Rs ap 
20th February 1897 99,663 4,058, 29,305 | 118,106 22} 408 
24 latinas 70,182 | 4,036 | 29.575 | 1us'741 4 34 8 
bid ” 84207 | 6991 | 87,473 | 179/071 26 31 8 
AR as $2,064 | 6219 | 45,492 | 143,005 a7 {3 34 





‘The number of works opan at the end of the fortnight was 78, of which 60 
Were under the Collector, ‘employing £498G anal unites day,-and 18.under the 
Public Works Departinest, tansloying abet 12,985; of the whole number 50 
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were tanks. From the figures given for relief works, it would seem that there 
has been a considerable increase in the daily average attendance during the 
fortnight under review, but Mr. Macpherson shows that this is fallacious, and 
that in fact there haye been large errors in returns from the Bagaha and South 
Bettiah charges; it is therefore useless to compare the figures of attendance. in 
this and the previous fortnight; proper orders will be passed. Private relief 
works employed an average of 640 male units a day during the fortnight. 

83, As regards outturn and cost per 1,000 cubic feet, the former has rison 
and the latter fallen during the fortnight, A reference to Form No. 7 shows 
that the outturn on Public Works Department works, which are mostly roads, was 
better than that on Civil Agency works, which were nearly all tanks. . 

84, The remarks made in Mr. Maepherson’s 17th Peragteph have m: 
entire support. It is a great fault in forms 5 and 19 of the Famine Code 
that they have no totals for classes. I have already prepared a circular 
prescribing certain modifications of these forms without altering the headings, 
and I propose to address Government on the subject of altering the latter, with 
the object of simplifying the forms and making them more useful, 

85. The numbers on gratuitous relief are now a good deal higher than 
they have been before, and the Collector seems to think that, as soon as the 
gratuitous relief lists have been completely checked (which should be daring 
the current fortnight), it will be possible to reduce the numbers again; more- 
over, there is some doubt as to the manner in which the numbers have been cal- 
culated, Taking the figures as they stand, however, the percentage of persons 
‘on gratuitous relief to all those relieved was 31:69 in the last weck of the fort- 
night as against 28°5 in the week ending 27th February and 6:01 for the week 
ending 830th January. It has been stated previously in these reports that the 
cirele organisation in Champaran was developed rather later than elsewhere. 
The daily dole is about right, being a little over 9 pies a day. 

86. Four poor-houses were open at the close of the fortnight, one of them 
being that at Bettiah, which was taken over from the Raj officials. The daily 
average number of inmates of all poor-houses was 332 for the second week of the 
fortnight, of whom 136 were at Bettiah. When the Lieutenant-Governor visited 
this place the number present was 760 and the daily average for last fortnight 
was 650; the Collector will be asked what has become of the balance of about 
500 persons. The average daily attendance at the Motihari poor-house has 
risen from 79 to 117, ‘The kitchens in the Hardia thana referred to in para- 
graph 39 of my last report fed about 477 persons a day. 

37. Muzaffarpur.—In this district, as in others, the harvesting of the radi 
has arrested the progress of distress and has prevented any large increase in 
the number on relief works, while the total in receipt of relief of all kinds has 
fallen slightly. The Collector has been on tour in the Sitamarhi subdivision 
and reports that the condition of the people appears to be good. 

. 88, There has been no change in the distressed area, but in order to be 
prepared for the rapid increase in the numbers seeking rélief, which may be 
expected in April and May, Mr. Hare has, with my approval, Kren two 
more Charge Superintendents and one Assistant Charge Superintendent. He has 
also appointed paid circle officers in some of the planters’ wehads, since it has been 
found here, as in Champran, that many of these gentlemen have not the time 
to look minutely into the administration. of gratuitous relief, though their ser- 
vices in the way of general supervision are very valuable. Mr, Hare has asked 
for still more Charge Superintendents, and his ‘proposals are being separately 
dealt with. 

39. The rabi in the Sadar and Hajipur subdivisions is said to be very 
good, while in Sitamarhi it is fair, but the area sown is short. 

40, Prices are generally stationary with a tendency to fall in those of the 
early radi crops except at Sitamarhi, where the Collector reports that ‘ every fo 
prsin, except wheat, has risen in price, the rise in the case of rakar and marua 

eing 1} seers. Wheathasfallen by half aseer.” This has caused Mr. Hare some 
anxiety, and he has asked the Subdivisional Officer to stimulate the local mer- 
chants to import. I will address the Collector separately on thesubject. So fat 
as can be gathered from the fortnightly statement of imports and nd ge 
the beginning 











at first the exports from stations in the subdivision largely exe 
peas the Esa being chiefly rice, mostly from Nepal; since 
of January, however, imports have been better and exports haye fallen off. 








41," The total imports for the whole district amounted to 53,595 maunds 
against 41,837 in the previous fortnight, and the exports were 2,946 maunds 
inst 2,560; the balance in favour of the district was, therefore, 50,649 
maunds against 39,277. Out of the total imports’ 38,944 maunds were rice, 
of which 11,670 maunds came from'Howrah, 
42. "Pho following’statement compares, as usual, some of the principal 
statistics of relief during the past and the previous fortnight :— 
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2. ant of 18,264 2,052 | 20,151 40,467 607 | 





Tt will be seen that the number of wotks has increased from 48 to 62, of 
which 44 were under Civil Agency: of the increase of 14, 9 werd under Civil 
Agency and 5 undet Public Works Department Agency. 

48, Owing to the demands of the rabi harvest, the numbers on relief works 
have only slightly advanced, on more works have been opened, and Mr. 
Glass’s tasks have been introduced: ‘tho falling off occurs in all three sub- 
divisions. The average daily attendance of both task-workers and those 
on daily wage was 19,733 for the week ending 27th Fobruary and 20,316 
for that ending 18th March: during the intervening week the numbers fell to 
18,775. If to these we add the numbers of male units on the Darbhahga Raj 
relief works, viz., an average of 2,175, 3,306 and 2,762, we get for each of the 
three last weeks the following average daily number of male units on relief 
works—21,908, 22,081, and 23,078, 

44, The average daily outturn per male unit has fallon steadily since the 
general introduction of Mr, Glass’s tasks, but it still hicher here than in most 
districts. As noticed in my last report, the proportion of adult males on relief 
works in this district is very large, and, contrary to my expectations, it is now 
larger than before. Excluding the Raj works, in the week ending 27th February, 
out of 134,292 persons on task-work, 73,191 were adult males, giving a per- 
centage of 54°5: for the week ending 13th March the total number was 109,583, 
of whom 69,696 were adult males, equivalent to 63°6 per cent. With the fall 
iy the outturn the cost per 1,000 cubic fect has slightly risen, but is still very 
low. 

45. Mr. Hare records a protest against the reduction of the task to the 
level of Mr, Glass’s standard, and urges that latitude should be given to tho local 
officers-to exact different tasks from workers of different calibre: his remarks 
will be found in raphs 23 and 24 of his report. I have from the first held 
the opinion that Tn, Glass tasks err, if at all,on the side of leniency ; but I have 
Cordially accepted them asafair average for the great majority of relief workers, 
and have always said that if they are generally executed we shall do exceed. 
ingly well, Mr, Hare’s objections lead back in effect to the classifications 
Prescribed by the Famine Code, which have been universally condemned as 
too elal 0 for practice, as ana to uncertainty, and as'asking too much 
of the diseretion, the capacity,.and, I may add, the onesty of the subordinate 
establishment, His further suggestions that. the diggers should be graded, 

n » and paid monthly seem to me be too elaborate and likely to 

ak down in practice, 
t 46. The numbers; on. gratutious relief bave fallen greatly during the 
ortnight; but, the Collector has not discussed the variation either in his present 
i fis Previous report, ‘Tho figures in column 5 of the above statement show 
sudden in the figures for the week ending the 27th February, and an 
ually. sudden in the succeeding week, I am inclined to think that tho 








Aiba so. 
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figure 48,230 is wrong, but Mr. Hare’s attention will be called to this matter, 
Apparently no gratuitous relief is administered by the Darbhanga Raj in this 
district except through the medium of poor-houses, but this will be verified by 
a reference to the Collector. : 

47. The daily number of persons in Government poor-houses was 313 
against an average of 409 for the two provious weeks: the daily average fo, 
the fortnight in the Raj poor-house at Jabdi was 165 against 288. 

48. ‘The Collector’s remarks in paragraph 81 as to the propriety of ving 
loans to cultivators will be fully dealt with elsewhere. I have called for the 
opinions of the Collectors of this Division on the correspondence forwarded 
with Government order No. 716Fam. of the 12th instant, and will a to 
Government when those opinions are received. 

49. Darbhanga.—In this district the feature of the fortnight under Teport 
(if the figures are correct) has been a sensible rise in the numbers on reliof 
works and in receipt of gratuitous relief during the first week, followed by a fall 
again during the second week. ‘The factor which has produced these changes 
is the cutting of the rabi, which has taken off a Jarge number of the labouring 
classes. In other respects there has been very little change: the radi is seed 
and the Collector adheres to his former estimates; pices are stationary or 
shows a tendency te fall, and the public health is excellent. 

50. In respect of food-grain traffic by rail, there has been arise in 
imports from 36,965 to 52,803 maunds, and a fall in exports from 10,139 to 
3,904 maunds, so that the balance indavour of the district was 48,899 maunds 
against 26,826. This rise is remarkable; for, with a promising 742i crop coming 
to perfection, I shall have expected that, asin Gaya, there would have been 
stagnation, or an advance in exports as in Shahabad. Of the imports, by far 
the greater portion was rice (20,649 maunds), of which 4,542 maunds came 
from Howrah: Darbhanga itself took just half the imports, 

61, Tho following table gives the usual comparative figures for relict 
works and gratuitous relief during the past and the previous fortnight:— 
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126 68,188 | 4,076 46,571 








(a) Besiden13 works under the Public Works Department with about 18,000 workers. 


The number of works open during the last week of the fortnight under review 
was 125, of which 90 were under Civil Agency and 35 under the Public Works 
Department. The figures for the two classes of work are given in Form No. 7. 
52, Looking at the above statement first, it will be noticed that the 
numbers on task-work have fallen greatly during the last four wooks, that the 
numbers on daily wage, irrespective of task, have slightly increased, while ase 
Avorage daily nunter of male nite on task-works em) peatuious ; Feliet. bare 
chess ctrreaihes the woek “elon: een ent remelned about the same. 
It is difficult to institute eom- 
parisons with confidence, af 
some of the figures for previ- 
ous weeks were admitted! 
incomplete, but as subdivt- 
sional totals haye now been 
iven in Form 5 for Civil 
gency works, it is iy 
say where the variati rik i, 
show that in the Sadar subdivision the numbers Keer aren 
Madhubani they have begun to rise again. The explanation is to be found ix 
the attraction of the rabi harvest, and 0 in the number of private works opel 
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58, The average outturn per male unit is better again and is very fair. 
Mr, Carlyle has explained in his 23rd paragraph that the fall in the outturn in 
the week ending 6th March is due to the taking over of works by the Public 
Works Department, who either started large tanks with long lead and lift, or 
took over tanks from the Civil Agency, which had already progressed very fare 
The same causes explain the rise in the cost per 1,000 cubic feet and its fall 
again in the week ending 13th. A reference to Form 7 will show that appar- 
ently in both weeks the results on Civil Agency works were better than those 
in works under the Public Works Department, but Mr, Carlyle’s remarks, 
already referred to, explain the circumstances and show that the apparently 
poorer result is justifiable, 

54, The numbers on gratuitous relief are still very large, but they have 
follen a good deal in the last fortnight: as more relief works are opened, it is 
expected that they will fall further still. . 

55, The figures for Raj relief works and gratuitous relief, said to be given 
on a separate statement, have not been received. 


PART IIL—CONCLUSION. 


56. Tho period under report presents no striking features; the weather 
has been seasonable ; the harvesting of the rabi has continued to draw labour 
away; and partly for this reason, partly because the subordinate establishment 
gain experience every day, and partly because the system of work has now 
finally been settled, the outturn of work and the rate of cost has been steadily 
improving. 

57. Crop prospects continue excellent, and the radi all round is likely to 
be better than it was in 1874. ‘he estimate of the poppy remains high except 
in Sewan and Champaran. 

58. Prices show no tendency to rise except in particular places. The rise 
in Sitamarhi is the most important of these; but this place, Bhabua in Shaha- 
bad, and Bagaha in Champaran, are being carefully watched. The radi now 
coming into the market will certainly prevent prices from rising. 

59, Traffic in food-grains has again been brisker, as the aecompanying 
statement will show :— 
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‘The volume of trade has amounted to 3,60,867 maunds against 3,37,236 
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maunds, the iniports being 2,77,227 
maunds against 2,62,344 maunds, 
Every district, except Patna, as 
usual, shows an excess of imports 


arth =|. 19th over exports, and in all but Gaya 
Pobruary.| March. | ond Saran the balance in favour of 
the district exceeded that of the fort- 
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night before, This is most notico- 
able'ti Musaffarpar and Darbhanga. 
‘The figures in the margin show how 

atly the imports of rice from 

lowrah and Kidderpur have in- 
creased, the large advances in 
Champaran, Muzaffarpur and Dar- 
bhanga being particularly satisfactory. 
Some of the Burma rice imported 
into Saran is probably sent away 
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61. ‘Lhe statement below compares as usual most of the relief statistics 


for each district for the past 


and the previous fortnight :— 
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Taking the Division as a whole, and, the mean of the whole fortnight, it 


appears that there has been a. slight advance in the numbers on task-work, 
daily wage, irrespective of task, and gratuitous relief, 
7 Turning first to task-workers, it will appear that the daily number 
has increased nearly 2 per cent., the inercase 


62, 


and apparently great in Champaran, 
seek 3 
here, hi 


Cha, 


ve, 
ae) that 


being relatively large in Shahabad, 
though, as already explained in para- 
2 above, this is probably fallacious: in Darbhanga there is a falling off. 

as. been some ‘reduction in the average outturn of work, except in 


ran, where it is, asa fact, the lowest of all. The reasons for this change 


explained aboyo in dealing with each district, where it has also been 
t the work in the second week was. better than in the first. ‘The cost 


x 1,000 cubic fect has risen pari passu. The wage earned per diem in all the 
Bineslotd is now fairly even. : 


63. 


The numbers on daily 


the ratio is 68 per cent, of the whole numbers on relief works. 


wage, irrespective of task, ard not excessive: 








64. There is again an advance in the numbers on gratuitous relief, Z 

it is much less than in the previous fortnight. . The advance ig most aokeeies 

an extraordinary falling off in Muzaffarpur ; both these 

their proper placa above. The ratio of adult units on 

‘atuitous relief to the total of units relieved in the last week is ag follows: — 

Shahabad 82:09, Saran 55°12, Champaran 31-69, Muzaffarpur 49:79, Darbhanga 

42°79; whole Division 41-73, The dole given is now no lon ger high any- 
where, but it is highest in Shahabad, 

65. Appendix A gives the expenditure to date so far as it can be gathered 
from the district statements, The total expenditure to the 13th March was 
Rs. 13,60,857, of which Rs, 3,43,504 were expended in the fortnight under 
review. It will be observed that thé cost of establishments is not shown, for it 
is obvious that the Rs. 2,419 in column 13 must refer to contingencies alone, 
Darbhanga still stands first with more than 5 lakhs, and Champaran ig only a 
quarter of a lakh behind, 

66. The process of taking over works by the Public Works Departm ent 
has continued, and from tho district reports it appears that at the end of the 
period under report the figures were as follows:— Works under Public Works 
Department Agency,—Saran 2, Champaran 18, Muzaffarpur 3, Darbhanga 35: 
total 63. Civil Agency works.—Shahabad 6, Saran 4 (including Hutwa Raj), 
Champaran 60, Muzaffarpur 54, eee 90: total 254, Some of the officers 
of Royal Engineers, detailed for duty in North Bihar, joined their appointments 
during the fortnight just past. The five military officers whose services have 
been usked from the Government of India are daily expected. 

67. The usual statements are appended, 
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- No. 298F., dated Bankipore, tho 17th March 1897, . 
From—T. Ineurs, Esa., Collector of Patna, 
To—Tho Commissioner of the Patna Division. 

I nave the honour to submit tho following report under section 24 of the Bengal 
Famine Gode for tho first half of March isv7. © 

2, ‘The figures in it relate to the two weeks ending on 6th and 13th idem. 

8. Beonon 24 (7).—Tho area affected and uarrangoments of relief citcles remain 
unchanged. 

4 rete 24 (2) (a): General state of the affected tracts, §¢ —I have nothing new to 
chronicle. he slight rise in the price of food-grains presses the same classes as1 have 
referred to in my previous reports. Intho towns a number of people are being relieved, 
chiefly pardanishin women, their children, avd men of a respectable class who are too old 
to work. The resulta of the working of the different sub-committees of the Charitable 
Relief Fund, however, could show that in some instanees sufficient care is not taken in 
investigating cases, and that the obligation resting on relatives to maintain the poor members 
of the family is being transferred to that fund. ‘Lhe radi harvest is being pushed forward 
and is nearing completion. ; 

5, Secrion 24 (2) (b): Crop prospects—The rabi crop is nearly harvested from all 
quarters. I have received assurances of the damage done to masur and peasand other crops by 
caterpillars In Patna City the same pest has attacked the rie crop, and the police 
have reduced their estimates, which I consider a very low one—6 to 10 annas or an average 
of 8 annas. It must be remembered that, except in the lowlying lands on the south of 
the oity, most of the land is highly cultivated and the supply of water ample, and, but for 
the presenco of caterpillars, 1 would have taken the crop asan average ono. There isa 
universal complaint of the outturn of poppy. The capsules are said to be able to stand only. 
threo lancings. ‘Ihe season has been most favourable for poppy. The hot winds have not 
sot in early as they did last year, and we have had slight rain on several occasions. Last 
year the outturn was 4§ seers per bigha, and this year the Sub-Deputv Opium Agent expects 
5 seers of a produce valued at Xs. 30 per bigha, The mango crop will be, I fear, a very poor 
one, the rain in the second week of February having produced foliage and hindered the 
flowering of the trees. Sugarcane is being largely sown, also china (millet) in Bihar. The 
land is also being prepared for bogaha (broadeast) paddy. 

6. Sxcrion 24 (2) (c): Food-stocks.—These are sufficient. The cultivators are holding 
their stocks everywhere, and this has affected prices, especially in Bihar. The stock of 
makai (Indian-corn) and marua in that subdivision has been exhausted in the market. For 
somo days theso two crops and also barley were not to be obtained in the Marufganj market 
in Patna City. New barley is now coming in. 

%. Swerion 24 (2) ( Importation and exportation of food-grains.—The figures for the 
two weeks are as follows:— 











Mads. 

Imports 44,091 
Exports 63,310 
‘Not export we 9,219 


The chief import continues tobe rice, which accounts for 34,377 maunds, an 
ort of 8,763 maunds. ‘The bulk of the exports come, under the head “ Gram and pulses,” 

which amounted to 38,626 maunds, the chief centre of the export trade being Mokemeh. 

Imports of rice by rail have come mostly from Raniganj, 4,923 mounds, and Howrah, 
9,855 maunds, besides smaller quantities from Burdwan, Sultanganj, and Ahmedpore. By 
steamer the imports are chiefly pulses from Goalundo and Indian-corn from Khagaria. 

On the export side we have sent prom and pulses to Howrah, Allahabad, Cawnpore, 
Agra and Benares by rail and rice to Dobri by steamer, 

The sidlowring squaiities ‘were imported from the stations named in the Commissioner's 





Famine Circular No. 15 of 1897, paragraph 8 :— 
4 Rice, Paddy. 
Mds. 
Howrah se 374 
Kidderpore ... Nil. 
Calcutta aoe . 
Sealdah ane 





8. Srorion 24 (2) (c): Rainfall—Nono ‘ha basa ‘measured. Th few dro) 
munday | in connection with a dust-storm, but these did not lay the dust, Sed “were peng 
red. 
9. Secrron 24(2) (f): Public henlth—Contin A fow casos of small-pox i 
Dinapie town cin hg nth iar Salven ars bore tient gris 
., SECTION (9): migrations or immigrations of famished le, —Nil. 0 
Sub-divisional Oificer Ii en eramastcarebor be Uaioe heer teat soer dike Dassen 
are vis the shrines at Puri and Rajgir. This may be due to fear of the plague. 
ilo srt eae nga claund af Ws erons Boas eatoy nape Beck 
as they aro the 5 anxiety is 7m. a, 
count of anticipated mpratty of water, at gs 


oy. BSB i i ‘ic is i t of the 
“ ire 24 (2) Oe Prices. Prices havo slightly risen she eee et pes 
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(rahar) and marua, In the former case, the rise can only be due to the oxhat of the 
stocks of old grain and the non-arrival of the new crops, which has been excellent, In the 
case of mara the stock in the market is becoming exhausted. : ‘ M 

13, Snoriow 24 (8): Number of reliaf works open, §e.—Nil. 

Arrangements are nearly completed for starting the annual earthwork repairs on the 
District Board roads from tho 1st proximo, These will be done departmentally with tem- 
porary hands. Several roads will be grouped in one cirole and placed under one man, who 

© will take them up in turn, The work is expected to extend over about two months, and 
should meet the case of the labouring classes. 

14. Szcrtow 24 (4): Number of poor-houses open, &e.—Tne poor-house was opened iat 
Bankiporo on the Ist. The number of inmates on the 13th instant was 70. There haye 
beer Careo dead, al gases of persons who came in bad health. ‘I'he inmates complain of 
the insufficiency of the ration provided under the Famine Code, Clothes have been provided 
by the Charitable Relicf Fund, and other comforts provided from funds present by the 
visitors to the institution. Besides these, a number of resting stations have boen provided 
along the pilgrim route from Baidyanath, and the police and Government tahsil offices 

ee with Finds to deal with cases of distress. 
% 15. Becrion 24 (6): Organisation for employment of artisans, §c.—Nil. 

16. Section 24 (6): Organization for tho distribution of the grain-doles, &o.—These havo 
practically ocasod, exoopt in the caso of beggars and the poor of tne lowest classes. All 
other cases havo been or are being trausferred to the Charitable Relicf Fund, who generally 
distribute relief through one of their members. 

17. Suciion 24 (7): Relief’ in kitchens —Nil. 

18. Bucrion 24 (8): Number of persons to whom loans, &¢—Unier the Land Improve- 
ment Loans Act Rs. 700 has beon sanctioned to three persons—average Rs, 233. 

Under tho Agriculturists Loans Act Rs, 200 has been sanctioned for three persons— 
average Rs. 66. 

‘Tho seourity taken has been cither landed property or the cultivators’ holdings. Nous 
‘have come forward to take loans on a joint security. 

The majority of applications recently refused by me have been from persons who are 
‘well-to-do and wish to get money on the cory. terms offered by Government and for objects 
which do not come under the soope of the Acts, I have been strict in granting loans, as 
T understand Government would prefer advances being made when the need for them is 

eater, 
BMT. Broriox 24 (9): Financial Statoment,—The financial stateinent is appended. The * 
allotments made to police stations for meeting urgent casos of distress wore omitted in the 
rovione ‘retorns. Thess’ have: been dnaladed ty tho present statement, Consequently, the 
Palance shown in. the provious statement will not tally with the opening balance of” the 
present fortnight. 

20. Sxcrion 24 (20). Nothing new to report. 

21. Sxorton 24 (21). No change. 

22, Payment of postal money-orders.—No report received. 


APPENDICES, 


The following statemonts are appended :— 
(1) Form 6 for each week separately. 
(2) Famine Statement B, Form 7. 
3) List of prices. 
4) Export and import statements, Forms 8 and 9. 
(5) Abstract and comparative statement of exports and imports. 


‘With regard to Form 6, I would note that different officers prepare them in different 
ways. Difficulty is greatly felt in o plying with the instructions at foot of the forin for 
fillings im columns 2, 3, 4, 5, ioularly in oases of ‘occasional relief. Cases that are 
relieved from week to week, or at least for the week as a whole, can conyeniently be shown’ in 
averages ; but others, rélieved for a'few days in the week or once for all, cannot be conveniently 

+ shown in the return in averages, I would ask how such cases should be dealt with. For the 
prea T have arranged that total figures should be shown, ¢.g., ono tian relieved for seven 
eit will be shown in Form 6 as seven men. Similarly, two'men rélieved for five days 

ill be shown as ten men. 

‘Tho average dolo in column 10 of Form.7 will then be arrived at! by dividing the total 
cost of relicf -by the total adult number of persons relieved. Otherwise one man relieved for 
one 4 cannot be showa but in fractions in columns 2, 8, or 4/and.6. 

. General. —The fortaight under report calls for no special remarks. ‘The strain of 
high prices is being felt, especially by tho middlo lasses, "Tho supply of Inbour. far harvest- 
ing the rabi crop has been plentiful end the remuneration given’ in grain: @ portion of the 
‘produce ‘harvested has beon out down in places. ‘The poor-house has not.attraoted large 

' numbers, which shows ‘that private charity has not failed. Charitable Relicf Committees 

are working slowly, exeopt at. Dinaporo and Fatwa, where; 8 roturned would seem 














Statement of retatt shop prices for week ending 13th March 1897, as compared with those for wteok ending 
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+ This amount is mado up of 16 annas paid in February and 4 annas paid this wok. g 








[See section 26 (ii) of the Code.) 
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x Statement of gratuitous relief for the week ending 18th March 1897. 
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FORM No. 7. 


[See section 26 (iii) of the Code.) _ 
Fame Statement E, 


DISTRIOT PATNA, 


Abstract statement of reliof works and gratuitous relief for the fortnight ending Ivth 
March 1897, 
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T nave the honour to submit famino report for the fortnight ending 18th Merch. ‘The 
figures relate to tho period under report. with the exception of Statements 8 and 9. which ane 
for the two weeks en 6th March. 

2. Section 24 (1).—No area is affected by famine, 

8. Section 24 (2).— Crop prospects. Harvesting of rabi crops is in progress, and a full 
a or 16-anna outturn is expected. oat collections are approaching completion. 
The fortnight under report was favourable to the and there was some improvement in 
the yield, which will probably not fall short of thet of last yeur, 

4. Prices of food-grains—The subjoined Table (Appendix A) thows the prices of the 
principal food-grains for each subdivision. Prices of wheat, barley and gram have fallen, as 
now grain is coming into the market, The prico of rice has, however, risen slightly. 

5.. Importation or exportation of food-grains.—The annexed Statements 8 and 9 show 
that the figures for import and export are both even less than those of the previous 
fortnight, imports being 83,711 maunds and exports 1,206 mounds, against 9,483 and 1082 
Siaandgsfasecsvaly.”. Theat paria were chiefly sice 2,640 maunds): of this, 746 maunds were 
imported from Howrah. Rangoon rice mainly for export to Palamau. No rice was received 
from Caloutta, Sealdah and Kidderpore. One thousand and eleven maunds of gram and 
pulses were imported from the Patna and Monghyr districts. Tho chief articles exported by 
rail were wheat, paddy and rice. Threo hundred and four maunds “of paddy were exported 
to Darbhanga, and 256 maunds of rice to the Patna and Shahadad districts. Four hundred 
and eighty-eight maunds of wheat were also exported to the Patna district. 

6. Ring hundred and seventy-nine maunds of Rangoon rico were exported by road 
from Gaya to Palamau during the period under report under the stimuli of the bounty of 
8 annas on a maund sanctioned by Government. 

7. Rainfal.— There was a fall of +02 inch at Jahanabad on the 11th instant and -05 at 
Aurangabad on the 10th, 

8. Petite duaith—Oantinuee good. RS ae 
9. ‘There was no noticeable emigration or immigration of famished people. 

10. Condition of cattle is good. ing 

11, Section 24 (8).— Relief works. —Nil. (a | 
© 12, Seotion 24 (4).—The covk-house at Kusa continues to suppl with food daily an 
average number of 144 travellers, the quautity of grain consume: boing rico 62 maunds, 
pulses 16 maunds, salt 2 maunds, and vegetables 4 maunds, 

13. An average number of 98 and 42 travellers were res} ectively fod daily at 
Aurangabad ond Madanpore kitchens at an average daily oost of Re. 6 in the former and 
Rs, 2 in the latter. 

14, Another kitchen has lately been opened at Barachatty, and now needy travellers 
eked em free with cooked food at suitable places throughout the Grand Trunk Road in 

is district. 

15. During the fortnight subordinate Charitable Relief Committees, in accordance with 
the scheme referred to in my last report, have been organised. in many of the thanas and 
outposts, and the remainder will be or; before the close of the month when Gaya will 
have as fect a system for charitable relief throughout the mufassal as it is sible to 
frame without paid agency. In the town special arrangements have been made for houso- 
to-house enquiry by members of the Central Committeo or Sub-Committees formed in the 
towns, and it seems impossible any person in actual want can now remain unknown and 
unrelieved either in town or country, 

16. The Marwaries of Gaya town continue to spend Rs 5 day on distribution of 
ooked food and uncooked grains to the poor and needy, 

17. Section 24 (5 to 7).—Nil. 

18, Beotion 24 (8).—No loan under the Agrioulturists’ Loans Act was given during the 
period under roport. Rupees 15,650 were advanced under the Land Tmprovenant Lente 
Act, the total amount advanced up to date during the current year being Rs. 9,038 under 
the former and Rs. 96,100 under the ‘latter Act. The emount advanced under both Acts in 
the last your was Rs, 2,500 and Rs, 50,000 respectively, is 

19." Section 24 (9) —Financial Statements are blank. 
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* No. 98F., dated Arrah, the 17th March 1897. 
From—J. Winsor, Esq., Collector of Shahabad, t 
To—The Commissioner of the Patna Division. a 

LT wave the honour to submit rt under sections 18 and 24 of the Famine Oode 
for tho first half, of the month of 1897. ‘The figures dealt with ia this report relate 
to the wecks ending Saturday, the 6th and 13th March 1897. : 

". Section 24 (1). “Area affected, —Tho area affected. remains the samo as was given in my 
last fortnightly report. . 

In my last report I promised to give = full account of the area south of Akberpur, 
lying betwoon the river Sone and the plateau, which has beon under observation. This is a 
narrow strip of land with but little culturable land andthinly populated. In accordance with 
instructions issued by Mr. Marindin, the ‘Local Board Sub-overseer Leen a test relief work 
on the road south of Akberpur. He wont all along the course of the road, but was only 
able to get 25 labourers to come to the work, and they only worked for one day, Tho area 
of this tract is 50 squaro-miles, with a pope of 6,000. The class of people for whom 
the work is jatonded are now all ongaged in cutting ral crops, and they will find employ- 
ment on that till the month of April; then mahua picking will commence, and will last till 
May, When this is over the labouring classes will have no work, and will be in want of 
relief, I have consequently ordered the ‘Subdivisional Officer of Sasaram to close this work 
in the moantimo, and to re-open it after two mouths. or whenever there are reasons to think 
that the tract shows any sign of distress. I. have at the same time instructed the Subdivi- 
‘ional Officer to keep a careful look out on the condition of the people, and to continue to 
notice the subject in his fortnightly ele There is no anxiety at present about this area. 

‘Phe arrangemeny of Charges and Circles in the affected area, as previously reported, 
remains unaltered. ‘The three Charges of Ramgarhchund and Cheinpur, and Bhabhua are 
fully manned and are subdivided into 17 Circles, but hitherto the plateau has been managed 

the head-constable of the Adhoura outpost. It, however, appeared that the condition of 
Bo plateau required a more organized system of relief than that of distribution by the police, 
tad T have arcordingly appointed Ram Dhysn Tal, Tahsildar of tho Banskati mahal, who 
has knowledge of this plateau, to be the Circle officer. He will join shortly and take up 
the work. I have asked the Subdivisional Officer to watch ve carefully the relief operations 
here, so that more Circle officers may be sent, if necessary. ‘There is no stock of grains on 
the plateau, and the circumstances there require that large quantities should be imported at 
ono time, I have separately addressed you on this subject, ‘The Subdivisional Otticer, who 
has visited this tract during the last fortnight, reports that the condition of the people there 
is not at all good. ‘The villages are small with but little cultivation, principally dian, which 
was atotal failure. The radi there is fair ~a 10-anna crop on the land which was sown, 
which was, however, only a small portion of the culturable area. The people of this tract 
depend on fruit, &9., in ordinary years, to cke out their supply of grain food, but this year, 
owing to the failure of rice crop, fruits are now forming their staple food. As regards 
the Kobtas plutoau, it is not anticipated that reliof will be required till May, but I have 
asked Mz, Stephenson to look into the condition of the people there, and have requested 
the Subdivisional Officer of Sasaram to render every assistance he can. 
2. The general condition of the people in ‘other parts of the affected area, besides 
‘Adhoura, is much the sumo as reported previously. ‘The general health of this area is good, 
but cases of small-pox are reported from Remgarh and Chand in Bhabhua Subdivision, and 
from Ohineri in Sasaram. Fever is reported from Adhoura. 
“Rabi outting is going on throughout the district, and it provides work for a groat number 
of men, In Bhabhua Subdivision it is nearly finished, and this partially accounts for the 
reater number of labourers on relief works. ‘The poppy is almost everywhere good, and 
is estimated by the Subdivisional Otticer of Bhabhua at 12 to 14 annas. ‘The outturn of rabi 
is estimated in this Subdivision by the Charge Superintendents at 2 tu 4 armas in the south, 
where caterpillars have done great damage, an from 8 to 10 annas in the north, the 
‘area under rabi is less this year than usual, and the outturn is estimated over the whole area 
at about 6 or 7 annas. Subdivisional Officer, Bhabhua, has supplied me with full 
notes on this subject, and from what I saw myself in my tour last week, Iam of opinion 
that the abovo estimare is approximately correct. ‘The oon ition of the standing crop-in the 
Sadar Subdivision is reported favourable, and the outturn is estimated at 12 annas. The 
‘area sown this year is evidently greater than last year. irrigation and rainfall have 
done much good to the crops. The k/esari crop was very much damaged by caterpillars in 
all parts of this Subdivion, especially in the jurisdiction of Pero. 

Tn Buxar subdivision’ the outturn of the rabi crops is good, varying from 6 to 16 annas, 
and the average outturn is estimated by the Subdivisional Officer at 11 annas. South of 
the railway line the crops were aided by canal irrigation, but in spite of this the outturn 
there was not 60 good as in the diara lands north of the line. 

‘The Subdivisional Oticer of Sasaram has not submitted any report on this point, but 
from the reports whioh I have received from tho police, it appears that the outturn is 10 annas 
‘on the whole, ‘Tho crop hore was affected, partly by Inte rainfall and partly by caterpi 
‘Tho short review af the quttumn of the rabi crops shews that these crops have added largely 
to the food-stock of the district. In respeot of tho affected area, this is only @ considerable 
factor in the Ramgath Charge, and acoounts for the relatively smaller number of people on 

‘tous relief there than in’ the other two charges. South of the Grand ‘Trunk Road 

was but little raaé grown, and tho outturn he Aslight temporary relief has been 
afforded by the cutting of what crop there was, but the stock of harvest was not sufficieat 
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of affected area grain is oh aed contractors at 9 seers to 

‘places, but inthe Bhabhua Uharge rice is purchased from looal | 
Banias at 8 to 84 seers, Tho Subdivisional Officer has now arranged with two contractors » 
jointly, Babu Makund Sahu and Babu Keni Rem, tie pha Charge at 9 seers. 
Mhey will import rice straight from Burma, In all probability they will beable , 
to rice at this xate, as the Caloutta rate will not vary much, and the stock: 


are ample. ‘ 
has been no rain during'the fortnight, but at the beginning of last weelt it looked 
very threatening, but the clouds luckily passed off without rain, which woul have damaged 
the crops ly. Prices of food-grains have been practically stationary during the fort- 
‘ight under 2 ’ 
Bos is always a stream of travellers up and down the Grand Trunk Road, and this 
‘hero has been some increase owing to the scarcity up-country. ‘There has been a very 
ls rede of men from the Bhabhua Subdivision to the east in search of work. Kvery 
year this emigration takes place, but it has doubtless been intensified this year by the 
approach of distress. It may also be noted that in ordinary years very little attention is 
paid to this matter, while this yoar the subject bas been foraibly impressed upon our notice, 
‘and it is found that the number of women and children left by their husbands md_ fathers 
is very lnrgo indeod. It isalmost impossible to obtain figares, nor could much reliance be 
ood upon what figures were given. te remains to be seen whether these men will return 
ome W. the radi harvest is over, If they do, the difficult problem of finding work for 
all the women and children, whi carry but not dig, will be more easily soluble. In 
Babar outpost in the Sadar Subdivision, about 159 men are reported to have gone to Eastern 
Bengal in search of employment, Some needy persous have come from Ballin and Azam- 
h districts to the Dumraon thana jurisdiction, and find employment in the rabi harvest. 

on this is over they will return to their respective districts. 

‘The condition of the cattle on the plains in Bhabhua Subdivision is getting worse. 
Fodder is short, aud there is very little straw from the rai. Th ter-supply is aiso run- 
ning out, and there is complaint of scarcity of water. The Subdi mal Officer of Bhabhua 
has been asked to “fess oie nto epoations under the rlsed uly of the Land Ta 
provement Act, Brom othor parts of the district this complaint is not hoard. 

3. ‘The four relief works, as noted in my last zeport, are still in progress, and two new 
ones, viz., Hata-Karumnasa road and the Adhoura tank, have been opened during the fortnight 
under report. The number of malo units employed on the relief works during tho second week 
‘was 14,352, and in the first week 8,144, while those on daily wages, irrerpestive of task, was 


1,107 in the second and 679 in the first. The number of labourers ree bes on the last day 


of the period was, mon 1,418, women 1,503 and children 873, or 3,794 inall. During my tour 
in Bhabhua last week, I inspected three of the relief works. ‘The condition of the labourers was 
Feet and I heard no complaints. ‘he tasks fixed and the rates of mage pe were correct. 
0 proportion of persons employed on daily wages, irrespoctive of task, decreased on the 
whole, and all dependents receive gratuitous relief in their villages, except small children, who 
are brought to the works as being too young to beleft.at home, It is not necessary, at any 
rato at present, to establish kitchens for the children. It is not necessary to comment on the 
esin Form 7, The outturn of work and earnings may be called satisfactory. ‘Ihe 
istrict Engineer has prepared a complete programme of relief works in progross and 
in project, copy of which is annexed. The Hata-Dhanouti road will be started at once ; 
thin wall give six road works in progress, as well as tanks. ‘The Adhoura tank is not under 
the District Engineer. 

The Sabar tank is in progress. It employed about 300 to 400 labourers during the 
period, The cost will be paid by the Sabar ward, and I am applying for a loan to be sane- 
tioned under the relaxed rules of the Land Improvement Act. ‘The tank at Bhabhua is being 
oy, Babu Makund Sahu at his own expense. There ara about 140 people working 
on 


‘There are three other tanks in the Bhabhua Subdivision, for the excavation of which loans 
have been taken, but no information has been furnished about them. Tho great difficulty on 
relief work is the preponderance of womon over men, which moans that a large number of 
women have to be taken on gratuitous relief, because there are no diggers for them to carry for 
on the works. If this difficulty is not removed by the return of men who have emigrated, 

i sr ha of women over men can be 

en a the Moghalsara- Gaye Railway 

‘women. ildren were during the week ending 6th March, and 6,029 

the week ending 13t March. basi . sya bg 

- Poor-houses and fitchens.—Tho poor-houses at Bhabhua, Sasaram and Arrah, and 

Kitchens at q creic tnesated Mohscin ‘and Durgaoti, continue distributing cooked food to, 
travellers and persons. tho poor-houses, residence is required, ‘Travellers are not 
allowed to xemain at the kitchens on tho Grand Trunk Road, unless they ure physically 
to proceed, when they rest till they are sufficiently restored to continue their journey. 
lee persons relieved during the period are given in form No. 6 appended 


h at Arrah opened on tite Ist instant. Very few 
itis. gxpeted that fue aietys: Wall increase in the course of the next 
p : ‘artizans, &o., but the Subdivisional 
7 ney ee ‘cotton and grass for string, to be 















AD eae ee Bes doley cour outing gaat to this 
report, it, would 'a the average num! ving ritous relief fs 
the fortnight was TO,521 inthe first week and 13,039 in tho second, ‘increase ey 
due to the finishing of the ra%é outing, and partly to further Lae PT ae 

in the Bi h Chargo, where the number has increased. from 800 to 2,000, Charge 
Superintendents aro still busy checking the lists of the Circle officers. This may in some 

‘degroe reduce the number, but on the other hand. other cases will be discovered by further 

enquiries, and distress generally will become more widely felt, sa that I cannot but anticipate 

that the number on gratuitous relief will continue to rise. 

7. There were 866 applications received in Bhabhua for agricultural loans, and 162 
under the relaxed rules of the Land. Improvement Act, which have been given to Circle 
officers for enquiry. Rupeds 250 ave been advanced in this Subdivision under tho now rules, 
Bupees 5,000 sanotioncd under the new rules have been allotted entirely to Bhabhua., A 
sum of Rs. 284 has been advanced in Sasaram under the Agriculturists Loans Act. The 
figures for money-orders called for in your Circular No. 8 of tho 9th January 1897 are not 
completely received, but I hope I shall be able to give this from the next month. 

The prescribed Returns are aunexed, 


No. 84, dated Arrah, the 15th March 1897. 


From—J. Frc Hos Dallactes of Macs a ri 

To—The Honorary Secretary, Beng vineial Hxeoutive Oommittee, Indian 

amine Charitable ‘Relief Fund, Calcutta. ~y 

I nave the honour to submit the fortnightly report for the period ending with the 15th 
instant, as required by your Circular No. 6, dated the 8rd March 1897. On roceipt of your 
Circular No. 1, dated 29th January 1897, a meeting was held on the 16th ultimo,and a Local 
Committeo was formed at Arrah, and Resolutions for forming Local Committees in each of the 
subdivisions of the district, viz., Buxar, Bhabhua, and Sasaram, and authorizing each Local 
Committee thus to be formed to divide the extent of its area into sub-committees for 
Municipal, and into Circles for rural areas, were passed. A Municipality is to constitute 
a Cirle | by itself ; other Circles are to consist of 10 villnges each generally. In the Bhabhua 
Subdivision a Local Committee and Circles have been formed, and in other Subdivisions the 
Subdivisional Officers have been asked by the District Magistrate to organize Local Committoos 
and Circles, but no reports have been yet received of their doings. A strong Sub-committoo 
has been formed at Arrah, working in subordination to the Arrah Looal Committee under the 
presidency of Mr. F, H. Harding, the Judge of tho district. Tho Arrah Local Committee, 
owing to a paucity of educated persons in the interior of the district, find it difficult to get a 
sufficient number of suitable persons to put in charge of circles to obtain necessary informa- 
tion about deserving cases in the rural areas, 

‘Local Committees have been ‘constituted as the proper agencies for collecting subsorip, 
tions. Collecting books, with letters, have been issued to the leading residents of the district, 
and a Circular letter es er care has been issued. 

Up to date Rs. 2,758 have been collected and paid in the Sadar Treasury, and more 
subseriptions are expected by and by. 

A Resolution has been passed that members in of Circles will make their own 
enquiries into cases of relief, They may utilize the services of local zamindars, respectable 
persons and panchayats in getting lists, but they should enquire into onsos themsolves, or 
throngh agents, before recommending them for relief, 

r framing their lists, town sub-committees or members in charge of rural Circles are 
required to report to the Local Committes to which they aro subordinato, asking for a grant. 
‘The Local Committee, after considering their requirements on the basis of the sforesaid 
reports, will apply to the Arcuh Hxeoutive Committee (which is the same body as the Arrah 
‘Local Committee) for a rs which, in its: turn, will, after duly considering the various. 
applications, make such allotytents from time to time as their funds permit. ‘The allotments 
thus made will be distribut np | the various Local Committees, which will be distributed 
among its Sub-committees and working members in rural Circles, who will disponso tho rolief 
mS the porsons set sat os The | shee of eatin detec is Y help. 

¢ destitute persons 1° lo class, principally pardanashin women who have n0 
male member to support them, and are suffering ons the high prices. 

‘This form of relief comes under the third head of your Circular No. 1 above reforred to, 
and the Local Committees have not received any applications for iting relief under of 
the other heads mentioned therein. No lists have Tatsived fork the different bodes, 
but in Arrah town. it is expected that the number of applicants will como up to 500. 
‘The sanctioned allotments would, before this, have been distril to the Arrah Town Sub- 
Committee, but for the want of a cheque-book to draw money from the treasury, a copy of 
which has been rece'vad late yesterday. ; 

. Messrs; Burrows and Mylne of ‘the Behen Firm have subscribed and paid a handsome 

amount of Rs. 2,000 to be locally spent. ‘The following allotments were sanctioned by the 

/ Arrah Executive Committeo provisionally for the p Be mentioned below on the’ 16th 
any a 


he Arrah Toca Commitee a 
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Programme of Famine Reliof Works. 












































. 4 
a oi. Cota eo 7 
2 i 
Fg 
3 
Prable date on ae 
Name of roads. wi i i Remanns, 
jame Veeay as Es RES. 
H ‘ 
gee 
48 
gs 
pra 
1 2 3 4 
1. Hota-Durgawti Road... | Ready 1,698 | Work in progress. 
2 Bhabhua-Sabar «| Do. 1,259 Ditto. 
8. BhabhuaHata }, ..| Do. 80 Ditto. 
4, Hata-Karumnasa 4n- 40 | BDO 451 Ditto. 
5. Mohonia-Punjaraon 5, \..| Do: ws] 19500] Working trosing with 
nedi Ali, 
6, Bhobhua-Rajchat ,, ...| Do. we | BM Ditto, 
»% Tchanabad-Bhabhua >, .1,] Do, I] 666 | Sanctioned. 
8, Jehancbad-Mullapur 5, "..| Do. wa { 1,816. | In progress. 
9. Heta-Dharowli y,_...| Do. “| 95055. | Willbestarted shortiy. 
10. Ramgurh-Nooon y, ..,|22nd March 1807] 893. | Not plotted, 
IL, Bhabhua-Doshkui }, ...| Ast April » | ater | Ditto 
12, DeshkuliNoson }, «| 7th ,, _ 804 | Ditto. 
13, Bar-Souban 3a} as 625 | Ditto. 
14, Pursathua-Ramgurh }, |. {28th |, » | a16L | Ditto. 
No. 1083, 
¥ Momo. by—H. Howarps, Esq., District Engineer, 


Forwaxpep to the Oollector for information. 
These works are for the affected area only. 


Comparative Statement showing the prices'of the staple food-grains for the fortnight ending 18th 


March 1897. 


Suanasap Disraicr. 
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Suananav Disratcr. 


For the ialf-month ending 13th March 1897. 


WAGES, ro 
OF TASK. 


‘Newuer ov 
ow Date. 
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(Seo Section 26 (i) of the Code,] rd 
Stanavav Drsrricr. 
* 
Statement of gratuitous relief, Bhabhua, for-the week ending 6th March 1897, 
= a 
Nope or Persons recerving 
Name or Orncte anp neaps or ee Money ex- 
GRATUITOUS RELIEF. Mein lee TT pended: 
Men. | Women. (Children.| Total. 
2 3 4 5 6 
Rs. a. Pp. 
d) No. I— 
nage ae, Nos. Iand IL 42 89 27 158 8815 8 
Circle No. IIT see 7 14 73 262 147 5 3 3 
Ciroles Nos, IV and V 99 185 81 865 1380 7 0 
Charge No. II— 
lirele No. I 233 438 383 | 1,049 343: 1 8 
5 Ir 218/ 326 | 198 | ‘741 | 95011 8 
‘Memes iid 96] 146 56 | 298 69 3 9 
” Iv 241 367 187 786, 228 11 8 
7 Vv 282} 508 266 | 1,001 | 33014 9 
» VI .. 170 455 159 784 286 138 2 
Charge No. TII— * 
Circle No. I 242 619 470 | 1,831 442 5 1 
> TE 112] 491 411 944° | 978 1 1 
a» CHIE 207 | 443 | 229 | 879 | 31412 6M, © 
” Iv . 161 446 268 875.) 161 6 4 
a oo fi 51] 186 | 196 363 | 125 12 4 
”" wa 64) 139 52 | 255 | 96.9 4 up 
Bhabhua poor-house a 44 387 32 113 48 2 8 
Mohania ‘kitchen 28 5 4 387 13:15 11 
Jahanabad ,, 44 19 24 87 4018 1 
Durgacti 3; 58 9 9 7% | 49°10 
[a 
Total + | %417 | 4,931 | 8,055 10,4038 |8,896 8 11 



































© Statement of gratuitous relief, Bhabhua, for the week ending 13th March 1897. 


































































































Number or PERSONS RECEIVING 
¥ GRATUI1OUS RELIEF. 
w  Nawz or Ornoue ap maps oF pps | exe 
GRATUITOUS RELIEF. 7 
» 
1 2 8 4 5 6 
7 
Rs, a p, 
Char; 
Be clos Nos Nos. I and i 152 279 127 558 128 0 8 
Circle No. IIT ae 102 167 100 369 68 38 3 
aes af 175 36 | 310 | 7813 11 
v 874 221 773 209 8 6 
Charge No. er 
Circle No. 487 808 | 1,143 | 373 8 8 
‘ i 3802 179 684 | 244 8 1 
p 2 194 58 374 | 8311 9 
4 » IV 603 314 1,283 407 14 7 
? : v 696 318 | 1,097 | 3886 8 6 
‘ of NE 672 215 | 1,161 | 39418 7 
Charge No. ITI— 
ircle No. I 671 512 1,468 466 15 0 
* IL 709 846 | 1,765 | 655 10 10 
” Il 457 240 921 840 9 0 
. ” Iv 404 252 804 | 28 9 6 
” v 187 128, 362 129 5 10 
" VI 163 64 295 | lll 15 4 
k Jateau 28 40 90 30 14 6 
Bhabhua poor-house 387 33 110 4912 1 
Mohania kitchen 9 8 o7 13 2 8 
gedzerct $ n 9 2 2018 38 
. 15 16 79 ‘The amount 
not given, 
Total . {8,166 | 6,500 | 4,104 |13,770 |4,342 12 3 
Statement of gratuitous relief, Shahabad, for the week ending 6th March 1897. 
Rs. a. P. 
poor-house 383 10 5 48 229 7 
} Dohri kitohon 9 4 29 42 27 0 6 
~~ Azrah poor-house 12 8 9 29 15 6 6 
Total 54 22 48 119 6 07 
Statement of gratuitous relief, Shahabad, for the week ending 13th March 1897. 
Rs. a. Pe 
© Sasaram house 82 iW 2 45 2219 3 
Dehri kitchen ave Figures not received. 
Arrah poor-house wee wef 16 6 1 23 12231 
Total oof 48 ea 8 63 | 413 4 
Rattwax Pouice— 
Sasaram ee 4 ll 16 31 12 3 0 
Arrah . 8 38 
14 





























- FORM No. 7. 





[Seo Section 26 (iii) of tho Code.) % | 
* ; : 
FAMINE STATEMENT E. * 
BM " 
Suauanad Disrnicr. -— # { 


Absiract Statement of reliof works art gratutions relief for the half-month ending 13th Maroh 189% 
























































‘Workers paid by 

A,B, Cand D aaleets paid by task- eae 

‘ask 

Ug 4. £ . 4. 

i} & ag 3 a | ig 

‘Wasr, | 43 BS de | 

By Ee] gk | & | hy Gk 

ae A Es = “3 = 

PH <3 HA & BE i 

a. ag] 3g & 

Hi | oH geo] Et | ofa 

a hts | «of o fo 

©. ft. | ‘Be, a. p, ‘Re. a. PL Bs. A 

jek ending 6th Murch 1,857 aT o1w 276 ns og 

He ending th March | 2,905 | 4 0 110 2101 iss | o8 
FORM NO. 8. j 


[See Section 26 (x) of the Code.) 
Suananap Disraicr . 









































Statement of imports of frod-grains, in aunts, by rail during the half month ending 6 
Bist March 1897. i, 
Staioy (to. wart tm hin Rice, | Paady. | Wheat, | Bavley. | Gruman “ox tom. i 
el ae ee 
m Mae Mas, Mads. Mas. Mads. 
= : : : 8,088 
£ wo 
& 3 718 
é ‘ it 
t ss 
‘& Raghunathpor 
‘Total fy 








FORM No. 9. 
[See Section 26 (v) of the Code.) 
Suamapap Disrnior. 


Statement of exports of food-grains, in maunds, by rail during the half-month ending 
13th March 1897. 







































Station to Grom 
‘Startow mxronray, | which [Other food 
ynoxe wine wxronrx, | |W! Bisa, pant, [PMpeaina” | Tora. 














‘Suananap. Disreier, 



























































% « 
Financial Statement for the period commencing from 28th February to 13th March 
& abet seal 
ine REOETETS. EXPENDITURE, 
~ - ; 
aed i i 
* ovis, i } t i 
ronnamamran PERE] boils | 4 il 
ha & | Bek ¢ 3|% : 
s, ae z a,% : 
eile ge| |b (EEE Ee 
‘Rs. | Rs. a. P| Bea. P| Bs, a, P| Ra Rs, 4, PRs, 4, P| Re, 
233 9 3 /3,05016 0/ 17012 0 7,519 6 8 16614 0) 
=7,885 0 8 
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.* Abstract and comparative statement of imports and exports in the district of Shahabad for the 


fortnight ending 18th March 1897. 
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‘Gonm and jiles 
on _ 
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‘Total 


i 
2aiois | 204) 


1,00 
3,003 





4: Lists 
3,90,001 | 9,04;408 








5,550 |4,65,260 


4.70 809 21, 








005) 483,800 | 6,01,808 
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a... showing rates of wages paid-on relief work 


Suanapap Dissxior. 


March 1897, 


(including task-work) and task exacted for the fortnight ending 











RATES OF DALLY WAGHS AND TASKS, 
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Task, 


Wage, ‘Wage, | ‘Task. 
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! the 17a tech Igor, * 
From—A. Ean, Esq., Collector of Saran, Fe 
To—Tho Commissioner of the Patna Division. . : 

Ly continuation of my letter No, 595F.—G., dated tho 4th instant, yI, have the honour 
to submit herewith my famine report for the two weoks ending the ia ee : 

2. Sxcrion 24° (1).—Avea affected eet the period under report, and approwimate é 
estimate of the portion of the population affected.—There is no real change to report, but I shall © 
modify the map and figures of population when sending in my report for the seoond. half 
of this mouth. ‘The wholo of the Gopalgan} subdivision thocld be clo teeta 
reliof works aro now open throughout the said subdivision. 

8. Sxorton 24 (1).—Number of relief circles and of offcors in charge —The pre= 

scribed statement is appended. The Gopalgan} thana charge has been subdivided into two * 

charges under Mesers. Lang and Lister, respectively. It is proposed to split up the Sadar 

subdivision into two charges as soon as Mr. ‘Twidell arrivos from Gopa ganj after making 

over charge to Mr. Lang. ‘The number of Cirole Officers havo increased fiom 54 to 68, 

the inerease being chiefly in the Sadar subdivision, where the numbers on gratuitous relic 

wore tuo large for the existing staff to manage. 

4. Sxorton 24 Wis eneral state of fe abused tract during the half-month under 

raport —In Siwan the outting of the rabi crop has had, as expected, a very marked. effect, 

at of the relief works have already closod spontaneously. 

In the Gopalganj subdivision the alleviation produced by the cutting of the rabi crop is 
accompanied by greater distress in the lange rice areas, Had it not boon for tha good abi 
crop there would have been no acute distress, verging in parts on famine, but real famine 
throughout the subdivision. The same remarks apvly to affected tracts in the Sadar 
subdivision. ‘The difficulty to be contended with in this district in dealing with distress 
is to localise it. One village with nothing but rice is famin: tricken, while another next to 
itis holding out well owing to the large proportion of rabi. Impressed with the importance 
of localising distress, T am having statements drawn up circle by circle and village by village 
showing the areas under rice, rai and bhadoi, and as soon as theso are ready, I shall have 
thom printed and a map propared. Meantime I am constautly impressing the importance of 
the subject on local officers, 

5. Snovion 24 (2).—Orop prospects.—In Siwan a 16-anna, in Gopalganj a 12-anna, 
and in the Sadar a 10-anna radi would be a fair estimate. - In the south and west of Mirganj 
thona the crop is very good, but, to the east of the Gopalganj thana it is very poor. ‘Tho 
opium crop has suffered serioush; ora to the blight called ““murka.”  Rasar has suffered 
considerably from frost in the Chapra, Parsa and Sonpur thanas. 

* 6 Sxorion 24 (2)—Food-rtocks—Theso are ample overywhere, and are now be'ng 

largely supplemented by the rabi harvest, 

Szor1on 24 (2)—Jimportation and caportation of food-grains— 

(2) Raihoay statistics — Imports show a decline from'82,104 to 77,728 maundayand exports 
show a corresponding decline from 6,006 to 2,636 maunds. As the rali crop is now eoming 
in, imports may be expected to decrease and exports are almost certain to increase. Rice 
was ly imported from Howrah, Burdwan, Raniganj,Nirmali (in Bhagalpur), paddy 
from Howrah, Bhaptiahi (in Bhagalpur), and other food-grains from Gorakhpur, Garahara 

‘Monghyr) and Siliguri (Darjecling). Tice was chiefly exported to Basti (Gorakhpur) and 
ren and pulses to Gorakhpur, and other Kood-grains to Janakpur road, $5,870 
maunds of rics out of. a total of 67,672 maunds imported and 2,850 maunds of paddy out of 

8 total of 3,962 maunds ty iska were imported from Howrah, ‘There were no imports from 

Caloutta, Sealdah and Kidderpur. 

©) Revelganj.—Tmports decrease largely, viz., from 8,799 to 3,236 maunds. Exports 

declined from 1,359 to 439 maunds. Rice was chietly imported from Bhagal- 
a, ad other food-grains from Balin. Hxports’ were chielly to Balia end 
orakhpur. 

© Betorghad.—Lesports have declined from 8,412 to 1,674 maunds owing to the 

cutting of the rabi erop. They consisted chiefly of rice from Muzaffarpur and 
Champaran, and of paddy from Muzaffarpur. Exports appear for the first 
time; ‘but, as they refer entirely to gur and potatocs, they are of no acount. 
‘The Subdivicional Officer is being directed to take care in future that food. 
grains only are reported. Mr. Chapman, of the Sadar subdivision, continues to 
report Jarge imports from Muzaffarpur into Parsd thana, 

8. Section 24 (2).—Prices.—Tho prices of wheat, rahar and barley have gone down 
considerably, and our wages on relief works will now bo oaloulated at 12 veers in the Chapra 
subdivision and at 13 seers in the Gopalganj and Siwan subdivisions till furthor orders 
instend of at 10 seers all round, The former are the current prices of barley, and the 

ter is the current prico of maka. How long this improvement will last is ‘a matter of 
doubt, Temporary crops, such pe ny are gelling at 15 seers per rupoe ; but I do not approve 

beer undue fluctuations the crop which is the basis of the calculation is a 

‘substantial one. 


9. Brovton 24 (2).—Rainfall—Nil, 

., 10. Sxorion 24 (2).—Public asprin qnblie health for the first time is aot 
y 2 pox is reported from the Gopalganj and Sadar subdivisions, an 
sholora as broken out in the latter subdivision in ono hae 

UL, Becrion 24 (2) —Emigrotion and immigration of famished people.—There are a few 
esses of fomine-stricken immigranta from Gurakipur in the Chapra poor-houses. 

12, Suorion 24 (2) Phe condition of cattle is good save in the Gorkha outpoet, 
Where water is requis 5 intends to give out some aivanoes under the 
Tnprovement Act in this with a view to the construction of woll. f 

18. Suction 24 (3).—(e) There were 84 Civil Agency and 2 Publio Works 
Department Agency open during the week ending the 13th instant, or a toval 

























































in the 0 
thane charge, and Meerganj charge. “During 
West, Meerganj charges, I found the ‘hee signs of people trayelli 
for ‘works and: of a desire to camp near the same. ‘This was in rico areas w ie 
increasing. ’ 
* O A daily average of 921 male nnits on Civil Agonoy works and 7 on Publis Works 
Department Agenoy works were paid daily irrespective of during 
the week ending the 13th instant, “Writing on this subject Mz, Lyall rome 
as follows:— 
“The number irrespective of task cannot be decreased. In theory it is excced. 
. ingly simplo to seta task of baling so much water, but in practice ty 
impossible to se’ tho task, as tho water eomes up at constantly varying tutte. 
ant the quicksand at the hottom, so often to bo dealt with at the end af 
tank work, also renders all efforts at setting a task futile. When it is impor 
sible to measure and estimate the task accurately, it is merely @ conventionality 
to sot a task, and in my opinion it is better to see full work is exacted. as bey 
one may.” 
Toonsider thot there is much truth in what he states. Mx. Chapman does not explati 
why the numbers on this class of work aro so high in his charge. 
(¢) A daily average of 8,290 male units on Civil Ageney Works and of 870 on Publio 
Works Department Agency work were puid for task work during the wee 
ending the 13th instant. 3 
(q) Again, the number of D class people is absurdly high in Mr. Garrett's charge. I 
explainod the matter to him personally when on tour, and found that bis so. 
called D class people should be placed in B class. He now understands, ‘Ie 
classification on Mz. Green's works (Publio Works Department Agenoy) in the 
first wook was still more impossible, us all his labourers were A olass people, 
In the second week he has shown a considerable numbor under B class and 
the rest under A class, I have pointed out to him that the rules under which 
he is working have discarded A and C classes altogether, and that while the 
* mass of workers fall undor B olass, thore are a few weakly people who will cone 
under D class 
(0) The average rato of wage per male unit for task work on the average cf the two 
weeks was 1 anna 8 pies on Civil Agency and 1 anna 9 pies on Publio Works 
Department Agency works. During my recent tour I found that Mr, Garrett 
was paying female labourers too high. T passed the necessary orders. 
(7) The average rate of wage per malo unit for work done irrespeotive of task on 
the average of thetwo weeks was 1 anna8 pies on Civil Agency and 2 enue, 
8 pies on Public Werks Departmont works, With regard to the latter figure 
it is to be noted that only sevsu men obtained this wage. ‘They wero evidenty 
4 mates of gangs. ‘Tho. rate of woge per malo unit for work done inom cane, 
“of task was highest in the Gopalyanj thana charge, whore over 100. people 
wore rocciving over 2 or 8 pice each per diem. ~ The rate paid for thi» elees 
of labour was also high in Mr. Garrett's charge. Iam calling onthe Subdivi- 
sional Officer to explain, 
(9) The cost per 1,000 cubic fect was on the average of the two weeks Rs, 2-0-8 
on Uivil Agency and Rs. 3-1-10 on Pubise Works Department Agency works, 
I will ask Mr. Green, Hxecutive Engineer, Gandak Division, to explain how 
this occurred as the lead and lift are not high. In the last return he showed 
Jo annas 3 pies. I shall be in the neighbourhood of these works in afew days, 
and will find out how things stand. The cost per 1,000 cubic feet was agai 
highest in tho Siwan subdivision, I pointed out to the Subdivisional Officar 
that this was on the last occasion caused in part by the fact that he showed 
his Sunday labourers under works paid by tasks. — He states in explanation 
on this occasion that the lead and Tite were high, inasmuch as, when lately 
inspecting Mr. Garrett's charge, Ifound that 1m at lovst two cases the sub-over- 
seers entered incorrect measurement in their books—I am not sure, but that the 
rate should not by right be higher all round. ‘Tho subject is engagi my 
special atiention, and tie staff in fault will bo suitably dealt wih, It is 
nerally done by them through fear of too high a rate per 1,000 cubic foot 
Being disclosed, 
(4) The work gone per male unit*was, on the average of the two weeks, 39 oubie foot 
on ivil Agency works and 41 on Public Works Department Agenoy works. 
The work done per male unit was again lowest in Sivan, where an ave 
23 cubio feet only was done as against the district average of 39. What infer- 
quee is to be drawn depends upon whether moaguroments aro correctly made, 
The subject is engaging my attention. 
() Tho, statement required by Goverament: Circular No. 34 (Fam,), dated 10th 
February 1897, is herewith submitted with my remarks attached. 
(t) Private relief works.—Gopalgan} subdivision, Huthea Raj—'Ten works wore 
during the week ending the 13th instant, employing a daily average of 8,180 
malo units on task work and of 738 such units on work done irrespective of 
. ‘This is due to a good deal of baling out of water going on. Out of the 
ten works open, only five admit of much earth excavation, the rest having 
reached water level. More works are required, and T have passed the necessary 
orders. The wages paid per male unit aro not higher than on Civil Agoncy 
works, but they should be lower, as I found Mr. Ryan had, through a mis- 
by apprehension of orders, been paying too alle ‘The average cost per 1,000 
cubic feet, viz., Rs, 3-10-10, is ers aie igher than on Agency 
works, but no fair inference can be drawn til measurements 
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m.—The two tanks referred to in the last xepurt are in progress. 
Sadar subdivision,—Mz. Chapman furnishes no informati 
lately passed one or two applications for loans for tank-diggin 

14, Section 24 (4).—Poor-houses—(d) There were the 
poor-houses, viz., one at Siwan and the other at Chapra, ‘Tho 
and 98 respoctivoly during the week ending the 13th instant, 
unit was Ro, 0-1-5 and Ro. 0-1-2 respectively. ‘The Subdivisional 
explain why tho cost has risen from Re. 0-1-1 to Ro, 0-1. 
weeks as compared with the two previous weeks, 
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Tho average cost per adult 
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(4) The average number of persons relieved in the four Huthwa poor-housosin the last 






week under report was 352, 
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ogainst 454 in the weeks ending tho 27th ultimo. 
m let out owing to the cutting of the rabé 
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15. Sxorion 24 (5 







16. Suction 24 (6). 


figures show a slight 
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matter. “I can only presume that the num) 
average cost per adult unit is 8 pies 


spent a great deal of time in 


very grave risk of deserving 
villages in this district, 
17. Section 24 (7),—Ni 

18. Sxcrion 24 (8) Advances, 
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‘vats poor-house now contains only 28 individuals, 
—The Subdivisions Officer of Siwan only submits an i 
return showing 53 persons so employed. When 1 am satisfied : 
moans at present) that all deserving casos havo boon dotacted and’ provided Lor, 
to be partioular in ealling for theso returns, 
(@ The daily average number of mon, 
eoeipt of gratuitous relief for the week ending the 13th instant is'3,396 mon, 
and 8,582 children respectively. It is remarkable that in tho 
decrease in tho wook end'ng the 13th instant (7,590) as compared with 
those for the week ending the 6th instant (8,186), 


(2) As indicated above, 1 have had grave fault to find with Circle Officers in the Gopal- 
ganj subdivision, aud have had to procure sanction from you to the appoint- 
ment of Assistunt Charge Superintendents as a te: 
the Public Works Department has taken over a 
relieved Uharge Superintendents. During the two 


chayats, because I feel assured that unless we  enlii 
village authorities and keep a strict watch over the 


oases escaping attention in tho isolated distressed 
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of the Land Improvement Act during the iwo wocks 
under review. No sum has been disbursed in Gopal 


(@) A good many applications are pending in 
under the Land Improvement Act, 
the Gopalganj subdivision to deal wi 






jganj in the same period. 

the Gopalganj and Sadar subdivisions 
I have deputed a kanungo specially to 
ith applications under the Agriculturists’ 








Loans Act, but he has not passed any as yet, 
19. Suction 24 (9).—The prescribed statement is submitted. 





20. Sror1on 24 (10) 
21 
failed to send in the fortnightly statement 
which I herewith submit in the form 
Q) Year Femine Ciroutar No. $ 

2, 


relief works and (2) in receipt of 
Was 14,576 and 18,394 respectively. 


anv (11),—Nil. 
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[See section 26 (ii) of the Code.) 
‘Disrntor Sanay. 
Statement of gratuitous relief for the week ending 6th March 189%. i 



































—_ — “é 
Novack ov remon, pesire aaa ot 
‘Niime of cirote and heads of ouarorrove HEL1RY. Description ot | standart | Money vnine| Money 
‘grata ee —| “grin: mands, | sol grain. | expendea, | Tota 
' Men, | Women. \onitiren,| ‘Total, *cutwres 
a 2 3 | 4 8 * a | 8 fiw 
Mono} tea | Rear] Bea 


Reliet to 


under section “106 of the "Pamine 

© Qhapra subdivision 
ivan, 
Gopaignnj 


wanderers by Police 


Qiroie Inspectors under 
‘subdivision 











HL 
ass 








om 
Ext) 


3088 











s05 Bo 
330 19 4 
Si 5 

















2365 910) 0 70 
‘i011 3] 810 0 
B14) 800 

a2 





































for the weck ending 13th March 1897, 


































































Ho] ee) ee] ee) cea 
ee 

8,083 8,685 4103 | 15,770 L122) 4 
soo | tase aoa rare 




















an7un| 0 90 
un7is 3] 910 0 
dee 77] 200 

sae 





























Tan receipt of gratui- 
‘tous relief, 


‘Namber of adult unit 














































FORM No, 8. 
‘ [See Section 26 (v) of the Code.) 
: DisrnicrSanan. 
Statement of imports of food-grains, ih maunds, by rail during the week ending the 6th March 
3 # 1897. 
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[See ud .26(r) of the Coto.) 
Disrnrer Saran, 


Sain inp fenicgrsin, in maunis, by rail, during the wock ending the 18th 
March 1897. 
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Stutement of imports of food-grains, in maunds, by river, during th 
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¢ Surrex Guar, 
Statement of imports of food-grains, in maunds, by rail, during the week ending Friday the 
18th March 1897, 
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FORM No. 9, 
[See Section 26 (y) of the Code.] 
Disreicr Saray. 
Statement of exports Y food-grains, in maunds, by rail, during the week ending ‘the 6th 
March 1897. 
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Surree Guar. 
Statement of exports of food-grains, in maunds, by river during 
the 18th March 1897, 
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District Saran. 
[See Section 24 (9) of the Famine Code.) 
Financial Statement for the fortnight ending the 18th March 1897. 
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Batement showing raice of wages paid on relief works (including test works) and tasks evacted. 
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RATES OF DAILY WAGES AND TASKS, 
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Dasrricr Saran, 
{Seo Section 24 (8), Bengal Famino Code] 
+ Statement of advances made during the fortnight ending the March 1897. 
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For the haif-month ending 11th March 1897, 
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NUMBER OF PERZONS BUPLOYED ON TASK-WORK. 
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Statement of gratuitous relief for the week ehding 11th 
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FORM No. 7, 
[See Sbetion 26°Gii)‘of the’ Code. 
FAMINE STATEMENT E. 
Disrarer Saran, 


Altre Slateniont’ of réllef' works’ ait Gratiot relish fom the nalfnionth ending’ 1218 Mares’ 
1897, 
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Baurw Briar Boss, 
Manager, Raj Hata 


. v; £4 i ji 
No. TALR., dated Motihari, the 17th March 1897, 

From—D. J, Macrurnson, Bsa , Collector of Champaran, e 

To—The ioner of the Patna Division. Ee 

I nave the honour: to submit my report under seotion 24 of the Famine Code for the 

first fortnight of March 1897. ‘Tho figures dealt, with relato to tho weeks ending on 
Saturday, the 6th and 18th of the month. oy fp will not, I fear, reach you to-morrow, 
tho due dato, as figures for balf tho works under the Public Works officers ware not received 
until afternoon to-day, and this has ia the compilation of the mass of figures required ~ 
for Forms 5 to 7 until after my report should have been ready. An attempt was made to 


compile them from the daily post-cards, but these were found to be far from complete, 
2. His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal visited the district at the beginning 
of the fortnight under report, and went as far as Ramnagar and Shikarpur, the most 
distressed portions of the country. Ho inspected some of the relief works in progress, and 
we the poor-house at Ramnagar and the large private kitchen at Bettiah carried on by 
10 Raj, 


8. Section 24 (L) (a): Area affected,--There is no change to report in this respect since 
the close of last fortnight, when I reported the aren at present in distress to be 1,805 square 
miles, with a population of 1,110,000. 4 

4. Section 2) (2) (2) : Relief cireles,—Thero is nothing fresh to report in regard to these, 

indigo-planters who have been honorary circles officers have been busy with their 
sowings during the fortnight, and for the most part unable in consequence to test gratuitous 
relief lists in the villages themselves. 

5. Section 24 (2) (a): General state of the affected tracts, orop prospects, and rainfall. — 
‘The weather was somewhat disturbed on the evening of the 10th instant, but the only rainfall 
recorded at the registering stations was two cents at Bagaha, ‘There was about a tenth of an 
inch in a limited area a sera ase east of Motihari, which had trocealet destroyi 
the first sowing of indigo there. Some rabi crops, especially peas, are being harvested, but 
only toa Timited extent as yet. In only one or two af this resulted f a reduction in 
the number of relief workers, and indeed there has been, on the whole, a considerable incrense 
during the fortnight, which was {to be expected until harvesting operations became general. 
In the rice tracts the numbers on relicf are more likely to go on increasing steadily than to 
suffor any temporary diminution through the harvesting of the rabi crops, 

6. Section 2h °2) (i) : Food-slooks and traffic in food-grains —Forms 8 and 9 annexed 
to this report show that during the fortnight ending on the 1th March, 18,390 maunds of 
food-grain were imported by rail and 887 exported, against 14,400 and 785 maunds respect- 
ively during the preceding fortnight. Of the imports, 10,240 maunds of rice to Bettiah and 
8,840 maunds of paddy to Jiodhara were from Howrah, 

2. Au abstract statement, as proscribed by you, is annexed Sorin pers and exports 
by rail from the 1st October to the end of the period under a alle ‘he figures for the 

ceding year cannot be given, as none have been got for November and December 1895, and 
Hove for other months are month #4 month, aud not fortnight by fortnight. ‘The total 
import of food-grains by rail since Ast October has been 65445 maunds, and the export 
54,877 maunds. é 

8. A considerable quantity of food:grain is being imported from Nepal. During the 
first fortnight of March, 15,84] maunds were registered, and no doubt much more has been 

Jht in that has eseaped registration, 

. Section 24 (2) (0): Prices.—I annex a statoment showing how the prices of the 
principal food-grains at Motihari and Bettiah have stood at the beginning, middle and end 
of the fortnight under report, and the avorage price of late years at this season is also given 
in it. The price of common rice bas risen at both places half 9 seer, and is now 84 seers 
per rupee at Motihari and 9 seers at Betti Burma rice is selling at Motihari at half a 
seer ape hen mney Maize has risen from 10 seers 1 chitak to 94 
seers at Motihari, but fallen from 10 seers to 10} seers at Bettiah. Rabi grain has on. the 
whole fallen in ie Lhave not received any statement of the prices at Ramnagar, no doubt 
boowuse all Mr. Still’s office staff are down with fever. At Bi the price of common rice 
is 8 seors and of maize 94 seers per rupeo, which is dearer than a irae 

10. Section 24 (2) (d): Emigration and inmigration of famiahed people.—It is 
that the immigration of destitute people from tho North- Proyinoes into the Bettiah 
subdivision has now slackenod. 

Tl. Section 24 (2) (¢) : Condition of cattle—The cattle aro, on tho whole, not much 
‘worse, so far, than in ordinary years; but they have to auffer from of water. 

12. Section #4 (2) (f): io health—The dei of the district for the month of 
February was 226 per mille, against an average of 2-41 during the last five years. ‘The 
average for the last ten yonrs was 1°62, but the registration of vital statistics was on an 
improved basis about five years ago, and it is manifest that it was very imperfect that. 
Jn thanas Gobindganj, Bettiah, Madhuban and Motihari the death-rate of Fol has 
been higher than during the past five years, but in every case it is considerably under an 
annual Svante elma As usual, the figures will be reviewed in ter detail in tho 
report to be submitted at the close of this month. Some deterioration in py is gonerally 
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13. ‘Tho Subjoined statomont shows tho result of observations on prisoners admitted 












































into the Motihari Jail during the fortnight a3 compared with the correspond i 
is0o. ‘The statement shows a continued off-in physique as peat with ab year: 
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14. Section 24 (2) (9) : Crime.—I have received as yet no statistics of crime during the 
fortnight under review, nor any information as to cases of incendiarism, such as were 
referred to in my last report. 

15, Section 24 (3) (a) : Government relief works.—Statements D (Form 6) and H (Form 
7) annexed to this report give particulars of works ee during the weeks ending on the 
6th and 13th March, ‘There were 78 works (reckoning different of a road as 
rato works) open at the oloso of the fortnight as compared with 66 at its hoginning, the ta. 
crease being due for the most part to new major works started by Public Works Depart- 
mont agonoy. Under tho latter agoncy thore wore 18 works reckoning as above, “and 

aunder Civil agency 60 works. ‘The progress made hy the Public Works Department. in 
undertaking works is still slow. O£ the works open 50 were tanks, 19 roads, 3 embankments 
and 6 08, 

TA” "Tho:subjoined. statement shows the Principal gues regarding. porsons on seit 

during the fortnight under review as compared with the preceding fortnight.» 
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17, If tho figures. in this statement. are to-be believed, there has been a lar, © incres 

"fu themumbers on roliof both, those on relist works and thoso in recent of Sores 
relief, But there are grave reasons for doubting the correctness of the figures reported from 
two of the charges, South Bettiah and Bagaha, _ These two charges alone show an increase 
in the numbers on relief works toring Fhedoxtnighty of 18,414 and 13,094 male units, that is 
26,508 male units between them, total increase for the whole district, shown in the 
statement given above, is 23,707 male units, so that, excluding these two charges, there has 
really 4 reduction of 2,801 male units, Now it will be observed that in the week 
ending on 27th February there was a decrease of 9,545 malo units shown as on relief works 
8 com| with the woek on: on the 20th February, and I find that the whole of this is 
‘counted for by aa inexplicable decrease of 9,957 male units in the figures for Bagaha alone. 
‘The figures for this charge for the last four weeks are— 





Male units, 
Wook ending 20th February .., w= 18,828 
ny 2th, eee ae 8,872 
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» » th y ee ii we 16,465 
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It seams certain, therefore, that about 10,000 persons on reliof works werd omitted from, 
{) the, returns for this chagge ‘for the week ending on tho 27th February, the South 
Boffiah charge shows an doubling of figures during the fortnight, namely, from 12,936 
malo units for the week ending 27th February to 25,650 for the week ending 13th March, 
This can hardly have nid occurred, more ually as the tract is a rabi producing one, 
© All these discrepancies would have been more discovered had there been columns in 
Form 5 (Statement D) for showing against each charge the total numbers employed on task. 
work, and I take the opportunity of wing strongly that the form be revised, as it onal, 
can be, to provide for this, As it is, I had personally to make the most laborious ealoulation, 
to get at the figures I havo quoted. ’ Under all the ciroumstances I am sveptical therefore of 
there having been any substantial increase in the numbers on relief works during the tone 
gnight, and I think it probable thet the number employed on task-work is more likely about 
85,000 than 92,654, An actual decroaso was not to have heen expected, as, although omergit 
crops are being cut in places, harvesting operations are not usually general in Champaran unti] 
much later than elsewhere in Bihar, just as the sowings are later; and in the rioe-produon 
tracts the numbers ehould stondily incrense. Now, however, that in many parts of the 
district numbers of those on relief works should be seeking employment in hurvesting 
crops, I have issued orders enforcing greater stringency in exacting the full task and in 
turing off the works all who seem content to earn the penal wage without making proper 
efforts to do a task: those will certainly prefer staying away altogother to going to ¢ paw. 
house. 

18, The doubt which oxists as to the correctness of the figures reported vitiatos tho 
averages of the outturn of work on Civil agency works shown in Form 7 and iu the stato. 
ment given in paragraph 16; the result is, no doubt, really better than there appears, Such 
as they are, however, the figures show an outturn on Civil ggency works during the fortnight 
of a little less than 24 cubic feet per male unit as against 24 cubio feet during the Preceding 
fortnight, and a cost per 1,000-cubic feet of Rs. 3-14-10 against Rs. 8-15. But no loss thes 
46 out of the 60 Civil agenoy works are tanks with long leads and lifts, ‘The trained 
Professional agency omployed on works under the Public Works Department is now showing 
Q marked improvement, the outtura per male unit during the fortnight having been neatly 
29 oubio foct and the cost per 1,000 oubic foot Rs. 8-5-2, against 19} cubio feet and Re 4-5 
in the preceding fortnight. But as many as 14 out of the 18 works under Publio Works 
Department agency were roads and an embankment with much shorter leads and lifts 
than tanks. 





19. Section 24 (8) : (0) Private relief works, ~The only private relief works for which 
returns have been received are two tanks being excavated at the cost of the Tetaria Indigo 
Concern, and bne, nearly completed, at the cost of the Bettiah Raj. For the former returns 
have been reooived only for the week ending Gth March, during which a daily average of 
444 mon, 83 women and 91 children, total 618 persons, were employed. ‘Theso two tanks cost, 
respectively, Re. 3-5 and Rs, 4-2-8 1,000 cubic feet. On the Bettiah Raj tank an average 
of only 66 men, 27 women and 3 chi » total 96 persons, were employer throughout the 
fortnight, and the cost per 1,000 cubio foct was Rs. 2- -7. These are believed to be tho only 
works specially undertaken to afford relief that are being carried out by private agency at 
present. ‘They have been conducted on the piece-work system, 

20. Section 24 (8): Poorshouses—At the close of last fortnight the only poor-houses 
open were those at Motihari and Ramnagar. During the second week of the Tordnight now 
under review, poor-houses were open also at Bettiah and at Makhwa. The former has taken 
the place of a largo private kitchen carried on by the Raj. I subjoin a statement showing 
the number relieved at these poor-houses and the cost incurred, but no returns have beon 
received for the Ramnagar poor-house for the first week. 





























Datey Avanax NUMMER Ov ImATES, 
Daily cost 
bs ———| Gost, | por aut ‘Beware 
"unit. 
Men. | Women, | children, | ‘Total, 
r 3 2 3 4 | 5 6 7 8 
att 
‘Week ending 6th March 1807, Rear, | An 
nari poor bOUED eae rn Py 
Hommes? aitto edit fal aad (No roturn received.) ya] ote 1s 
Week ending 18th March 1897, 
© Motihari poorshouso wow “ » u ut] e@us 29, 
Mantes litte o Gf 8 18 470 2 1 {Open or two dar 
ditto = a “ “ 138 | eis 2 14 
aitte me EY is i a| @16 20 
1 i af mel aera | 




















There were four deaths in the Bettiah poor-housc—three from diarrhooa and one from 
Pay eee ‘The inmates are reported all to be wanderers from other. districts ‘and profes: 











: 
21. Section 24 (4): Employment given at homes. has Fs been found necessary to 
give special employment to weavers, artisans, &o. No detailed j formation has been reogived. 

the cotton aie out to pardanaskin women to spin into thread in return for 
gratuitous relief. In South Dhaka charge only is any progress known to have been ignade 
in this matter. 


22. | Soction 21 (6) : Gratuitous relief gicen in the shape of grain and moniy-doles-—"Threo ® 
statements in Form 6 aro annexed showing the gratuitous relief administered during eath 
‘of the two weoks covered by this report and during tho fortnight asa whole, Tho numBér 
of persons relieved was 46,886 in the first week and 56,450 in the second as against 37,416 
aGMis sige SP tha premediig Soctadght: “anor the eports rocoived it appears that the comple- 
tion of the gratuitous relief registers has been pushed on vigorously and is about finished ; 
hut it further appears that they remain to bo tested in a great amany villages, particulary ia, 
the circles of indigo planters who have been busy with their sowings. I have issued orders 
to have the lists all most carefully checked, as the number now shewn as on gratuitous relief 
is excessive, At the same time there is much doubt about tho accuracy of the returns, as 
some misapprehension appears to exist as to,how the daily number of individuals is to be 
calculated in cases in Thich the doles are not given once a week. The number of adult 
units gratuitously relieved was 37,473 in the first week and 45,422 in the second, and the 
daily dole por adult unit cost on tho average 9 pies and 9} pies recpoctively. 

28. Becton 21 (0): Kitshente— Tho wire then Lees, open in tho Hurdib charge, 
but returns have been received for them only for tho second week of the fortnight. These 
show a daily average of 139 men, 127 women and 211 children ; total 477 relieved, The 
expenditure has bean noted for only’ two of thom, and amounted to Rs. 196-11-9. ‘These figures 
are not included in the gratuitous relief Statement No. 6. 

24. Section 24 (8); Loans.—Under the Agriculturists Loans Aot, Rs, 4,871-8 was 
advanced during the fortnight to cultivating tenants, who roqnined assistance to enable 
them to till their lands and conserve and purchase seed-grain. is was done through the 
agency of Sir Williom Hudson, who has accopted responsibility for the repayment of the 
amount. A sum of Rs 1,100 has also been given out in advance for the construction of 
several irrigation cuts in the Hurdih thana, 

25. Section 24 (9); Finanoe.—I annex a statement showing the expenditure incurred 
during the fortnight under report, which amounted to Rs. 1,52,509-15-3, of which 
Rs. 1,21,372-4-8 was spent on relief works, and Rs. 81,187-11 on gratuitous relief of various 
kinds. 

26, Tho preseribed statement showing task-work enacted is annexed, 





Disreicr Cuampanan. 


Statement showing the prices of principal food-grains curing the fortnight ending 18th March 
1807, on the last day of the preceding fortnight, and the average of last five years, 
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‘NUMBER OF PERSONS EMPLOYED ON TASK-BORK. 
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{See section 26 (i) of the Code. 

‘Disratcr Onamranay. i 
Statement of graturtous relief for the week ending 6th Merch 150%. 
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Nomper or rensoxs recetvine 
Sr criatlareers ANS Beane ae GRATUITOUS RELIEF, 
GRATUITOUS RELIEF. 
Men. | Women. Children.| Total, 
i 1 2 3 4 5 6 " 
Sadar subdivision, f 
t Bs. A, v. | 
‘Motihari chargo— 
. Chapter V 863 | 1,702 | 1,103 | 3,668 275 1 9 
Section 83 119 271 436 826 265 7 2 
* Sections 12 and 166 woe! 9 18 aby 38 19 0 
Kessaria chargo— : 
Chay 129 437 247 813 489 6 9 
Section 88 mith Aes abal it eee | aachae aesbes, Seveee aeeees 
Sections 12 and 166 wes 23 62 26 101 43 810 
North Dhaka— 
Chapter Vow. 217 448 Li7 782 262 1 6 
Section 83 ve “ 13 21 40 74 2013 9 
é Sections 12 and 166 an 14 24 5 43 16 6 0 
South Dhaka— 
Chapter V oe s+ | 2.284 | 6,184 | 4,883 |12,851 | 4,472 11 8 
Section 83 oes wed 214 289 994 | 1,497 860 38 0 
Sections 12 and 166 oa 6 4 £ pS, 080 
Gobindganj charge-— 
ChapterVio os) 1424 | 2,661 | 2,574 | 6659 | 2,006 1 3 
Section 83 * ase 9 il 229 249 84 0 
_ — = | | 
Total of Sadar subdivision vv | 5,824 | 11,122 | 10,666 | 27,112 8.214 9 8 
———|—— Jt 
Bettish subdivision, 





North Bettiah char, 
Chapter a 415 690 4651 | 1,556 
Section 83 116 lly 465 698 
South Bettiah. 





























| Nanm oF omeze AND HEADS OF 
GRATUITOUS: RELIBE. 
























1 8 6" 
Sadar subdivision. 
tihari d 
# Chapter V 1,836 4,121 
Section 83 lia 398 
‘Kessaria charge— 
Chapter V 504 1,095 
fee hake change — 
Chapter 1,683 3,181 
Section 83 ferred 49 
‘South Dhaka cha 
Chapter Vs. 6,162 14,883 
Seotion 83 125 828 
Seotions 12 and-166 aides 2 
Gobindganj ot 
Chapter Nes 9,496 
i 242 
8 
‘Total of Sadar subdivision 14,277 83,°76 
Bettiah subdivision, 
North Bettiah 
Chapter qe 1,245 2,660 
Section 83 ase 698 
South patiek chargo— 
ter or 2,822 6,211 
Bection 88 : 144 
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[UMBER OF PERSONS RECEIVING 
GRATUITOUS RELIEF, 


























n.|Childron,| Total. 
= ie 
Sadar subdivision. Re a 2 

bce iret Sa 867 | 1,769) 1,270 3,896) 1,503 5 3 
ae Ay eee 82 192 388 612 369 9 2 
Sections 12 and 166 eee 4 9 5 18 18 9 0 

‘essaria chargo— ui 
sere Obese V? | 150] 516} 288] 954) 1,318 10 0 
Beotons 12 wd105 1/12) a8} as | ot) 438 10 
Dhako chay 
oe Chap ee we] 648 | 1,041] 367/ 1,956| 1,048.15 2 
vi 6} “ul 44) "el| '26 8 8 
Sections 12 and 166 7] B 2} a| 15 60 
Dhake charge— 

Set vobayter t= 2474 | 5,673 | 5,220 | 13,367 | 9,419 101 
Section 83°. 174| "207| 779} 1/160] 544 12 6 
Sections 12 and 166... 3 2 1 6 013 0 

@obindganj ee 
Chapter 1,765 | 3,235 | 3,042| 8042 | 4,997 6 6 
Setee es 6 7| “'eso| ‘245 | "G4 4 0 
Beotion 88 *., 139 
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‘Total for Sadar subdivision | 6,088 | 12,701 | 11,602 | 30,891 | 19,802 4 6 


























Bettiah subdivision, 
North Bettiah ee 
Chay 589 967 552 2,108 1,209 10 0 
Section 83 76 79 543 698 27111 9 
Chapter V ... |. 1,546} 9873] 1,826] 6245] 3450 6 2 
Section 83 ... one. 4 5 104 113 735 3 
Bagaha charge— 
Chapter V €13 1,649 966 8,428 426 1 5 
Section 38. | is| "12 o| 'as| ea 
Section 83 ... eon 22 30 950 1,002 258 9 9 
Hurdih 
“aetiar V gs 903 | 2128| 1a07| 4498] 2619 6 8 
Sond y il 71 1,264 1,346 421 7 8 
ia S} at} 170} ea} 'a55] 68 6 8 
Botti 12 and 163.7 1 Leliuaas 2 279 
; ieee eck areal [Maen Ri dtl 
‘Total Bettiah subdivision ve] 4,104) 7,985 7,682 | 19,771 | 10,805 11 11 
_ Total Civil agensy —...| 10,102 | 20,680 | 19,284 | 60,162 | 30,108 0 6 
Total Public Works Department ...| 102| 208] 1,103/ 1408] ove 14 9 

















Gnann Torr, ...| 10,204 | 20,889 | 20,437 | 61,600 | 30,686 15 2 - 
: aa 4 








(See retin 2 Gi of ‘tho Code} 
FAMINE STATEMENT FE, 
‘Distarcr Onamraran. 








covizn statement of relief works and gratuitous relief for the half-month ending 18th Roa: 1897, 
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FORM 8. 
[Seo section 26 (r) of the Code.) 
District Ovamparay, 


Statestent of imports ef fovt-grin tn-maunde-. by vai during the haif-month ending 18th 
March 189. 

















| Btation to: ition from which Gram and | Other food- 
Bhagat berry Bice, | Paddy. 5] Wheat, | Grarand } Other food | gyal, 

















FORM 9. . 


[See soction 26 (y) of the Code.) 
Disretcr Cawraran. 
{Statement orts of food-grains in maunds by rail duriny the half-month ending 18th 
(Stat of eaports of \food-grar atch. 
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Abstract and comparative statement of imports and exports in the district of Champaran 
Sor the fortnight ending Saturday, the 18th March 1897. 

















Inrorts. Exports. 
1896-97. 1896-97. 
Naue or onary, Prom Ist October 1896. From Ist October 1896. 
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/ No. 2210R., dated Muzaffarpur, the 18th March 1897. 
From—L, Hane, Esa., Oollector of Muzaffarpur, 3 
To—The Commissioner of the Patna Division, 


I nave the honour to submit my half-monthly Teport for the first-half of March 1897. 
‘Tho fignros in tho returns are for the two weeks ending March 6th and 13th, respectively, 
2, Sxerron 24 (1) (a).—Avrea affocted.—There has been no chango undor this head gies 
ie last report. 
se Ta Raason 94 (1). @).—Number of relief oiroles and officers in chorgo—I havo imorensed. 
the number of circles in some oases where they have been found t> be too large, now that 
distress is increasing; also I have had to put in several native circle officers to carry out 
* the continual detailed enquiries, village by village, which are now necessary. ‘Those duties 
and arranging for tho distribution of the doles and the writing up of the rogisters and 
accounts, occupy the whole time of a circle officer, and it cannot be expected that the planting 
community should, as a rule, do more than supervise this work and give occasional assistance, 
Their presence at the circlo contro, and their general supervision and the assistance thoy are 
able to give in seeing that everything is done decently and in order and in proventing 
abuses are, however, very valuable, ; 

4. Thave also secured and put in two more Charge Superintendents and one Assistant 
Charge Superintendent, The former have been posted—Mr. A. MacBean to the Para 
thana charge, and Mr. A. A.C, Weatherall to the Bhutahi charge, comprising the northern 

art of the Sitamarhi thana, Mr, Wilcox, the Assistant Charge Superintendent, has been 
learning his work and giving valuable assistance at Sitamarhi. He will be posted to another 
charge directly. Final orders have been passed on my requisitions for more Charge Superin« 
tendents. 


5. Snerron 24 (2) (a).—General state of the affected tracts.—I havo paid a visit to all 
the charges of the Sitamarhi subdivision during the fortnight under report, and the condition 
of the people appears to me to be good. Both those on the works and those on gratuitous 
relief show no signs of emaciation, I do not mean to say that there are no cases of emacia- 
tion at all, but that these are few, and that the general condition does not seem to me to 
show any marked deterioration over ordinary years. ‘The health roturns also point in the 
same direction. 

6. At prosont the radi cutting is affording some relief to the people. 

a. 7. Becrios 24 (2) (b).—Crop prospects.—The rabi in the Sadar and Hojipur sub- 
divisions is very good. In itamarhi it is fair, but the area under crop is short. The harvest- 
ing of the crops has commenced in many places. 

8. Sxori0n 24 (2) (c).—Prices.—T'wo statements—(1) showing the prices at the head- 
quarters of cach subdivision, and (2) those at the head-quarters of cach theua dnd outpost 
in the mufassal—are appended. At Muzaffarpur the price of ries and rajar fell by half a 
seer, and that of gram rose by a similar amount, whilst the other orops wore stationary. In 
Hajipur there has been a fall in tho prico of whoat, gram, aud ruhar; but ree and onto sou 
Pes stationary. In Sitamarhi, however, every food-grain oxeopt wheat has risen in. prico, 
the rise in the ‘case of rahar and marua being by 14 seer. Whoat has fallen by half a seer, 

The statement of money-orders from abroad, presoribed in paragraph 4 of Uommissioner’s 
Circular No. 3 for February 1897, is appended. It shows some Rs. 30,000 more sent into - 
this district in February 1897 than in Fol 1896. 

9. Sxcriow 24 (2) (d).—Food-stocks.—Food-stocks continue to hold out, and there 
seems no sign of insufficiency. The radi harvest when gathered will add to tho present stock, 

ially in the Sadar and Hajipur subdivisions. I confoss I do not like the rise of prices in 
Sitamarhi, and should be glad to see more active importations into that subdivision, I have 
asked the Subdivisional Officer to try and induce the local merchants to import rice from 
aloutta, and I should be glad i ‘any one from Oaloutta could be induced to take up a local 
business at Sitamarhi. Possibly the Arraoan Company or another Company could be induced 
to do 80 by the Secretariat in Calcutta if the facts were made known to them. 

10. Suortow 24 (2) («).—Imports and Beports,—Tho prosoribed statements in forms 8 
and 9 fro appended. It will be seen that the total imports during the period under report 
amounted to 53,595 maunds and exports to 2,946 maunds. Tho not imports thus amounted 
ote The tl CH 

11. The following will show the quantity of rio.and paddy imported from the places 
Mentioned in paragraph 4 of your ciroular No. 15:— F 





Rice, Paddy, 
Mads. Mas. 
From Howrah we 11,670 2,661 
» Calcutta oe ae 
» Sealdah a a aes 
n Kiddorpore ee 870 


Tho imports were principally from Howrah, Raniganj, aud places in tho district of 


12. I am still not in a position to submit the comparative statemént prespribed in para. 
grest 5 of your circular No. 10 1897, a8 tho abstract statoment (third item), referred to 
erg ofthe i eee yet a forwarded to me ae bse ie eres 
k 4 ).— Rainfall.— was a slight wer ar] 
th March 1897, Maes “06, nd a low drops at Newada in tho Hajjpur sab, 
division on the 9th; otherwise there was no rainfall during the period under report. 











14. Secrion 24.,(2) Public Health.—Publio health continues exceptionally goog 
15. Section 24 (2) 1 ee and Immigration —There has been po i 
-or immigration of famished people. i Spies 
16. section 24 (2) (i), Condition of Cattle. Tho condition of the cattle y 
continues good. ‘There was a small outbreak of rinderpest in the Belsand thana of tena 
subdivision, which has however subsided. The disoaso is said to have ‘appeared also in the 
jurisdiction of the Pupri thane of that sul ion, and the Veterinary Assistant Surgeon af 
Sitamarhi has been deputed by the Subdivisional Offieer to lock after these oases. 
17. Bucrios 24 (3) (a).—Religf-orks.—The number of relief-works open at the closs 
vof the fortnight was as follows :— 


Unper Orvin Acrxcy, 
Sadar subdivision, 


Sadar and Paruthanas ae ae oy 18 
Kalrat thana oe on yes on 8 


Sitamarhi subdirision, 


Sitamarhi thana 








Belsand ” 
Shiuhar » 
Pupri ” 
Mahua thana oe par 7 
Lalgunge ,, aS) Be 4 
eek, 
Total ba 
Under Public Works Dopartment Agency eas one 8 
. 
Total works under both agencies a 62 


18, , The total number of workers on civil agency works on the last day of the fortnight 
-was 14,129, of whom 12,803 were paid by task work and 1,526 by daily wages, 

‘Tho workers on the Publio Works ment agency on the samo day numbered 7,485, 
of whom 7,169 were paid by tack and 816 by daily wage. 

The aggrgate number of labourers under both agencies on the Jast day of the period 
under report thus amounted to 19,972 paid by task work, 1,642 by daily wage, or 21GI4 i 
all. 


19. It will thus be seen that the demand for work is gradually developing, and thet 
oonsequently tho number of relief-works has risen under civil agency irom 45 on the 
27th February 1897 to 54 0n the 13th March 1897, and on Public ‘orks Department 
agency from 3 on the former date to 8 on the latter, whilst the number of workers on the 
18th March amounted to 14,129 under civil agency and 7,485 under Public Works Depart- 
ment agency, against 18,189 under the former and 2,129 under the latter on the 27th 
February 1697. ‘The total inorense from 20,318 to 21,614 is not lange, considering the 

works rip I to 


task has been reduced to Mr. Glass’ scale, ‘The increase in the number of 


tho nocessity of having some work not too far away to which applicants for gratuitous 
relief can bo sont if they are fit for work. I am of opinion that the reason the numbers 
have not more largely increased is on account of © labour afforded by the rabi 


cutting. 
26. Expenditure during the halfmonth under report on civil riey works amounted 
to Rs. 13,864-12-3 on task work, Rs. 2,064-4-8 on daily 8, OF Bs. 15,050.0-11 in all, and 
on the Department of Public Works agency to Hs. 1,818-12-6 on task work, Rs, 124-1] on 
daily wages, or Rs. 1,443-8-6 in all. ‘The gross expenditure on relief-works thus amounted 
Sate 5 (secti 

: ments in forms 5 (section 26 (i) and 7 (section 26 (iii) are appended. 

22, ‘The statement of the maximum ach minimum pa ct a Government 
ciroular No. 1J., dated 6th January 1897, is also submitted. 

"yo Now that Government has definitely ordered the introduction of Mx. Glass’ tasks and 
soale of wages, this statement may, I presume, be discontinued, only noting the change from 
‘one scale of wages to another. 

28 As regards tho task, I wish to place on record my view that it is a mistake to:reduee 
itso far as it has been reduced, I greater latitude should. be allowed to officers in 
charge of relief-works to fix the task according to the individual digger’s enpacity. I donot 
mean to sa: shat 1 would live en indefinite number of sales of Fibre cmargned 
minute subdivision or cation, but I am vory distinotly of opinion that stout, and | 
eg hal be ken fly ply or somsmbl gr of h a it = 
to give encouragement to a very troublesome class, and to greatly domoralixe the relief-work 

i 














v's task should bo fixed fairly high, and that , 
geen To cary this out on a large. work’ 
‘some greater inducement at pra ould be given’ to the mates to enforce strict 
attention to discipline, and to ssa pe labourers up to ‘their work, They would in this 
Gistriot hold. a botfer Position if they were paid monthly, and they might be eaded and 

Promotion according as the outéumn of work of thir gauge woe fr and, 
ae As it is, they are not pene dependent on the officer in charge, and he ‘has 
none of their pay in hand from which he can flue them if Necessary, 

25. Suction 24 (3) (t).—Pricale reliefeworks.—h statement showing figures for the 
Private rolief-works of tho Maharaja of Darbhanga in tho Sitamarhi’ subdivision is 

onded. 
sl 26. Sxortow 24 (4) (a).—Poor-howees.—Tho number of Poor-houses was uncha od, viz., 
5. Statistics will be found in the statement eppended hereto. Tho proposed poor honey at 
Hajipur is under construction, and will open shortly, The total number of inmates in all 
the poor-houses taken together, on the last day of tho fortnight was 321. During the 
fortnight the poor-houso at Pupri was burnt down. It has not been disooverad how ie £2 
coomred. No one was injured, j 

Br. Sucriox 24 (8) ().—Privato poor-howe —Figures for tho Darbhanga Raj poor- 
houso at Panharpur are given in a separate statement. : 7 

28. Suction 24 (8)—Organization for employment of artisans, &e-—No special arrange: 
ments have been made for the relief of artisans, &c, 

20. Suction 24 (6).—Gratuitous relie’—Grain doles are being distributed b circle 
officers. The averags number of recipients under civil agency in the second week of the 
fortnight under report was 23,922, + 

80, Section 24 (7).—Kitchons.—No publio kitchens havo yet been started. The Subs 
divisional Officer, Sitamarhi, however, is taking steps to open kitchens ut the head-quarter 
of ench cielo principally for feeding children who may show signs of being noglected by 
their parents. 

a Srerron 24(8).—Loans —Rupeos 700 were granted in the fortnight under report 
a6 loans for land improvements, and Rs, 1,468 as agricultural loans, There addressed you 
in my No. 2178R., dated the 16th March 1897, on the subject of the grant of agricultural 
Joans during 1897-98. I would most strongly urge upon Government tie great importance 
of this question. I have fugeestel that if Government do not seo their Way to’ finanes 
theso loans that it would be wiso to use some of the Charitable Fund money in this way. 
No one who has had to deal on a large scale with relief-works in India can have any doubt 
of the extreme difficulty of making adequate enquiry in the enormous number of cases in 
Which enquiry is nocessary, and the consoquent grare danger of domoralization in the giv- 
ing of donations to recoup people for famine losses, Such rele! is vor apt to degenerate 
into scramble, But T refer you to my letior for a full exprossion of np seve 

82, Sxcrion 24(9).— Financial statement.—I annex a jinancial statement so far as Ihave 
been able to complete it. 





Prices of Food-grains in the district of Muzaffarpur. 
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Statement of Gratuitous Relief for the woak ending 6th Morsh 180%. f 
* Nomper oF PERSONS RECEIVING G@nain expaxpenall 
‘Nawe ov Oixcue AND HEAD oF S  GRATUTTOUS RELIEF. . Money 
: GRATUITOUS RELTEY. - + expendad, 
ay 7 ‘* : Men. | Women.|Children.| ‘otal. | Description. | Quantity, 
1 2 8 [ 4 5 6 7 8 
a ne 4} | 
Ort Aczncy. 
<a apie (Chapter VY, | | Més. 8. ct. 
i le) os w| 978 | 2,848 |16,074 | 19,900 | Makai ..., 111 19 0 
Bow i.) 1,289 | 2,624 | 1/818 | 5,626 
‘Total ... | 2,207 | 6,372 |17,887 | 25,526 1119 0 |3,105 4 
u division, 
v : 
g rf (Chapter > 
Lhe wc {et | 189 | 87 | 287 |Common rice} 15 4 8 
f to nas by police .. a Biases 6 aes avipee 
i 9 (Chapter ¥| 
re 20 82 2 64 |Makaiaud | 425 8 
ap. \ marua. | 
‘ otal | 82 | 226 39 | 347 f 19 80 0 
eae iinet hacen pen) era tnian 
| Bidemarhi suddicison. | 
| 
“ASitamarhi charge (Uhapter V, | | 
& Fomine Code)”. 405 | 1,050 | 1,172 | 2,627 |Maruaand | 98 14 2 
BR d ypharge (Chapter | makai. 
: —e one wef 204° |s 428 | 627 | 1,064 | cress Cre ks 
6g el “(Chapter V, | | 
‘amine Gode) ... soz | 1,307 | 802 | 2,961 | Makai ...| 198 32 5 
DPy nares, | (Chapter vy | 
e) 284 | 491 | 283 | 1,058 | Marna, ma-| 128 24 6 
kai, | come | 
| | mon rice. | 
Total v.| 1,745 | 8271 | 2.784 | 7,800 | ve | 420.30 18 
i | ] | feel 
“Civil agency work, grand total ~...| 4,094 | 8,869 | 20,710 573 851 89 13 
Poxsrsrc Works Drvarracyr 
Wonns. 
y spiaencee for non-working 
il d dopendants on reliei- 
section 84 ‘ “ 
Total te Ee 
ee eae Fie Ea 
ard Civil Agency total | 4,004 8,869 | 20,710 | 33,673 551 39 13 
« a —— —$<—<—$—$ | 
both kinds of Agencies ...| 4,103 | 8,880 |20,771 | 33,754 551 89 13 
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3 AMINE Srarsment B, 
Ralot Worl ent Gratuitous Relief for the Jace 
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FORM No. 8. 
[See sootion 26 {v) of the Code.} 
Mozarvaxeur District. 
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18th March 1897. 
—$—= $$ = Dee mnt 
Station to which Gram and | Other food 
‘oapested Rice, | Paddy. | Wheat. [Orr a) Olrraing | Toh 
1 2 3 4 6 6 
17,126 3,081 452 seveee 7 26,216 
08 aot oe 
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‘Total ov} 1,18) 
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id Statement required by section £4 (0), Famine ode, for Muzaffarpur Ditrct, for the tuo ; } 
March 1897. " ‘weeks ending the 13th 
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© Curves am given to ech Agger la the prperton tty 

















nd ,, s 80 66 84 180 
8rd ” out 31 63 77 17L 
4th }, ‘ 97 61 75 163 
bth 3, Y 27 59 74 160 
6th 3, 4 28 ro) 7 160 
mh Hs 26 60 i) 161 
8th 3 4 28 61 7 166 
oth ? . 27 61 4 162 
10th 5, 1 26 68 7 166 
lth ,, ‘3 27 a) 76 162 
12th 5, ” 27 58 7 162 
wh | ” ain WY SST 59 7 163 
\ Total ai | 887) 854 1,079 2,820 





List showing the duily number of men, scomen and chitdron admitted to the Raj Relief Works of 
Parihar Vircle, Raj Darbhanga, from 28th February to 18th March 1897, 


























stent 
28th February 1897 way pag rete ts - | Sunday, 
let March, 9,785 696 219 | ‘8,650 f 
Ped ath ig te] 9784 712 214 | 3,710 
a ioe | R671 712 268 | 8,641 . 
AER eg) ag we | 2,780 nz 243 | 3,740 
PS agi ay cas ORS 680 220 | 3,652 
Bo mae Ss oe | 29488 613 1s7_| 8,933 
3 net il eee ae a seen | Sunday. 
BEN ie | 8443 628 250 | 3,381 
Wt,» oe | 8 586 189 8,198 
ee ees «| 2,259 581 119 2/009 
Bath 5 cig we] 204d 552 187 2,758 
a ee a 525 192 | 2i795 

Total a] 27,862 6,952 | 2198 | 36,502 




















Btatemwnt of the poor-hoveee opened in tho district of Musafarpur during the half-month ending the 18th 
March 1897. 
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From—R. W. Carrie, Esa., Collector of Darbhanga, a 

To—The Commissioner of the Patna Division. HOM 
I uave the honour to submit herewith my ninth helf-moni pa “for 
scodbig bpu and ah OMenelT respeaively oot bly report for tho wag 

2. (1a) I have no to report imthe area affected, though there is a tempony 
diminution in the portion of the population affected, as the rabi crops are being: harvostey, wt 
this gives much more remunerative employment’ to those ‘vho can obtain it than any} 

we oan give on famine works. The affected ares covers 2,940 square miles, and on thy rT 
aitoune aighaly heme March 91,303 persons wore on relief works, while 51,441 wore receiving tot “cs 
those fo the telegram. = as this, the Darbhanga Raj had 19,971 on relief works and 9, on 
hey * reliof. 
SeMpures arecbigos 8. (10) There are eight Charge Superintendents with five assistants under them, 
RW. C72 oircles with as many officers in charge. Some of these circles will be subdivided 
Tam able to appoint officers fo lene ne them. ‘ Wie 

4, (2a) Tho ripening of the rabi crops has oa a distinct, though tompon 
improvement in the state of the distriot, ex though Inbour is not cxplyed ee | 
would bein an ordinary year, yet alarge number beforo on our relief works have fou 
employment in gathering the crops. This has had comparatively little effect on 
relief tests, as they include very few people who can work, and of course the 
afforded is only temporary. Ido not know when our numbers will go up ‘again, by 
probably by the end of this month. 

(2b) Tthink my last estimate of the rabi nearly correct, namely, about 8 anna 4 
Madbubeni, 12 annas in the Sadar, and 16 annas in Samastipur. This of cou 
allowing for the reduced area under cultivation, and only refers to the food-crops. ‘Toba 
and opium are probably a full average crop, taking the whole district. 

5. (cand d) L have nothing to add to, provious reports on this eubject. - I see no m 
to doubt that private trade will supply allthe requirements of the district. Imports 
during tho fortnight exceeded the exports by 48,899 mannds, aguinat 26,826 maunds in th 

revious fortnight. Imports rose from 36,965 to 62,803 maunds, while ¢: ” 
70,139 to 8,904 maunds. ‘The imports of paddy are 740 maunds from i \derpors 
1,876 maunds from Howrah; of rice 4,542 maunds from Howrah. There were no i 
from Sealdah and Calcutta. 

6. (20) There was a clight fall of rain in some parts of the district on tho 13th Mund 
1897, It did not affect the crops in any way. 

7. (%) Public health continues good. ‘The death-rate for February is 18-3 pe ul 
por anoum for the district, against 23-7 last year. 

8. (2g) No emigration or immigration of famished people has been reported. 

t, (2h) Cattle are in fairly good condition. . 

0. (3a) Relief works were open in or near the affected tracts. The numbers on th 
last day of the week were: 
Oivit agency work.—Men 22,807, women 29,174, children 6,488. 
Public Works Department work,—Men 14,812, women 14,078, children 4,539. 

Detailed figures are given in Famine Statement D. It now gives most ot the partioal 
required for public works, but is not quite complete yet, as the new post-oards and print 
forms required by the Public Works Department to supply the information had to be ord 
from Calcutta. fi 
11. (84) Tho figures for Raj relief works are given in a separate statoment, Th 
numbers on the 13th were 18,716 men, 4,684 women, 1,571 children on relief works. 

12, (8c) I regret I have not yet got from any Circle Officer complete reports regard 
the number of tanks, &c., undertiken by private agency other than Raj, but I beliew 
considerably exceeds 100, and probably from 20,000 to 80,000 people work on them ds 
T hope to supply approximate figures with my next report. 

13. (5d) Wages are— 























































Faull wages. 





As. 2 
Men 19 
Women. 13 
Big children 09 
Small children 06 
Men 10 
Women 10 
Big children 0 6 
Small children 038 








Men 09 
Women 09 
Big children 08 
Bmall children 03 








14, (40) Poor-houses aro now open at Darbhanga, Madhubani, Warisnagar, Dat 
and Khajauli. Poor-houses are bemg built at Singhia, Bahera and Phulpras, but 
not yet received reports of any person being sent to them, 

15. (44) Tho number in the poor-houses on the 13th came to 79. 

16, (40) ‘Tuo scale of food distributed is that laid down by tho I'smine Oode. 
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Rope-turners 
Cotton weavers 


+ 


Basket-makers 4 men. 
Cotton-spinners Kd i * a 74 women. 
Benipati Thana. 

Cotton-spinners Mi = s+ 126 women, 
‘Rope-turners oa +. 108 persons. 


18. (a) As stated in a previous paragraph, there aro 72 Citclo Officors, who distsibute 
grain or money doles at fixed centres in their circles, giving a week’s supply at a time. I 
cannot give the correct figures, showing how much is distributed in grain and how much ix 
eash, as column 13 of Form B includes other doles besides cash Payments I will ask them 
in future to make a note showing distinétly how much has been paid in each 

19. (60) The numbers receiving gratuitous relief have fallen from 57,400 on the 6th 
March to 61,085 on the 13th March. “Chere has toon a reduction in all the charges in the 
Darbhanga and Madhubeni subdivisions, excepting Jhanjharpur (part of Mediubent 
charge). In Samastipur there has been a very slight increase. ‘The gest. decrease hag 
boon in Khajauli and Bahera, where the number of works opened has increased. The 
number of works opened is still not quite sufficient in Bahera, Phulperas, Khajauli and part 
of MadJhubani, and more will be opened. 

20. (Gc) In.ade a mistako in estimating the doles, but have not yot altered it, as I was 
making orquiries about the prices at which small quantities can be got.” I think it will be asf 
to reduce tho dole by one anna aweek for adults, i.e, from seven annas tosx annas, If 
ealculated on the basis of moka’ at 11 seers, it should be only 5 annas 8 pies per weok ; but in 
many places makai is not now selling at this rate, and probably could nowhere be 

jased in smal! quantities at this rate; of course, where doles aro given, they will be the 
Noles prescribed in section 44 of the Oode. 

21. (7) No reliof is given in kitehenr. ‘Tho Raj has somo kitchens, but T have not got 
the figures. 

22. (8) Only one loan has been given as yet for Rs. 1,000, and the borrower has given 
his immoveable property as security. ‘The seourity ‘appears tome much more than sufficient 
$o seoure Government. 

23. (9) submit tho prescribed financial statements, Ihave added a statement in 
Form No. 9, showing the civil agonoy tank worksseparately. ‘Tho Public Worke’ figures oennct 
bo compared with those of the Civil agency, as they have mostly taken up very large. tanks 
with long leads, or else works nearly complete by Civil agency, in which there wasa 
considerable lift. In Benipati and in the north-west of Darbhanga thane the works taken 
over had got into great confusion, as there was a rush of coolies from the very beginning, 
and they have never since been got into really good order. When the works were taken 
over by the Publio Works mae reap pe a great deal had to be done in the way of dressin, 
and resottling out the work. is is probably one xeason why the task increased from 188 
cubic feet per diem per male unit during the week ending 6th March to 24-9 cubic feet per 
diem per male unit in the week en 18th March. Ihave little doubt also that, on the 
whole, measurements are more accurate than on Civil agency work, though in this respect 
there has been a steady improvement since the beginning of last month, and in 
1 Believe the high rato of 461 per male unit to be very nearly correct, ‘The mbia 
reasons of this very high figure in Samastipur are the comparatively short leads, and, 
owing to the small numbers, labour hes never got out of hand. T Believe the Darl 
figures also now to be fairly accurate, and that there has been a very great improvement 
in Bonipati as regards the works retained. by the Civil agency. The works whore the 
confusion was groatost were mado over to the Public Works Department, and naturally 
adversely affect their figures, As I have mentioned above, I have not tested any of the 
Khajauli moasurements myself. In Phul I thought the measurement of one tank [ 
Visited was probably very nearly correct, I believe the Hahera and Singhia figures also to be 
very near the truth, _ 























Slatement showing pricos of principal Sood-crops for the fortnight ending 15th March 1897. 
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NUMBER OF PRESONE HMPLOTED OF TASK-WOR. 
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Statoment of gratuitous telief, Darbhanga disérict, for the week ending 6th March 1897. 
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Statement of gratuitous relief, 


WB, —Average dole per adult unit, pie pendiem. 





Darbhanga district, for the-week ending 13th March 1897, 
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18th March 1897. 


and comparative statement of imports and exports in the district of Darbhanga for the forbnight 














Drsrnror Danniaxca, 


[Under Section (24) of the Code] 
Financial statement of religf operations for the fortnight ending 18th March 1897. 











































































































and 1896, 


Statement showing the registration of deaths for the month of February 1892, 1898, 1894, 1895 
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No. 912F.G., dated 1 
From—J. A. Bourton, 


x, Bsa, Offg. Commissioner of the Division, 
Po—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Revenue Dep 

I nave the honour to forward herewith, for the information of Government, 

my half-monthly famine report under sections 13 and 24 of the Fame Cod 

period dealt with covers the two weeks ending the 20th and 27th March 

1897. ‘ 4 


PART L—INTRODUCTION, 


9. Ihavo not been away from Bankiporo during the period under report 
as I had important work at head-quarters, and there was no special noed for 
inspection. The Hon'ble Mr. Glass spent a considerable part of the past 
fortnight on tour in Darbhanga, Muzaffarpur and Champaran, and his notes 
hayo been published for tho information of those concerned, On the 28th 

Itimo, the day after the fortnight ended, | ‘His Excellency the Viceroy passed 
the day at Bankipore, and I was able to give informal explanation of seyeral 
points. 


PART IL.—DISTRICT REPORTS. 


3. Patna.—In this district everything continues Da gitaie About half 
an inch of rain fell all over the district on the 23rd-and 28th March, which has 
done no appreciable harm to the crops on the threshing floors, while it has 
greatly refreshed the standing crops, such as millets of various kinds and sugar- 
cane, and it has enabled ploughing to go on, and the preparation of seed beds 
for the early rice to be commenced. g 

4. The price of rice has risen a trifle and also that of Indian-corn as the 
stock of this edible is coming to an end, but barley, gram and rahar are gone- 
tally cheaper, and it is clear that stocks in hand are sufficient. 4 

5, There has been a slight advance in the volume of trafficin food-grains, 
and as the imports have been higher and the exports lower, the balance is now 
well in favour of the district instead of against it, ‘The figures are as follows: 
imports 57,997 maunds against 44,091 and éxports 44,348 maunds against 
58,310. . Out of the imports, 44,000 maunds were rice from Howrah and other 
places in the Burdwan vision; of the exports, 31,288 maundswere “ and 
| ral all going to the North-Western Provinces, and rice reiohed 11,068 
tmaunds. 3 

6. ‘Gratuitous relief with funds privately subscribed has been going on, 
Dut details are not given. Only. Rs. 11-12-3 have been expended’ during the 
fortnight on gratuitous relief under the Famine Code. 

7. “Figures for the poor-house at Bankipore have not been given, but Ican 
say of my own knowledge that the daily average ee was about 60, and 
that only a small proportion of these aioe to the district: about half of them 
hail from the North-Western Provinces. ‘ 

8. Guya.—Here also the situation continues satisfactory. About three-fifths 
of an inch 6f rain fell all over the district and did no harm but much good, 98 
Thave explained above in writing of Patna, Prices are stationary for rice, 
and falling for wheat and barley. The death-rate for January and February 
was the same, ic, It per mille per annum, just half what it was in 1896 at 
the same time. 3 

__ 9. The offer of a bounty on rice exported to Palamau has obviously 
stimulated the food-grain traflic, which shows a marked increase. ‘The imports 
were 11,002 maunds against 3,711 and the exports 3,152 maunds against 1,206, 
leaving a balance in ftvour of the district of 7,850 maunds against 2,500 in 

‘the previous fortnight. ‘The total rice imported amounted to 10,245 maunds, 
but none of it came from Howrah ; 1,418 maunds of Rangoon rice previously 











imported were sent on to Palamau during the fortnight; if this trade becomes 
bene, it may well be that the bala bail 1 turn De Gaya, but thut need 
cause 00 uneasiness so long as prices remain steady. 

10. | Food was distributed as before, at the kitchens on tho Grand Trunk 
road and elsewhere, to the following number of persons at each: Kusa 83, 
Madanpur 48, Aurangabad 110; figures from Bara Chatti and the private 
kitchen in Gaya supported by the Marwaris are not forthcoming; a kitchen 
has been eas by a Mohunt in the Nawada subdivision which feeds about 100 

ns a day. 
art Teed Sub-Committees for the distribution of gratuitous relicf under 
the auspices of the Indian Famine Relief Committee are preparing lists; they 
are said to bo self supporting, and as I stated in my last report this district 
will require little or no outside aid, 

12, Shahabad.—The phenomena of the previous fortnight have been 
repeated in this district during that under report, i.7., a considerable advance 
in the numbers on relief works equivalent to 74 per cent., while the increase in 
the numbers on gratuitous roliet is only 23 per cent. ‘The figures taken for 
comparison are the daily average fot the last week in each fortnight. 

13, The half inch of rain which fell on the 28rd and 28th benefited 
the district generally, Prices remain fairly steady; that of rice has risen a 
little, while rahar has come into the market. Gram is a little dearer than 
before at Sasaram and Bhabua, and a little cheaper at Arrah and Buxar. 
The general health is good, and for the Cistrict generally tho mortality isa 
good deal below normal, but in the affected area it seems to be higher, the 
rate for February being 8°39 pe mille against a mean of 2:44:—the 
Collector’s attention will be directed tothe matter. There hes been some small- 
pox, and the Civil Hospital Assistant of Bhabua was one of the victims. 
"14, Food-grain traffic haa revived again, and the volume of it has 
exceeded not only that of the fortnight ending 13th March, but that of the 

evious fortnight also. ‘The figures are: imports 26,108 maunds against 
1,507 and exports 14,908 maunds against 14,058. The balance in favour 
of the district is therefore 11,272 maunds against 3,449, The imports were 
mostly rice, and the exports wheat and “ othor food-grains.” . 

15. |“ Food-stocks,” the Collector reports; “remain as before” 3 the 
distressed area is fed almost exclusively by importation from Zamania and 
Sasaram. For the plateau of Adhua and Rhotas the Collector has proposed 
special arrangements, certain modifications in which are still under discussion: 
Thope to sanction them in a few flaye. We shall probably be able to supply 
the villages of the plateau with food without offering bounties, but the matter 
will be separately reported if the orders of Government are needed, 

16 The following statement compares the figures of relief for the past 
and the previous fortnight :— 


Sirawanan, 
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‘aking task works first, it will be seen that there was a steady rise 
employed, while the average daily outturn and cost per 1,000 
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cubic foot remained the same, In this dis widLisira poral North 

Bihar, and wuch of it is ““ medium,” voit peirelagl vip ic'teet 
is very fair ; the numbers on daily wage are not peony The D in 
the mambers on relief works is said to be due partly me @ conclusion of the 
rabi harvest, and partly to the return of emigrants; Jast cause both here 
and in Saran will ‘a yaiso the numbers considerably in the next few 
kta It is extraordinary that in Form 5 there are no D class workers 
at all, 

18. Mr. Windsor reports that the East Indian Railway authorities complain 
that they. cannot get labour for the construction of the Moghul Sarai-Gaya 

- Tine, and I have had a separate communication from the Agent to the same 
effect. It is urged that the rates given on our works are so liberal that labour 
will not go_to the East Indian Railway works, but the argument is hardly g 
fair one, The above table shows that our rate comes to Rs. 2-10-11 per 1,000 
cubic fect, while the railway offers Rs. 2 per 1,000 cubic feet for cutting, 
carrying and dressing. Our figures, however, include many payments for 
labour which is not fully remumerative. I cannot admit that we are outbidding 
the railway authorities, and the disinelination of the people to go to the 
railway work must be due to some other cause. The Collector has been 
directed to point out to the railway authorities that considering the price of 
grain, their rates do not offer a fair wage, and should be raised to Rs. 2-4. 

19. Under gratuitous relicf there is a considerable advance during the 
fortnight equivalent to 23 per cent., as has alvoady been stated above; the 
Collector is alive to the fact that as their bread-winners come back, many of 
the persons in receipt of gratuitous relief should be removed from tie list, 
The average dole is high, but I have ascertained verbally from the Collector 
that the reason is that rice at 8} scers is taken as the basis uf calculation both 
here and on the relief works; but he has now arranged to take as_his standard 
some cheaper grain, such as peas (11 seors* or gram (11{ seers . 

20. ‘The daily average number in poor-houses and kitchens was 40) for 
the first week of the fortnight and 409 for the second, Bhabua haying abott 
one-fourth of the whole. 

21. Saran,—In this district the past fortnight has been marked by steady 
progress; by a reduction of the numbers on task work, and an increase of those 
on gratuitous relief. 

22, Tho charges and circles continue the same and may now be taken as 
finally made up. The Collector requires another Charge Superintendent to fill 
a vacancy in the Sadar subdivision, and to relieve the Joint-Magistrato, 
Mr. Chapman, who has been nearly breaking down: military officer has beea 
applied for. The area affected is now said to be 1,684 square miles and tho 
population 1,484,386. 

23, The rainfall of the 22nd, 28rd and 24th March was. slighter in this 
district than it was further to the east, Sewan and Gopalganj receiving 
about half an inch each, and Chapra. less than ‘a quarter of an inch. No 
damage at all has been caused, but on the contrary the growing crops have Deen 
refreshed. 

24, Tho Collector estimates the rabi roughly at three-fourths of 0 





average crop. As Sewan is more generally a rabi coun than either of the | 


other subdivisions, the condition of its people continues to improve. > 

25. Prices are generally stationary, but, as elsewhere, the prices of rie 
and makai are rising, while those of wheat and barley are falling. The basis 
for the grain equivalent is now barley at the following rates: Sadar and 
Sewan subdivisions and Mirganj thana in Gopalganj 13 soers; Gopalge”) 
thana 12 seers, 

26 The public health remains fairly good. A slight local outbreak af 
cholera was checked by prompt treatment. 

27. Imports have risen again, Taking the figures for rail, river and road 
together wo get the following tables, as compared with those of the preeits 
One Webate 94,490 maunds and exports 6,104 maunds against 83,15 
maunds and 3,820; the balance in favour of the district is therefore 86,59 
maunds as compared with 79,301, ‘The Collector notes carofully the source £ 








lowing stat cubak-coepaces ae tia ane rincipal reli figures 
and previous fortnight: ein ioc 
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The number of Government works has fallen off by 5 owing to the closing of 

works in the Siwan subdivision, Of these, only 2 were under the Publi¢ Works 

Department, viz., two irrigation channels in Gopalganj. There has been some 

delay in the taking over of works by the Public Works Depertment, but I 

regret to say that the Exceutivo Engineer has been ill: aad two new works 
were epened at the eud of the period. 

26. The numbers on relief works lave fallen considerably owing artly: 

to the closing of, the weave as 

mentioned above, partly to the 
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Bie, | basis of calculation has lowered 
6th | 18th | 20th | 27th | the wage, and partly to the rain 

March, | March. | March | Merch! and the consequent demand for 

agricultural bai ‘The daily 
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Public Works Department 
during the Perse Peskstace 


shown inthe margin, Apparently 
distress is increas'ng inthe Sadar and declining in other two subdivisions, or 
else the effect of tho circumstances mentioned above is less in the Sadar 
subdivision than elsewhere. Relief works will be opened in the rice tracts of 
the Sadar subdivision in the course of the current month, and I Lie that 
with the retun of the male emigrants from the East there will be some 
advance in the numbers of relief workers, though 1 doubt whether it will be so 
great as Mr, Larle expects. “pene: 

30. The outturn on Government works fo always supposing that 
the measurements are correct, for Mr. Earle reports that he has had to punish 
several cases of incorrect measurements.  outturn in Civil Agency works 
is lower and the cost rate higher than on Public Works Department “Agency 


























works for the same reason as in Champaran, viz. 
tanks. The lowering of the daily wage has also reduced the cost 

round. On, the Hutwa Raj works there is an improvement in the cost 

but it is still too high, and the outturn is much below that obtained on 
Gorenuner works; the labourers were, it is believed, employed on tanks for 
the most part, & sie 

ue viene on gratuitous relief have gono steadily ™ and in the 
last week of the fortnight fey provided just 75 per cent, the whole 
number in receipt etiGovarnn nt reliof. In face of ‘the strong opinion 
expressed by the Collector in paragraph 4 of his report, which is based on 
personal experience, and the admitted fact that in Saran gratuitous relief 
must take a very high place, I hesitate to say that it is being overdone, but 
the matter doserves and will receive careful attention, 

82. As before, two Government poor-houses were open and four main- 
tained by the Hutwa Raj. In the former 108 persons were relieved daily 
duriug the last week under report, in the latter the daily average was 243; the 
Er onding figures in the last weck of the previous fortnight were 147 
and 852, ~ 

33. Champaran.—There is nothing to complain of in the condition of 
affairs in this district, and the relief of the people is being conducted steadily 
along the authorised lines, 

84, Mr. Macpherson has revised his figures of affected area and popula- 
tién. The representations contained in graphs 3 and 4 of his report are 
reasonable, and I accept his proposed figures of 2,493 square miles and 
1,554,000 souls, against 1,865 square miles and 1,110,000 souls as stated in 
previous reports, During the fortnight under review two non-officials were 
taken on as Assistant Charge Superintendents and two military officers arrived 
from the Punjab, so. that the district is now fully manned. 

35. Champaran appears to have nad heavier rain on the 22nd, 23rd and 
24th March than any other district, except Darbhanga, as 3°47 inches were 
registered at Bettiah, and the fall was very heavy over a tract between 

-Ramnagar and Gobindganj. Asthe harvest is later in this district than 
elsewhere in the !ivision, I was apprehensive of considerable damage, but 
Mr. Macpherson is able to report after careful enquiry that except a tract to 
tho north-east of the district where the rabi as the Poppy were damaged by 
hail, the rain has been everywhere most beneficial. The rain caused the 
resowing of much indigo, but has given better promise of a crop than before. 

36. Prices are practicalty stationary with a tendency to fall, which will, 
I hope, continue as the new grain of the radi harvest comes in; maize is hardly 
to be had, as is the case elsewhere. The most satisfactory feature is that 
the prico of grain is nt rising in Ramnagar, which is doubtless due to the 
facts to be noticed below. 

87. Imports have been larger and the balance in favour of the district 
greater than-in any previous period, The total imports by rail were 47,581 
maunds and the exports 286 maunds against 18,390 maunds and 327 maunds 
in the previous fortnight, so that the net imports were 47,205 maunds against 
18,003 maunds, and the total addition to the food litonea of the district in the 
month of March has been 63,598 maunds, Highty-five per cent. of the food- 
grains came from Calcutta, being all rice and paddy, probably from Burma, 
and more than four-sevenths of the total imports went to Bettiah. Nearly 
10,000 maunds of grain passed in through the registering stations in the Nepal 
frontier, besides all that may have been aaneped 4 . All these facts are ‘most 
satisiactory as showing that the local traders are alive to the wants of the 
district, and are spt lying them to the full, 

88. The death-rate is below the average for the whole district, but in 
four thanas it has been slightly higher than the mean of the last five years— 
mostly it is believed from fever. ‘The dry season has caused a much reduc 
mortality in the northern and western parts of the district. 

~ 89. There has been a considerable increase in crime, which is the only 
posspiatantcty feature in the present report: the figures are given in para- 
ph 18 of Mr. Macpherson’s report. Incendiary fires have certainly also 
numerous, though they appear to have been only partially reported by 

the police. 
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The number of works open was only increased by 2 during the fortnight: 

59 of theso wore Civil Agency works and 21 were under the Public Works 

ent. A reference to Form 7 shows that on each day of the last week 
of the fortnight there were on the average 56,895 malownits on the Civil Agency 
Works, and 13,138 on those under Public Works Department Agency, The 
Collector explains that out of the 59 first named, 47 were tanks, while’ aniong 
the 21 works under the Public Works Department, only 4 were tanks, 

41, There has been a steady fall in the number of persons on task work 
for the last three weeks, due partly to the rain which made work impossible 
for a day or two, and also attracted a good deal of labour to the resowing of 
indigo and other agricultural operations, and to a less degree to the cutting 
of the rabi, which was hardly in full swing during the fortnight under report. 
In the south Bettiah charge the fall has been very great owing to a stricter 
enforcement of rules and the closing of some works, accompanied by a transfer 
of the Charge Superintendent. Private relief works have virtually come to. an 
end, the only work open during the fortnight being a tank at Bettiah with a 
daily average of 39 male units, *. 

42, Tho general outturn has remained pretty constant, being 28 cubic feet 
in the first and 27} cubic feet in the second week. For reasons which have 
been stated before, the outturn under Public Works Department Agency in this 
district is necessarily better than that in works under Civil Agency; moreover, 
after the rain which fell in the last week tank work was rendered still more 
difficult and expensive by the collection of water in the pits. 

43, The gratuitous relief figures show a steady ileaiiea: and in the last 
week of the fortnight composed 89°4 per cent. of the whole, as against 41-69 
in the last week of the previous fortnight. In the week ending Sth January 
the ratio was only 601 per cent., so that it is clear that the circle oveanisa- 
‘tion has been greatly developed during the last two months. Mr. Macpherson 
Points out that gratuitous relief is apparently rather overdone in one or two 

s, and it will be watched. The percentage of porgons on gratuitous 
relief to the whole population of the affocted area is 3-9. e daily dole is 
‘somewhat high. 

44. Four poor-honses were open peg the fortnight with an ave 
daily attendance of 420 for tho first and 407 for the second week, Four’ 
itchane were open also with a daily average of 388 and 407 persons. 

45, Mueafarpur,—In this district the numbers on relief works and in 
re of gratuitous relief have advanced slowly. In other respects there is 

le to tt. 

48. Tho rainfall of the 23rd and 28th greatly benefited the crops: nearly 
two inches fell at Sitamarhi and nearly an inch at Muzaffarpur, the fall to the 
south of the district being much lighter. Alva, which is largely planted in this 

tri@t, was greatly benefited, as wero tho smaller millets now in the ground. 
4% The ic health was exceptionally good, tho deaths in February 
8 been 5,177 against bag in fa eta month of Bee is 
Prices are stationary : are higher in. Sitamarhi than elsewhere, 
‘out the Cal importa 





lector hopes that importations of Burma rice will soon bring down 












é 
the price. Form 8 shows L 
and paddy, were imporied, ly 14 mounds 
my last report I called for a return of imports and ¢ stat 
subdivision, but it has not yet been submitted. ; 3 
49. Imports generally were a little lower than in the previous fortnight, 
being 52,292 maunds 58,595, and the expan were about the same as 
ebofore, viz, 2,831 maunds against 2,946, so that the fet imports were 49,461 
maunds against 50,649. Of the imports, $4,151 maunds were rice and 9,042 
ly: this came mostly from Howrah and the Darbhange district, 
50, The rabi is roughly estimated at about 11 annas, and as prites are 
steady and there aro no signs of depletion of stocks and no exportation, it seems 
clear that the grain in hand, reinforced by the 7ad/ now harvested, will suffice to 
the people on till the 4/ comes in, though owing to high prices they 
must be put in the way of obtaining money to buy food. 3 
51. The usual comparative statement of relief works and gratuitous relief 
is given below:— 





















































Muzaffarpur District. 
— — = aerial 
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Tho number of works has increased from 62 to 70, four having been 

under Civil and four under Public Works Department Agency., There 
are 58 Civil Works open against 12 under the Public Works Department. 

52. There was a fall in the average number of task workers in the first 
week of the fortnight here as elsewhere, on account of the occurrence of the 
Holi festival, but with this exception the numbers have gone slowly up from 
17,272 male units for the week ending 6th March to 18,656 for that ay the 
the 27th. The average daily outtum of work is very high, but a. good doal 
higher in the Civil Agency works. than in those under the Public Works 
Department (vide Form 7). The high general outturn is due. no doubt in part 
to the extraordinarily small number of D class workers shown in the returns. 
In the week ending the 27th March, the percentage of D class male units in 
this district to the whole number of male units employed on task work was 
1:76. It has not been stated why there has been a small falling off in the 
outturn during the last week. The cost per 1,000 cubic, feet is still the lowest 
in La ag ne : 

A @ numbers on dail; irrespective of task, are not. excessively 
large anywhere, ‘but there Fis, Neal pores ea in this ect asin the 
sabe of dependents on the works as a glance at Form 6 will show. The 

lector’s attention will be drawn to these points, for which very likely there 
“are local ot aa 

riba e numbers on gratuitous relief are going steadily up, having 
reached a daily average of 25,985 in the last woek the fortnight: oS ‘explana 
perk rie received of the average of 48,230 reported for the week ,end- 
‘ebruary. 
"65. Six poor-houses were open during the period under review. ‘The 
average daily number of inmates was 345.and 278 in the two wecks, which is 
about the same as before. 4 me seca 


Teport | 
LF ders lipdtar Spake rabnegiedtgs) 
ho numbers on works and in the reeei 
ihe saat 2d and 2th Mah ar 
bhenga than in most other ts, totalling over 2 inches in the Sadar station 
and the north of the district. The mean of 22 registering stations, omitting 
two, the reports from which are obviously wrong, is 1-67 inches. This has-done 
immense good . the growing crops, and ‘has enabled the cultivation of the fields 
to be continues 

59. The radi is now nearly all in, and. the Collector adheres to his osti- 
mate of about three-fourths of Sn average crop all over the district, whereas 
the Director of Land Records estimates 144 annas, 

60. ‘hereis very little variation in prices: rice isdearer at Darbhanga and 
Madhubani, and cheaper at Somastipur: wheat is cheaper at Darbhanga and 
Samastipur, and stationary at Madhubani: gram is cheaper everywhere, and 
rahar cheaper in the south, and dearer at Madhubani. 

61. ‘The food-grain traffic has again been brisk ; imports totalling 57,961 
maunds agaiust 52,803 and exports 8,364 maunds against 3,904, so that the 
balance in favour of the district has been 64,597 maunds ageinst 48,899. As 
usual, most of the imports are rice and paddy, the former being 18,725 maunds, 
and the Jatter 24,649 ; there was also an importation of 12,473 maunds of other 
“food-grains.” Two-thirds of the imports went to Darbhanga, much of it 
doubtless for despatch to the Madhubani subdivision, Stocks are said to be 
holding out well, and as in Muzaffarpur there are no signs of depletion, 

62. The following statement gives the usual figures :— 
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0 gi cue | 48,981 5,488 £0, 106968 | ax1 | 211 6 
anh ‘s 18k | 62,910 4,782 “f 53,868 114600 | 295 | 214 5 








seid Me Momber of works has risen from 125 to 134, of which 89 aro under 
il Agency and 45 under the Public Works Department, On the 27th 
hee : ultimo, the total number of 
employed on these, was as in the 
margin, It will be observed that 
with pearly equal totals, the 
proportion of men and of children is 
puch higher in the works under the 
Public y Gras Depersnent, and of 
women in those un ivil Agenoy, 
The attention of ie Celiector habe be called to the matter, si 
63. ing the task works together first, under whateyer nduet- 
ae appears rs that oe so ei which began to sal ates the 6 pan, have 
Hot Yee rered, though they are rising again. yment on private, tanks 
ay elon ntinues, Dat the rabi ceutti oN ing comple- 
‘uring the last of weeks under notice, fy in that,ending the 20th 
the Holi testival drew away many workers, The OPH Amel get 






























‘ ‘Department; “the explanation was 
suggested in my last x er on daily wage, irrespective 
of task, keeps low. ‘ E Et SD 

64. In this district where acute distress prevails over more than two. 
thirds of its area, it is important to note the varitions not only in the district 
totals, but in those of its subdivisions. The statement in the margin shows 

i, what these variations 
“Acorage daily mmier of mate units on task works in each sW0- have heen, and under 
division in the weok ending :— what agenciés they 
rr i CERN EST have occurred. In the 
| ‘gen | Msi’ | Tome | ah’ | returns for the two 
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weeks ending 6th and 
| 4 | 8] 18th March, details: by 
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uh tra ee orks Department 
race fae " works. It will be seen 
Samastipur {Public Works Agen that the total numbers 


"Total 
{ist Agency 
Maahubani { Fuptie Works Agen 
‘Total 


‘Total Civil Agency a 
‘Total Pubic Works Department Agency 
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fell steadily ‘for the 





then began to rise 
again: the cause of 
the fluctuations has 
already been reported. 

= : ts Looking at the two 
weeks under report, it will be noticed that there has been a general falling 
off in Madhubani only; in Samastipur only Civil Agency works are open, and 
in the Sadar subdivision the fall in the numbers on Civil Agency works and 
the concurrent rise in those on Public Works Department signifies the taking 
over of more works by the latter: it will be seen that, for the same reason, 
the Public Works Department figures have risen steadily throughout the 
month after the drop of the first week. 
65. The nunbers on gratuitous relief are rising slowly again, thongh 
they are below the high figures reported for the weeks ending 6th and Isih 
February, viz., 64,841 and 70,428. Now that the circle lists are complete, 
and full supervision is exercised, there should be no great increase in these 
figures, though it is possible that they may go up during May and Jun. 
The dole is somewhat high still in the case of persons relieved by tho Civil 
Department. 

66. On the last day of the period under review, there were seven poor, 
houses open with 89 inmates. ‘These figures compare curiously with those of 
_ other districts, especially Muzaffarpur, and it would seom that many porsos 
are relieved at their houses in Darbhanga, who would be entered in poo 
houses elsewhere. ; 

67. It appears that, in the fortnight in question, the Darbhanga Bh 
employed a daily average of 15,547 male units on relief works, aid supp’ 
10,766 persons a day by gratuitous reliof. 























PART II.—CONGLUSION. 


68. Tho foregoing paragraphs, in which I have commented on the district 
reports, show that ordinary conditions have existed, and that during the fort 
night just past steady progress has been made. i 

69. Crop prospects continue excellent. ‘There was a fall of rain all over 
the Division on the 22nd, 23rd and 24th March, which was heaviest in if 
bhanga and a ot Champaran, and lightest in Saran, As the greater part 
the rabi had been harvested everywhere, except in Champaran, no damage be 

done, and even froma that district the Collector rey ta except in one ie 

“no harm resulted. On the other hand, the rainfall has everywhere en), 
cultivation to be carried out for the curly Uhador, and hus been’ of incaleal 









first three weeks, and 








subdivisions are no | 
iven for the Public 


lamparan ma; 
Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga the 
Be rata first nag oe ie qaeccter: of Lar 
ive the it 8: Patna 113, a 16, Shahabad 9, Saran 11 
ny; Mueatiarpur 12 and Daruhings 1d}. Tho Patna wid 
abad. are too low. How much better theso harvests 
those of 1878-74 will be seen froma perusalof the following figures, which 
represent the outturn of that year, viz., Patna 12, Gaya and Shahabad 16, 
Saran 7, Champaran 8, Muzaffarpur 10 and Darbhanga 83. 

70. Prices remain remarkably steady.—The rain has infinitely improved 
the prospects of fodder for the cattle. Public health is extraordinarily good, 
and crime, except in Champaran, has not greatly increased, 

71. Judging by the steadiness of prices, stocks show no sign of depletion, 
although certain food-grains are being exhausted, such as country rice and 
Indian-corn, but-all officers are a; that there is little or no apprehension, 
and that the grain-dealers have met the crisis, expanding their operations 
where they were already familiar with the import trade, and rapidly accom- 
modating themselves to their new business in tracts which usually export food- 
stocks. ‘The imports and exports of the fortnight under xeport are set forth in 
the following statement :— 
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Iurorts. ‘Exrorrs, ‘Excass—L. on B. 
Distarcr Fortnieht Fortnizht Fortnight Portnight Fortnizht Fortnight 
endiog 13h | ending 27th ending ending 27th | ending 13th condi iy 
. Starch asi7, | Slarchawer, | Steed Sianef ison. | Starch ise, 807 
1 a [Ea ie feueneh aa 
Mas. Mas, Mas 
cate Sor thio 1 ioe 
tT] ater Patd an 1 ata 
2) San, ed ‘s0 Cane 
100 fan ‘7 L siaee 
=| aes bit Bd {eer 
277,287 | 387,508 83,640 ene 














72. The whole volume of trade has been 4,22,506 maunds against 3;60,807 
in the previous fortnight ; and as both the imports have been heayier and the 








Disraior. 


Foursiont myprxe— 


27th 


13th 
Februzry.| March. 











27th 
March. 


exports less, the balance in favour of 
the Division as a whole was 2,72,500 
maunds against 1,93,587 maunds, It 
will be noticed further that every 
district, even including Patna, showed 
an excess of imports oyer exports 
and a greater importation than before 
except in Muzaffarpur, the advance 


















ent below shows what 
fnzeccipt of relief of ull kinds on tho 27th ul 
totals are taken from the Calcutta Gazette ua 


very large in Champaran, and 
relatively fami ths Shahabad. ‘It is 
gaually Satisfactory to notice that rice 
from Howrah, Calcutta and Kidder- 
pore, which is presumably Burma 
rie, has been coming freely into the 
districts of the Division. ‘I'he figures 
are given in the margin, those for 
mparan sre at speed! i 
ortion 18 ‘ation. 
Ma ‘ rete and on 
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‘The inétdase ‘sUservable ‘in ‘all ‘Wistricts, ‘exdept Spe is'due'to the 


teady development of relief operations. In Champ the fall is “due ‘to's 
readjustment a the area and population, as explained in the Collector’s report 
‘anid stated in paragraph 34-above, 


74, ‘Phe statement below compares as ‘usual most of the relief statistics 
of the feed in and the prévious fortnight. ‘Asmost of the points have already been 


































































noticed in dealing with the district reports, an elaborate examination of tho, 
suits is not required :— 

RORTNIGHT ENDING 18rm MARCH 1897, FORTNIGHT ENDING 277m MARCH, 
= ‘ = eT] 3 7 v Te ef 
eh 1 \5 FY ria4444 Vili 
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Taking the Division as a whole \and Sakis ‘a meén for the whdle ‘fort- 
‘ni ty ib appears that there was-a falling off in the numbers'on task work, 
dan increase in those on’ daily wage, "and ‘in ‘the téoéipt of gratuitous 


‘ 7. In respect of task workers ‘thétevhas boon a ‘decteaso everywhere, 
a sider gh rabi\ cutting-and the rain, and. also in; 40 
stricter administration. The outturn of work has improved in Saran and 
“Beinn wd fo, lap ape sister and ald ; itis best in 
Mt ‘and lowest in Ohemparan in both crate ‘por 
1,000 feet tea ci ee Sm uzaffarpor 


* 








and highest in Champaten: thete is very little Variation in the districts in 
each fortnight. The same may be mid of the average daily wage. Eri 

, 76. The number of those paid by dail; Wage, irrespective of task, is now 
here excessive: the percentage they bear to all relief workers was 6°8 per cent, 
in the previous ‘period, ‘and 8-76 per vont, in the fortnight just past: some 
doubt is felt as to these figures inasmuch as there is somo uncertainty as to > 
the manner in which the Sunday’s attendance and the Sunday wage of task 
workers tre shown. Orders are under issue, which are intended to ensure 
uniformity, and in future theso persons and the pay they receive will be shown 
under the ling “Daily wage irrespective of task.” ‘ 

77. In respect of gratuitous relief, there is again an advance inthe 
numbars, ‘Which ts shured by all districts, Taking free ors Oye a 
gratuitous relief for the last week of the fortnight, it appoars that out of the 
total number relieved daily, thos on gratuitous relict wore equivalent to the 
follo percentage: Shahabad 76-39, 75, Champaran 39:46, Muzaffare 

55.55, Darbhanga 48-28, These figures display in all cases, except Shaha- 
Pid, ‘a eonsiderable advance on those given in paragraph 64 of my last report. 
Tho dole is highest in Shahabad snd Champaran, ‘ 

78. The process of taking over works by the Public Works Department 
has gone on but slowly. During the fortnight ogly 17 works were taken over 
by dom, and-on the 27th ultimo ‘the total numiber open was as follows = 








Werks initér-Publio Works Departmant..Agency. 

‘Barth oe ss om = 8 

‘ tee wee 21 

oa pee 12 

oe ~ 45 

‘Total ce |) 80 

Works under Civit Officers. 

Shahabad oe see ase nee 7 

Saran te ne ay oe =D 
Cham “ oe on Wee 59 

M PUL ase saa ote oe 58 

Darblienge ay aid we = «89 

Total wm 242 

— 

Graxp Torat, ALL works .... 322 


79. Shag ogre A gives the expenditure to date, so far as it can be ascer~ 
tained-from ‘the ‘fortnightly -statements, ‘The total expenditure to the end of 
the ‘month, -which also ids -with ‘the end -of the financial ear, WAS, as 
reported, Rs. 17,10,920, but it was patbably § good deal more, Of this sum 
Rs. 3,50,063 were spent in the fortnight under review. So far as theso figures 

, they show that nearly 13 lakhs have been spent on relief works and more 
Ee 8 lakhs-on. gratuitous relief, 

80. ‘During the fortnight ‘under review, five ‘officers of the arm reported 
their‘arrival, and wore posted as follows Champaran. Lieutenant eerer 21st 
Panjab Infantry; Lieutenant .Dalzel, Devonshire Regi ent, Muzafarpur,— 
Lieutenant Smith, Royal West Kent Regiment. arbhanga.—Lieutenant 
Battye, 6th Bengal Cavalry; ILicutenant ‘Cassels, 35th Sikhs. All these have 

set to work, and two more have been asked for—one for Saran and another 
for Muzaffarpur. 

81. This Deport would be incomplete without a few words to show what 
has ‘been ‘d luring the’ month’of March now ‘past, although the main facts 
Bin porn A ae been sid above,'and in my ‘provious‘report for 

ie ight of the month. 
“82, "The ‘weather ‘throughout ‘has ‘boon ‘v ‘favourable, iso that it is 
fitter aw oy aie bi ei scone ions: after mostiof »it wes 
t ‘rain fell, rendering it sible for the raiyats'to carry out. a 

of ‘cultivation Rea fla ite'than usual. ‘Phe public health has es 
‘Sxtttordinarily good, and the condition of the eattle fairly satisfactory. Prices 
have remained steady, and grain has been imported in increasing volume to 
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Mas. 
13,689 


850 

‘995. | 
+ 62,405 |. 43, 44 

I) —1,20,568 | 12.168 48,899 597 








The figuaes in column 2'give tho net result up to the 26th December 1896, 
and those in column 9 give the total result since the commencement of opera- 
tions. It is instructive to notice how in Shahabad imports have fallen as 
its good rabi crop became a certainty, how Champaran and Darbhanga which 
usually export have become large importing districts, and how steady the increase 
has been in the case of the former. The iyites in the last column imply a vast 
addition to the food-supply of tho districts of this Division. 

83, Next, J invite aftention to the statement below which compares the 
principal relicf statistics in the last fortnights of February and of — 














FORTNIGHT ENDING THE 27m FEBRUARY 1807. FORTNIGHT ENDING THE sim MARCH 107. 
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{a) Exclusive of 10 yorks opened by Hatwo Raj 


84. The number of works open increased from 248 to 315: the numbers 

on relief works, taking both task workers and those on daily together, 

fell off by nearly 20,000, owing to the radi harvest and the rain in the last week 

4 ; but the numbers on gratuitous relief rose 187,459 to 160,968, the 

advance being great in Champaran; the apparent fall in M is probably 
g mistake in some of the figures of the earlier peri 


a ; 
ly higher, and the outturn lower in the later than 
> the difference is due to closer supervision, 












85. Lastly, I give the margin the’ numbers in each district in 
= — feveipt of ‘all kinds of ‘relief 
on Saturday in each 

of the two months, ” 

86. So faritis not too much 
to say that, with the exception 
of ae very {gual numbers still 

on relief in Muzaffarpur, events 
siabeiae: a re 4 pare Sellen out much a8 it was 
oped, and expected that the 
pate cr} 8876 ¥ would. The weather has bas 
most providential for the 
cro] 
fumbers rose rather rapidly 
on relief works as field labour ceased in January and February, but ‘fell agai 
in March when the radi hurvest began. Gratuitous relief has increased stealily, 
as our circle ~o: isation’ was perfected. If our sbrvgnostioations for ‘he 
future are fulfilled, as they huve been in the t; we may look for a sharp rise 
in the numbers on relief works in April and May, and if the rains are favour- 
ablo a steep fall will follow in June and tho succeeding months, believe that 
our numbers on relief of all sorts will not rise so high as in 1874, or come with 
so great a rush for three reasons: firstly, because we have had a better rabi ; 
secondly, because operations mm earlier; and, lastly, because I venture to 
think that (chiefly fur that very reason) our organisation is better and our 
preparations to meet a rush are more complete, 
87. Theusual statements and the monthly maps are appended. (Statements 

A and B have not yet been repared on a uniform system, as district officers 

find it hard to understand what ig wanted, and the ‘matter will be separately 
« teferred for the Lieutenant-Governor's orders, 
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No. 2F., dated Bankiporo, tho 2nd April 1897, 
From—T. Iwoxis, Esa., Collector of Patna, 
*To—The Commissioner of the Patna Division, 

I nave the honour to submit the following report under section 240f the Bengal Famine 
Code for the sooond-half of March 1897. ©"? 

2. Tho figures in it relate to the two wooks ending on 20th and 27th idem, 

8. Sxcrion 24 (1).—No change, 

4. Sxcrion 24 (2) (a).—General state of the affected tracts, &e.—Vhere has been little or 
nochange. ‘The unsettled weather during the fortnight has not caused any appreciable 
di 80 far as my reports go. The rain was not ver: heavy, and was followed by sunshine, 
Teenablod ploughing to bo outed on aud’ tomseg of eye we millet in some parte, 
mil it bonfi = ty em ans i mati 

5. Bxcrton 24 (2) (b),— Prospects.—-The rainfall facilitated the plantin, of sugarcane 
and sowing of millet facia to ee ‘oa ree in ma stages at growth, Tealso benefited 
standing crops, sugarcane, millet, cotton (a smal crop), hot-weather vegetables, &c. The rabi 
haryost a neatly suuploteds dotnoon rahar, castor and in some plaoes wheat and barley aro in 
course of being harvested : much of the crop is still in the kalihans, and must. have suffered 
somewhat from the rain. 1 visited several kalihans and found the raiyats had little to 
complain of, Ploughing for the hadoi crop and the Preparation of rice seedling beds were 
facilitated by the recent rain. 

6. Suoriox 24 (2) (¢).— Food-stocks. ~The Subdivisional Offiosr of Barh says that there is 
a rumour that stocks are running short. He does not believe this to be true, and it is impos- 
sible to believe it with the crop, the harvesting of which isnearly completed. It is true that 
certain grains, such as marua and makai (Indian-corn), are not found in large quantities in 
tho market, but this does not prove that the cultivators are not well popeied with food- 

ins, ‘Tho evidence available all ‘points to tho sulterares holding up their stocks, and 
Arey wil soatings to as ao eins next orop is assured, ‘There are no signs reported of any 
deterioriation in the condition of the le. On the contrary, the recent enquiries made 
into the cases of relief granted by the Chncitable Relief Fund Committees have led my 
officers to ppeak more hopefully of the condition of the olasses for whom they expected 
relief would be necessary. 


7. Suorion 24 (2) (d).—Jmportation and exportation of food-grains :— 


Mads. 
Imports ve 67,997 
Exports we 44,848 


Not import ow = -:18,549 ss 











All returns have been received. The imports 
having been imported out of a total import of 57,997 maunds, This rice camo from Howrah 
(7,898. maunds), Raniganj (6,104 maunds), Burdwan (8,586 maunds), and Mi (6,281 
maunds), Wheat shows ripe of 3,121 mounds and gram and pulses of 3,966 maunds. 
The chief station of import is Patna Ghat, which imported 26,790 snaunds, Bankipors ‘rez 
ceived 7,022 maunds. Barh imy 5,664 maunds, all rice. 

Exports consisted mainly ram and pulses and rico. The former class of food-grains 
was exported to the amount of 31,288 maunds out of a total export of 44,348 maunds, 
Mokameh, Barh, and Khusrupur being the chief exporting centres, and the North-Western, 
Provinoes the destination of the consignments, ‘The export, of rico reached 11,064 maunds, 
nee ae was mai ga eal So St Five: fee team, Patna City, bec A 

fi ing quantities were impo: from the stations named in the Commissioner's 
Famino Circular No. 15 of 1897, paragraph 3:— 


consist, chiofly of rice, 44,009 maunds, 


Rice, Paddy, 
Mads. Mads, 


Howrah on, 75800 783 









8. Suction 24 


ae ation 24 (2) (¢).—Radyfall.—The following isthe recorded rainfall at the several 





‘60 

ie 042 
9. Bnoriox 24 (2) (7), Pubdis heaith continues good. ‘Tho death-rate for March baa not 
down reouived. That for February was 1:86 against 1°45, tho avorage of the provious ten, 


